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INTRODUCTION;-/.::. 






Having created a general interest in the science Ofv"' 
Electro-Biology by my experiments upon persons in a -' 
perfectly wakeful state, and having had the honor of 
introducing this interesting subject to the European 
Public, I deem it a duty devolving upon me to place 
before them what I consider the true philosophy of the 
wonderful phenomena wMch I have so frequently exhi- 
bited on many different individuals. I am satisfied that 
I can accomplish this object by putting into their hands 
the following pages, containing a Series of Lectures 
delivered by Dr. Dods, in North America, where they 
have been published and extensively circulated. Being 
prevented by professionar duties fix)m publishing an 
original treatise, my concurrence with the Doctor's 
views on the subject has induced me, in lieu thereof, 
to republish his Lectures. I have been led to adopt 
his theory in explanation of the effects produced by 
this "science", fix)m a rigid investigation as to the 
truth of its principles, and also fi:om a lar^ amount of 
experience in its practical results. The author, may 
defy the world to gainsay the doctrine here put forth ; 
and I consider he has done more towards removing 
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the cloud of mystefy hx wHch it was enveloped, than 
any who has lHt];i^iM)o made the attempt. Accounting 
for the cali^ of* the results of this "science", many 
have ^,ut.^ M as many diflPerent doctrines, each 
striving -to prove that he had solved that which most 
. peHgons considered beyond the comprehension of man. 
. ^^^6ne has stated that it was imagmation; another, tliat 
'" it could he attnbuted to the weakness of the nervous 
system of the parties acted upon, or a deficiency of 
intellect, which could explain the control exercised 
over them by the operator; and some, that feaJ alone 
could produce the effects. Dr. Beal, of London, who 
had been present at my experiments on two occasions, 
at the Marylebone Literary and Scientific Institution 
in that city, immediately gave to the world, through 
TTie London Medical Times, what he seemed to con- 
sider a most easy and simple way of accounting for the 
phenomena which he had witnessed ; but, strange to 
say, men equally clever with that learned doctor, who 
for many years have studied the subject with the 
deepest interest, could arrive at no such easy or 
satisfactory explanation. The doctrine which he put 
forth, I consider the most absurd of the many that have 
been published by those whose limited experience 
should have kept them silent. Dr. Beal stated in the 
article referred to, tha.t those results were produced by 
bullyism, or, in other words, that tiux)ugh fear the 
subject was made to act as I bade him ; tiie doctor 
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liimself being fully satisfied that there existed no col- 
lusion between the subject and me ; fear alone making 
him submissive to my wilL Fear of what ? A man 
coming voluntarily forward on the platform for the 
purpose of investigating the science, and of testing 
personally the honesty of the experiments, is he likely 
to become so terrified by the operator, that when he is 
told he sees a garden of beautifiil flowers, or an aviary 
of birds, as to declare to the audience, upon his sacred 
word, that he reaUy does see these things, when, in 
feet, there were no such things present? or when the 
operator tells him that the water he is tasting has 
turned to milk, could it be fear that makes him de- 
clare that it looks and tastes like milk ? If such results 
are the eflPects of fear, it is a newly discovered feature 
in that passion, and Dr. Beal deserves some credit as 
the discoverer. In justice to him, however, I should 
state that upon both occasions when he was present, 
not having my usual success in finding subjects in a 
high degree of susceptibility, I was compelled to use 
more determined language* and energy of manner than 
is required when acting upon persons of greater suscep- 
tibility. 

It is weU known, that in all places where I have ex- 
hibited those results, they have been produced upon 
persons belonging to those plaxjes, and entire strangers 
to me. It is also known, that in many instances they 
have been effected upon the most respectable citizens. 
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many of whom were, both in mental and physical 
powers, my superiors ; and this I have done without 
violent gesticulations, or words calculated to produce 
that fear to which he ascribes them. All such theories 
must fall to the ground ; and, I believe that the only 
true principle upon which the phenomena may be ex- 
plained is that so ably laid down by Dr. Dods. He 
has also given fiiU instructions as to the mode by which 
these experiments can be successfully performed by all, 
and upon persons who may be found in every com- 
munity, some of whom wiU be foimd at once fully 
susceptible. 

I have included these instructions, notwithstanding 
the pecuniary loss to myself incurred thereby, it having 
been a lucrative part of my business to give such in- 
struction verbally, for which I have invariably charged 
the sum of two guineas ; and I have thus instructed in 
Europe and America more than one thousand persons. 
The time has, however, arrived, that I feel it my 
duty thus to place in the hands of all the means by 
which they may satisfy themselves of the reality of the 
science, and make available, at the same time, an 
easily acquired power, which will enable them in 
numerous instances to afford relief to suffering 
humanity. Having proved that as a remedial agent it 
is invaluable, disease having been cured by its means 
which had baffled all other modes of treatment; in 
proof of which, under the heading of cures performed 
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by me, will be seen several cases. The names of some 
of the parties I am not at liberty to make public, but 
these are perfectly willing to respond to any inquiry 
that may be made through me. 

One of these cases may appear incredible. It is that 
of a young lady of the highest respectability, whose 
cure I was called upon to undertake by her family 
physician — a liberal and honest course seldom pursued 
by members of his profession— a gentleman educated 
in the old school, but not so wedded to its pernicious 
practices as, when seeing it superseded by another, he 
could not throw it aside and join in the rank of those 
who are keeping pace with the present rapid advance- 
ment of scientific knowledge. As well may those de- 
pendent on the old mode of conveyance of travellers 
by stage-coach declare, that steam power is a humbug, 
and i^ould not be tolerated, as men of medicine 
attempt to make the people still believe that the only 
^dfics for their ailments must be foimd in a drug- 
shop, or in the confined and unwholesome air of a 
bed-room, with the privilege of having their pulse 
tested in the profitable and every-day visits of one 
who, the more he studies his own system of practice, 
the less he knows of what he is doing, and perhaps 
the more he kiUs by his experiments with the opera- 
tions and effects of the drugs which he administers. 

These Lectures were originally delivered in a course 
of twelve ; but, as much of the matter they contained 
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was only intended for the audience, and is unimportant 
to the reader, I have compressed it into nine, and have 
added under the heading, "Credencive Induction'', 
the philosophy of this subject, as laid down by Pro- 
fessor Grimes, in his work, entitled "Etherology, and 
Phreno-Philosophy of Mesmerism and Magic Elo- 
quence" ; and I have also added a few of the many 
notices by the Press, of my experiments, which will 
enable the reader, who has never witnessed them, to 
judge of their character. 

G. W. Stone. 
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CURES PERFORMED BY MR. STONE. 

CURE OF NEURALGIA. 

The lady to whom I have referred in the introduc- 
tion resided at Cork, and during my late visit to that 
city was recommended by her medical attendant, who 
had been the femily phyriciaa for upwards of twenty 
years, to consult me about her case, which was one 
that had hitherto baffled all modes of treatment ; imder 
which, instead of improving, had been constantly 
increasing in its exhibition of new and complicated 
symptoms. 

She had suiBTered exceedingly &om constitutional 
delicacy, and for several years had travelled much, and 
consulted the most eminent medical men in hopes to 
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find relief; till at length it assumed the worst form, 
by neuralgia and general debility setting in to such an 
extent, that she was obliged to remain in a reclining 
posture, being totally unable to sit or walk, with such 
loss of appetite as to be scarcely able to take sufficient 
nourishment to sustain life, and a constant suffering 
from the neuralgiac pains throughout the whole sys- 
tem. She had been in this condition upwards of four 
years when I was called on to see her. 

I was appaUed by her deathUke appearance, and 
considered &om it that her case was almost hopeless. 
I felt satisfied, however, if any relief could be obtained, 
it must be through Mesmerism or Biology, and as 
there was a hope of the least possibility of some benefit 
being derived through its agency, I at once consented 
to make a trial by its application. I continued my 
visits dafly, and in three weeks from the commence- 
ment, she was enabled to drive in a carriage a distance 
of seven miles, to her relatives, where she remained 
during my stay in Cork, it being more convenient for 
my attendance than her own residence. In a fortnight 
after this she walked without the least assistance, both 
within and without the house, and was no longer com- 
pelled to recline during the day. Her appetite was 
suddenly restored to her, and she could with much 
relish partake of a reasonable quantlly of food, of 
which in fact at this time she consumed more in one 
day than she had previously done in a whole week. 
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She now went on hourly improving, and waa able 
to take a drive in her carriage almost daily, besides 
ninch exercise by walking; and previous to my leav- 
iilg Cork, about three months from the time I first 
visited her, I had the pleasure of seeing her one even- 
ing at my public experiments. On that occasion she 
drove the distance of a mile, ascended a long flight of 
stairs, remained in the " Hall" during the entire everi- 
ingi and descended again, merely leaning on a gentle- 
man's arm. It is now, at the time I am writing, six 
months from the date I began my treatment of her, 
and the lady is at this moment in England on a visit 
to her sister, having made a journey of two himdred 
and eighty miles by the usual mode of travelling ; and 
a part of that distance unattended by fiiend or acquain- 
tance. She is unwilling that her name should be made 
public, but at the same time is most anxious, to give to 
those similarly afflicted her testimony of the efficacy 
of Mesmerism in her case ; and will respond to any 
inquiry which may be made through me, as I am per- 
mitted to give her name and address to all requiring 
such information. 



CUBE OF LONG CONTINUED PAIN OF THE EYES. 

This case is that of a gentleman also residing at 
Cork, whose name I am at liberty to give, as it has 
already been published with his consent; he having at 
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my request forwarded a statement of his cure to the 
" Zoisf* which appeared in January of the present 
year ; wherein he goes on to say that for upwards of 
seventeen years he had been afflicted with severe heat 
and pain in the eyes, and that he coiusulted several 
medical practitioners on the subject of this pain, not 
one of whom had the least idea of its cause. 

From its commencement to July 20th, 1851, he says, I 
could find but little or no relief. At this time Mr. Stone 
arrived in Cork to perform experiments in Electro-Biology. 
Having attended these performances, I was amazed to find 
myself obHged to act as the subjects on the platform did. 
Thus my aims and legs became rigid when those of the sub- 
jects were similariy affected. After the second a^arwe^ I 
made the acquaintance of Mr. Stone, and, having casually 
mentioned this circumstance to him, and having also stated 
to him the suffering fix)m my eyes, Mr. Stone asked me to 
call on him, and said that he entertained no doubt he would 
be enabled to cure me of this complaint. I accordingly 
waited on that gentleman and was operated on by him biolo- 
gically and mesmerically, very seldom however by passes, 
but almost always by his powerful will. In fact, so great is 
the extent of his power of will, that he has caused me, by 
way of experiment, to leave my seat in one part of my house, 
and follow him all through it and out of it, until I found him. 
Now Mr. Stone was not in the room with me at this time, 
neither had I the slightest idea of his attempting the experi- 
ment. I felt an unaccountable desire to go in a certain direc- 
tion, and, when I swerved from the line Mr. Stone had taken, 
I was always corrected by the same desire, although at the 
time I was quite unconscious of the cause of it. I have 

* A jonmal devoted to Mesmerism and its application to human wel- 
fare, having for ito contribators Drs. EUiotson, Ashbumer, Bev. Mr. 
Sandby, Townsend, Professor Gregory, and other gentlemen of the 
highest scientific attainments. 
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digressed thus far, because I know that the power of ihe wUl 
is not universally believed in. I have, however, felt it in mj 
own person, and seen Mr. Stone equally successful with others 
on numerous occasions. To resume — after the first few days 
I experienced a very gratifying change for the better, and 
was ordered to read by Mr. Stone. This, however, I at first 
refused to do, having already suffered so much from that gra- 
tification, and having now been obliged to discontinue it 
(with the exception of a few minutes at intervals far apart) 
for upwards of thirteen months. Being pressed by Mr. Stone, 
I at last mustered sufficient courage to make the attempt, 
and, I will add in justice to Mr. Stone, with success. When- 
ever, after reading for an hour or two my eyes felt unplea- 
santly, Mr. Stone cooled them by biology at once. 

From this date (Sept. 7th) to the present time I rapidly 
improved under Mr. Stone, who operated almost daily on me. 
I now, thank God, can' read hj day or night, and, after re- 
peated tests of everything which used to cause such suffer- 
ings in my eyes, after braving wind and rain with impunity, 
I consider myself perfectly cured, and shall ever feel the 
deepest gratitude to Mr. Stone and also to three other valued 
friends (whose names I reluctantly withhold), by whose sym- 
pathy and assistance my sufferings were mitigated and my 
cure forwarded ; and I shall ever hold their kindness in tha 
liveliest remembrance. 

Nicholas Dunsoombe, 

J. P. of County of Cork. 
Mount Desert, Cork, 
Nov. 28, 1861. 



CURE OF PARTIAL LOSS OF SIGHT. 

The following letter I have received from the lady'« 
husband, who thus kindly adds his testimony in favor 
of my treatment : — 

Ballincollig, 13th December, 1851. 

Dear Sir — I will not allow you to leave Cork, without 
expressing my deep sense of the benefit Mrs. Tobin has 
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derived from your skilful treatment of a very serious complaint 
in her eyes, to which she has for many years been subject, and 
"which continually affected her sight; she has every reason to 
believe that through Grod's blesmng the cure will be per- 
manent. 

I remain, dear sir, yours sincerely, 

T. TOBIK. 

Such testimonj as this should set for ever at rest 
the question of its truth and importance, as the parties 
are of the highest respectability, and require only to 
be knovm to remove all suspicion of its truth, and 
who, by tiius making known to the world the benefit 
they have derived from die science, which is still 
fighting its way against the oppositions of men whose 
interest may be afiected by its progress, will do much 
towards placing it among those well established facts, 
which in their infancy met with like opposition in all 
ages. 



CURE OF SEVEBS BHEUMATIG PAINS. 

The following is copied firom The Montreal Trans- 
cript^ dated 23rd April, 1850, and republished in many 
of the Canadian and United States papers : — 

We have been requested by Mr. Downey, of this dty, to 
give publicity to a remarkable cure perfected on his mother, 
Mrs. Widow Powney, who has been completely relieved by 
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an Electro-Biological operation, from severe rheumatic pains, 
with which she had been afflicted almost incessantly for the 
last two years. Mrs. Downey- was impressed by Mr. Stone, 
at his room, at Hall's Ottawa Hotel, Great James's Street, on 
Friday last, in the presence of her son, and the wife of the 
operator. After having been for a proper time subjected to 
Electro-Biological control, during which period she was enabled 
to move her limhs, and to walk about perfectly free from pain, 
a thing she h^ not done before for a length of time, Mrs. 
Downey was restored to a state of free agency, and dismissed 
with such instructions as ware thought necessaiy by the 
operator, and having rested comfortably throughout the night, 
she awoke free from pain, and to all appearance perfectly well. 
She was, we understand, to have been again submitted to 
Biological influence on Saturday, which it was believed would 
be sufficient to prevent a relapse, or a recurrence of the disease. 
In common gratitude to Mr. Stone, Mrs. Downey is willing to 
give satisfactoiy proof to any person being afflicted in a like 
manner as to the efficacy of the treatment to which she has 
been submitted. 



We have also been requested to copy the following letter 
from The Burlington Free Press^ testifying to the cure of a 
nervous disease of a much more serious character, and we may 
observe that we have seen and read two letters to Mr. Stone 
from the young lady in question, written in such a plam, 
unassuming, and gratefrQ style, as to do away with all doubt 
as to the authenticity of the statement in the newspapers, 
even if it were practicable to presume deception in the matter, 
in the midst of a community like that of Burlington, where 
the young lady and her family are weU known. These state- 
ments are surprising, and, we are aware, are calculated to be 
looked upon with mistrust, but we can conceive no reason 
why persoiiia simflarly afflicted should not, with the sanction of 
their medical adviser, at least submit to a trial of that which 
we think can hardly do any harm, and may be productive of 
great benefit. The following is the letter from Mr. Beynolds, 
*^^he yoimg lady's father. 
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REMARKABLE CURE OF SPINAL DISEASE. 

From The Burlington Free Press ^ dated 17th 
February, 1850: — 

Burlington, 1 7th Febniaiy, 1850. 

Mr. Editor, — I feel that I owe it to Mr. Geo. W. Stone 
to make known, in some pnblic way, my sense of gratitude to 
him. It is well known to yon, as well as to many of onr 
citizens, that my daughter, Helen Reynolds, has for the last 
two years been afflicted with a spinal disease so severe, that, 
during that time, she has been entirely enable to support her- 
self in an erect posture, or to lift her head from the pillow, 
and indeed, during that whole time, has been closely confined 
to her bed. For her assistance and relief I have from time to 
time had the attendance and counsel of the most celebrated and 
truly scientific medical gentlemen in the vicinity, but availed 
nothing. Finally, we heard that Mr. Stone was in town, and 
that he had succeeded in producing some wonderful cures upon 
subjects of diseased nerves, by means of what he terms 
Electro-Biology. I had no faith in his treatment; but by 
the instigation of friends, I was induced to put my daughter 
under his charge. He, for the first time, visited her on 
Wednesday last. He continued to make his visits until 
yesterday, when he found her fully impressed and under his 
control. To the utter surprise and joy of myself and family, 
he then enabled her to raise herself froni the bed, and in one 
hour she was able to walk across the room, a thing she had 
not done for two years. She still retains her newly-acquired 
vigour, and we have every reason to believe her cure com- 
plete. 

Very respectfully yours, 

(Signed,) Eliphalet Reynolds. 

These are but a few of the many cases which I could 
name, but I consider them sufficient to prove all we 
claim for this science. 
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Morning Advertiser^ London^ May Ist^ 1851. 

Stone's Expebiments in Electbo-Biologt. — Last 
night Mr. G. W. Stone delivered another Lecture in his 
biological series, in the Theatre o£ the Marylebone Uiterary 
and Scientific Institution, which was attended by a large and 
highly respectable audience, consisting largely of gentlemen 
of the medical profession, in whose presence he successfully 
exhibited those astounding proofs of his complete control 
oyer the organised mechanism of volition, which have pro- 
cured for him so great a renown throughout the United States, 
and the large provincial towns in the North of England. The 
science to which Mr. Stone has been devoting himself with the 
ardour and unflinching perseverance of a true philosopher, is 
one which has only very recently become entitled to this rank, 
in consequence of the degree of certainty with which he and 
other philosophers have succeeded in investigating its applica- 
tions. In a subject which apparently partakes both of the 
physical and of the metaphysical, nothing, of course, but the 
most consummate judgment could avail in the development of 
the phenomena which it embraces, and the triumph of the 
result is, on that account, the more honorable, as indicative 
of the subtlety of the train of introduction. The general 
scope of the science is, to determine the influence of electrical 
action on organised existence, and then to render available in 
effecting such disturbance in the electrical condition of the 
body as may be useful for ulterior purposes. Besearches on 
the subject have proved beyond dispute, that the system of 
the nerves of volition can be submitted completely to control, 
by the adoption of clearly defined modes of proceeding,, 
founded upon new discoveries on the human system, with re- 
ference to its electrical properties. That this should be so 
need excite no surprise, when it is considered how much elec- 
tricity has to do with the performance of the vital functions. 
In digestion, respiration, and some other actions of the 

'tern, there is a continual development and absorption of 



OPINIONS OF THB PRESS. 

electricity, and we are all aware how atmospheric changes 
afiect the animal spirits, though we little think of attributing 
our altered state to the corresponding variations in the balance 
of electricily, as between ourselves and the atmosphere. These, 
and manj other minor operations of nature which do not 
attract our attention, are referrable to the same general prin- 
ciple of electrical action, which will one daj be shown to be 
the key of the solution of a host of physical pheno- 
mena at present beyond our powers of explanation, but of 
which we suspect the rationale. In the experiments to 
which we are now alluding, these changes are only rendered 
more apparent to the miad by appljdng the same disturbing 
influences to objects apparendj bejond their scope, but never- 
theless falling completely within it. The result to the casual 
observer is, an exhibition of the most extraordinaiy nature, in 
general irresistibly ludicrous, but which, nevertheless, admits 
of a complete philosophical explanation. 

In his experiments last night, Mr. Stone invited any 
number of gentiemen present to submit themselves to his pre- 
liminary investigation, the object of which was to ascertain 
whether, at a first interview, they were in that passive state 
of mind in which they would be fitted or susceptible of the 
influence. Twenty-three gentlemen accordingly volunteered, 
and occupied seats which were placed for them on the plat- 
form. They sat with their backs to the audience, and were 
supplied by Mr. Stone with small discs of copper and zinc, 
which he directed them to hold in their left hands, to look 
intendy at them, and not to allow their thoughts to wander 
from the object before them. These conditions were observed 
during an interval of about half an hour, during which abso- 
lute stillness was observed in the theatre. At the end of the 
time Mr. Stone collected the discs, and then, examining the 
subjects attentively, decided, mostiy from the condition of the 
muscles of the eye, which of them were the most likely to be 
susceptible. Five were selected, who now took their seats, 
with their faces towards the audience, and the others returned 
to their places. Of the five thus selected for the experiments 
of the evening, three had never seen Mr. Stone before, the 
fourth had been operated upon twice, and the fiflth once. All 
were highly respectable gentiemen, and offered, at the request 
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of Mr. Stone, to give their names and addresses to any per- 
son present who might require it* It will be nnnecessaiy to 
describe with anj minuteness the wonderful experiments 
which were then performed upon these five individuals, only 
one of whom, and his was a first sitting, could resist with 
anything like sustained energy the poweHiol command which 
the operator proved he had over them. They have been the 
subject of general and wide-spread wonder, and were they 
not stamped with the good faith of surrounding circumstances, 
they might well be supposed to belong rather to the reign of 
the stage-enchanter than to that of the philosopher. In the 
first place the subjects were directed, if they could, to dose 
their eyes, and then to open them, in both which attempts 
they failed, though manifestly not before they had summoned 
the most determined resolution to their aid. On being re- 
leased by the operator from the mystical constraint in which 
he appeared to hold them, they resumed their normal or usual 
condition, for in all these experiments consciousness remains 
unimpaired in its activity ; and it is only the powers of voli- 
tion or ^Q free exercise of the will that falls into a temporary 
decadence. The second experiment was a challenge to the 
subjects to speak without stammering, the attempts to do 
which were extremely ludicrous. Thirdly, the subjects were 
forced to throw their hands into a rapid rotary motion against 
their will, and here, as in most of the other experiments, the 
effects of the inward struggle between consciousness and the 
power of the operator manifested itself in a violent trembling, 
much too intense and long-continued to be an imitation. Then 
the subjects found all at once, though they attempted it boldly, 
that they could not sit down in a chair, and that, having been 
permitted ta do so by Mr. Stone, they could not get up again. 
They could not walk without limping, and if they succeeded 
after many efforts in advancing a step, they were suddenly 
held there by some unseen power. They joined their hands 
over head, and could not separate them, and were obliged to 
follow the operator round the platform, as if only by the con- 
ducting power of the palm of their hand being in contact 
with his. Then came the series of experiments in which a 
glass of water was handed to the subjects, which they tasted, 
—^ -declared successively to be sweety acid, and bitter, to con- 
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tain wormwood and qnassia, and to be excellent vinegar, brandy, 
and milk, l^e very action of the mind was in some degree 
attacked, by the destruction of memory. The subjects conld 
not recollect their names, the name of the place where they 
had assembled, nor their way home. Inyolontary laughter 
was produced almost instantaneously, and in one instance pro- 
ceeded as far as hysteria, which, however, was soon checked 
by a recall. A stick placed in the hand was mvoluntarily 
dropped, and its appearance converted into that of a horrid 
snake, the fright of which haunted one subject completely out 
of the theatre, to which he was immediately recalled by the 
welcome sound. " All right, sir^. This was followed by in- 
culcating the delusion that there were hornets all about, and 
that the floor, the chairs, and ail the ftuniture were too hot 
for them to sit upon. The bees so frightened one, that he 
ran to take refuge in a large curtam, in which he completely 
enveloped himself. In conclusion, some of the subjects bowed 
to the audience, but evidently under such unseen and strange 
restrictions as to produce the greatest merriment. 

As has been observed before, these extraordinary experi- 
ments are unquestionable in point of veracity. Their utility 
is obvioudy great in the world of medicine and surgery, and 
Mr. Stone's most praiseworthy prosecution of the subject to 
its present state, has been the means, we are convinced, of 
conferring an inestimable boon on humanity, such only as it 
belongs to science to bestow. His discoveries have laid for 
him the foundation of a splendid practice in this untrodden 
path of science; and, in the meanwhile, a visit to Marylebone 
Institution wiU not only amuse by the display of extraor- 
dinary incidents, but it will show preeminently that "there 
are more things in Heaven and Earth than dreamed of in our 
philosc^hy*'. 

Sunday Tivm^ London, March IQih, 1851, 

LiTEBABT iNSTmiTiON, Edwakd's Stbebt. — Mr. G. 
W. Stone, an American gentleman, who has been eminently 
successful in astonishing, not only the "natives" of his own 
country^ but also those of our own "canny" north, by his 
wonderful and amusing experiments in the science of what 
he terms "Electro-Biology; or. The Electrical Science of life" 
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gave a lecture and illnstralioiis of his art here last Thursday 
evening. The seemingly irresistible ascendeney which this 
gentleman exercises oyer his patients — ^if we may so call 
them — ^the majority of whom seemed exceedingly impatient, 
bat nolens volms sabmissive to his will, was tmly astonishing $ 
for example, one gentleman npon whom he exercised his art, 
while under his influence could not say whether it was brandy 
or water he was drinking; another, sdthough resolutely deter- 
mined to keep his seat, was compelled to run about, walk, or 
stand still, at the dictum of the lecturer; another thought 
the room on fire, and called lustily for water to quench it, to 
the infinite astonishment of another gentleman, who was beg- 
ging for God's sake that some one would shut the windows, aa 
the cold was insufierable. On the whole, we were exceedingly 
entertained with the nature and laughable results of Mr. Stone's 
lecture, which we are given to understand will be repeated 
every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday evenings, 
for some time to come. 

Liverpool Mercury^ AugvM 30, 1850. 

Mb. Stone's Lectures and Illustrations. — Even 
those persons who have been accustomed to look upon the 
proceedings of patients in a comatose state, under mesmeric 
influence, as any thing but a trick and delusion, wUl scarcely 
give credence to the extraordinary exhibitions which have now 
for twenty-four evenings taken place at the Great Greorge 
Street Ajssembly Rooms. Mr. Stone arrived here from 
America an entire stranger; he brought no patients with him, 
but selects from his audience persons upon whom he operates. 
It is true l^at during his stay he has rendered some two or 
three patients much more susceptible than others, but there can 
be no doubt he has influenced on the platform many whom he 
had never previously seen. Mr.. Stone is considered by some 
of the leading medical men in the town as a scientific man, 
and his experiment^ are deemed far more extraordinaiy than 
any of those exhibited by mesmerists. On Wednesday even- 
ing last, in addition to two very susceptible patients who 
had been before under the influence, Mr. M'Clenaghan, a 

'^rter, took his place on the platform. In a short time he 
1 a certain extent under the power of the operator. 



• • • 
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The patients, it mnst be observed, are not put to sleep. They 
retain all their faculties, bnt are completely subservient to the 
will of the lecturer. They are compelled to walk, to stand, 
to sit, to think, to see, and to feel, at the will of the person 
nnder whose control they are. The most ludicrous effects are 
sometimes produced. The patients lose the use of their voice; 
they are made to stammer, to walk lame, and even to forget 
their own names and the letters of the alphabet. They are 
compelled to rise from their seats under the idea that they 
are suffering frx)m heat, and agam to walk about the room, 
button up their coats, dap their hands, and evince all the 
ordinary indications of suffering from intense cold. They fancy 
at one time that a shower of rain is falling, and at another 
that there is a snow-storm. Pure water tiiey believe to be 
milk, vinegar, or brandy. An ima^ary attack by bees and 
musquitoes very much disquiets and annoys them, and after 
a supposed capsize in a lake, they make a desperate effort to 
save themselves. Mr. M'Clenaghan was questioned after he 
left the platform, and he declared, without the slig|iest hesita- 
tion, that he experienced no sensation during the experiments, 
but an irresistible and compulsory power influencing all his 
actions in obedience to the will of the operator. The closing 
scene of all was the most ludicrous. One of the patients, who 
at one time declared that he was Tom Thumb, and got on the 
top of chair to show himself, was influenced to believe him- 
self a young lady, and the other man acted as a suitor. The 
love-making scene, which concluded with popping the question, 
kept the audience in a continual roar. It is right to state 
that the two men who had been previously operated upon, 
gave their names and addresses. Mr. M'Clenaghan is well 
known, and certainly would not lend himself to any deception 
or collusion. Having said this, we must leave the pubHc to 
go and judge for themselves of Mr. Stone and his experiments. 
'ITiey have an opportunity on this and to-morrow evenings, 
and we can at least promise all who attend more good hearty 
laughter for their money than ever they enjoyed at the best 
farce performed on the stage. 
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the science of Electro-Biology, has been lecturing on the 
theory and practice of his art, to nnmerous and respectable 
andiences,.inthe Lectnre-Hallof the Mechanics' Institute, dnnng 
the last three evenings. Last evening's Lecture was attended 
bj a large and respectable assemblage ; and a considerable 
degree of interest was excited amongst all who were present, 
by the somewhat startling results which followed some of the 
illnstratiye experiments exhibited by the lecturer on subjects 
of various ages. 

Those who have heard the Lectures and witnessed the ex- 
periments of Messrs. Davy and Jackson are, of course, familiar 
with many of the curious phenomena developed by mesmeric 
agency, in the persons of susceptible individuals ; but many of 
the results shown by Mr. Stone, appeared to many even still 
more surprising than any before presented. Mr. Stone succeeds 
admirably as a lecturer. He seems anxious to convey his idea 
with regard to Phreno-Mesmerism in the clearest and simplest 
language ; and whether he be enabled to make any converts to 
his opinions or not, it will be admitted that his Lectures and 
Illustrations are well worth hearing and witnessing, were it 
only for the decided interest they possess, and the intellectual 
entertainment they undoubtedly afford. 

The Mail, Waterford, Saturday, Jan> 17. 

Owing to the urgent request of several influential families in this dty 
and ndghbourhood, this eminent professor and truly estimable gentle- 
man was induced to revisit Wateifbrd, though at much personal incon- 
venience, and give two of his highly interesting scientific Lectures, with 
their accompanying astounding experiments, at the To¥m Hall, the one 
on Monday last, at noon, the other on the evening of Tuesday. We 
were extremely gratified to perceive that, on both occasions, the atten- 
dance was numerous to overflowing, and amongst those present we per- 
ceived some of the most distinguished families, togethw with several 
scientific and medical men, who all bore their testimony to the unrivalled 
abilities of the professor. Amongst those were the Dean of Waterford, 
and several of the respected clergy of the diocess, the Marquis of Water- 
ford, the Earl of Huntingdon, and numerous others, who appeared to take 
a lively interest in the proceedings. The successful operations, though 
not so nnmerous as on former occasions, were still highly satisfoctory, and 
impressed on the minds of all present, the truth of that science of which 
Mr. Stone is so gifted an exponent. We trust that at no distant 
TtAiiod, Mr. Stone wiU, in accordance to the general wish, pay as another 

He has left Waterford attended by the hearty good wishes of our 

^tizensfor hiswelfiire. 
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LECTUKE L 

connecting li|ik between mind and matter, and circulation of the blood. 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

I stand before you to lecture upon the wonderful 
and mysterious science of Electrical Psychology. I 
stand here to exhibit by tangible experiments those 
wonderM phenomena that cluster around it, and philo- 
sophically to defend its paramount claims to immutable 
truth. The successful discharge of this incumbent 
duty, forces upon us the necessity of ranging the imi- 
verse, and sunmioning die vast works of Earth and 
Heaven to the bar of reason, in order to investigate their 
effects, and trace them back to their correspondent 
causes. You are tiie empannelled jury to try this 

cause, and I rejoice that I have the honor to argue so 

2 
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interesting a point before the congeegated talent 
AND WISDOM OF MY COUNTRY. Howevcr sceptical men 
may be in relation to anything new, yet so far as stern 
reality is in its nature concerned, we have this pleasing 
consideration, that the unbelief of men cannot frown 
truth into falsehood, nor can the belief of men smile 
falsehood into truth. Hence, the belief or unbelief of 
mortals cannot in the least affect those truths that God 
has established inherent in nature, and with which 
His unbounded universe swarms. 

I stand here to defend the electrical theory of the 
universe against the assaults of men, to notice the im- 
mense variety of material existences, to glance at the 
animated forms of living beauty, to scrutinize the che- 
mical properties of created substances, and to pour, if 
possible, the light of truth on rolling worlds. Let us 
even venture to step back beyond the threshold of cre- 
ation — venture to lift the dark curtains of primeval 
night, and muse upon that original, eternal material, 
that slumbered in the deep bosom of chaos, and out of 
which all tiie tangible substances we see and admire 
were made. That eternal substance is electricity^ and 
contains all the original properties of all things in being. 
Hence all worlds and their splendid appendages were 
made out of electricity, and by that powerful, all-per- 
vading agent, under Deity, they are kept in motion 
from age to age. Electricity actuates the whole frame 
of nature, and produces all the phenomena that trans- 



LECTURE I. 27 

pire throughout the reahns of iinbounded space. It is 
the most powerful and subtile agent employed by the 
Creator in the government of the universe, and in car- 
rying on the muM&rious operations of nature. Mak- 
ing a dight alteration in the language of the poet, I 
may with pxopiiety say: 

** It wanns in the sun, refreshes in the breeze, 
Glows in the stars, and blossoms in the trees ; 
Lives through all life, extends through all extent, 
Spreads undivided, operates unspent : 
Breathes in our souls, informs our mortal part. 
As fuU, as perfect, in a hair as heart ; 
As fall, as perfect, in vile man that mourns, 
As the rapt seraph, that adores and bums ; 
It claims all high and low, all great and small; / \ '^ , 
It fills, it bounds, connects; and equals all*'. / ^' 

It is immaterial to what department of this globe 
and its surrounding elements we turn our attention, 
electricity is there. Wherever we witness convulsions 
in nature, the workings of this mighty, unseen power 
are there. It writes its path in lightning on the sullen 
brow of the dark cloud, and breathes out roUing 
thunder. Though cold and invisible in its equalized 
and slumbering state, yet it is the cause of light and 
heat, which it creates by the inconceivable rapidity ot 
its motion and friction on other particles of matter. 
It is the cause of evaporation from basined oceans and 
silvery lakes— from majestic rivers and roUing streams ; 
and from the common humidity of the Earth, it forms 
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aerial condxLctor& in the Heavens, through which this 
moisture in vapory oceans is borne to the highest por- 
tions of our globe, and stored up in magazines of rain, 
and snow, and hail ! It is electricity that, bj its cold- 
ness, condenses the storm, and opens these various 
magazines in mild beauty or aw&l teisror on the world. 
It is electricity that, by the production of heat, rare- 
fies the air, gives wings to the winds, and directs their 
course. It is this unseen agent that causes the gen- 
tle zeph3rrs of Heaven to fen lie human brow with a 
touch of delight — ^that moves the stirring gale — ^that 
arms the sweeping hurricane with power — ^that gives 
to the roaring tornado all its dreadM eloquence of 
vengeance and terror, and clothes the^ mid-day sun in 
light. It gives us the soft pleasing touches of the 
evening twilight, and the crimson blushes of the rising 
mom. It is electricity that, by its effects of light and 
heat, produces the blossoms of spring, the firuits of 
summer, the laden bounties of autumn, and move^ on 
the vast mass of vegetation in all the varieties and 
blended beauties of creation. It bids winter close the 
varied scene. It is electricity that, by its most awful 
impressions, causes the earthquake to awake from its 
Tartarean den, to speak its rumbling thunder, convulse 
the globe, and mark out its path of ruin. 

If we turn to man, and investigate the secret stir- 
rings of his nature, we shall find, that he is but an 
epitome of the universe. The chemical, properties of 
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all the various substances in existence, and in the 
most exact proportions, are congregated and concen- 
trated in him, and form and constitute the very ele- 
ments of his being. In the composition of his body 
are involved all the minefal and vegetable substances 
of the globe, even from the grossest matter, step by 
step, up to the most rarefied and fine. And, lastly^ 
to finish this masterpiece of creation, the brain is in- 
vested with a Hving spirit This incomprehensible 
spirit, like an enthroned deity, presides over, and 
governs through electricity, as its agent, all the volun- 
tary motions of this organized, corporeal universe ; while 
its living presence and its involuntary self-moving 
powers cause alL the involuntary fimctions of life to 
proceed in their destined coursel Hence himian 
beings and all animated existences are subject to the 
same grand electrical law that pervades the universe, 
and moves all worids under the superintendence of the 
involuntaiy powers of the Infinite Spirit. 

On this principle, it will be plainly perceived, that 
as man is subjected to' the same common law that per- 
vades the universe, so electricHy is the connecting 
2tn£ between MIND and matter. As it is coetemal 
with spirit or inind, so it is the only substance in 
being that mind can directly touch, or through which 
it can manifest its powers. It is the servant of the 
mind to obey its will and execute its commands. It 
is through electricity that the mind conveys its various 
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impressions and emotions to others, and through the 
same medium receives all its impressions from the 
external world. It is by electricity that the mind 
contracts the muscles, raises the arm, and performs all 
the voluntary motions of this organized body. This 
I will now proceed to prove. 

It will be readily perceived by every one acquainted 
with electrical science, that if I can find an individual 
standing in a negative relationship to myself, or by 
any process render him so, then I, being the positive 
power, can, by producing electrical impressions from 
my own mind upon his, control his muscles with the 
most perfect ease. This is evident, because the posi- 
tive and negative forces electrically and magnetically 
blend, are equal in power, and paralyze each other ; 
or, on the contrary, produce motion. This great and 
interesting truth I will prove to a demonstration, by 
experiments upon ladies and gentlemen in this au- 
dience, while they are entirely awake, and in perfect 
possession of all their reasoning faculties. Before I 
proceed to produce these astonishing and even startling 
results, I will, in the first place, prove that electricity 
is the CONNECTING LINK between mind and inert matter, 
and is the agent that the mind employs to contract 
and relax the muscles, and to produce all the voluntary 
and involuntary motions of the body. 

To bring this before you in the most plain and in- 
telligible manner, I would first remark that the brain 
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is the fountain of the nervous system, from whence it 
sends out its millions of branches to every part of the 
body. Indeed, the brain is but a congeries of nerves, 
and is the immediate residence of the living spirit. 
This spirit or mind is the cause of all motion, whether 
that motion be voluntary or involuntary. It 'wills the 
arm to rise, and inmiediately the arm obeys the man- 
date; while the vtry presence of tJiis mind in the 
brain, even though wrapped in the insensibility of 
sleep, produces all the involuntary motions of the 
vita.ls, and executes the fimctions of life. 

To establish the fact that electricity is, indeed, the 
connecting link between the mind and the body, I 
would, in the first place, distinctly remark, that mind 
cannot come in direct contact with gross matter. My 
mind can no more directly touch my hand, than it can 
the mountain rock. My mind cannot touch the bones 
of my arm, nor the sinews, the muscles, the blood- 
vessels, nor the blood that rolls in them. In proof of 
this position, let one hemisphere of the brain receive 
what is called a stroke of the palsy. Let the paralysis 
be complete, and one half of the system wiU be rendered 
motionless. In this case, the mind may will with all 
its energies — may exert all its mental powers — ^yetthe 
arm will not rise, nor the foot stir. Yet the bones, 
sinews, muscles, and blood-vessels are all there, and 
the blood as usual continues to flow. Here then we 
have proof the most irresistible, that mind can touch 
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how easy it is to tinderstand the philosophy of a para^ 
lysis. The nerve, as the grand conductor of the motive 
power, is obstructed by some spasmodic collapse, and 
the prime minister cannot pass the barrier that obstructs 
its path. In this case, the mind, as the enthroned 
monarch, may will the arm to rise, but the arm 
remains motionless. But remove that barrier, the 
agent passes, and the arm must rise. Hence it is 
easily seen, that all motion and power originate in 
mind. 

I have now brought before you the connecting link 
between mind and matter, and through this have shown 
you the philosophy of the contraction of the human 
muscles through mental energy. This has ever been, 
and still is, considered an inscrutable mystery in Physi- 
ology. Whether it is now revealed or not, is submit- 
ted to your decision. To my mind, the argument in its 
defence is irresistible. 

Having cleayjy and philosophically established the 
truth, that electrieity, in the form of nervous fluid, is 
indeed the conniecting link between mind and inert 
matter, the question now presents itself-^If the mind 
continually throws off electricity from the brain by its 
mental operations, and by muscular motion, then how 
is the supply kept up in the brain — ^through what 
source is it introduced into the system, and how con- 
veyed to the brain? I answer, through the respi- 
ratory organs electricity is taken into the blood at the 
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lungs, and from the blood it is thrown to nerves and 
conducted to the brain, and is there secreted and pre- 
pared for the use of the mind. It will be impossible 
for me to argue this point fiiUy unless I explain at the 
same instant the philosophy of the circulation of the 
blood. As I differ also with physiologists on this 
point, and as I do not believe that the heart circulates 
the blood at all, either on the hydraulic, or any other 
principle, so I wiU turn your attention to this subject. 

The philosophy of the circulation of the blood is one 
of the grandest themes that can be presented for hu- 
man contemplation. While discussing this matter, it 
will be clearly made to appear how electricity is 
gathered from the surrounding elements, carried into 
the system, and stored up in the brain to feed the mind 
with impressions. I desire it to be distinctly under- 
stood, that when I speak of the electricity, galvanism, 
and magnetism of the human system, or of the ner- 
vous fluid, I mean one and the same thing. But before 
I proceed to notice the philosophy of the circulation of 
the blood, and the secretion of the nervous fluid, I will 
first make a few observations in relation to the nerves 
and blood-vessels, so that I may be distinctly imder- 
stood. 

I have already stated, that the brain is the fountain 
of the nervous system, and that both its hemispheres 
are made up of a congeries of nerves. They both pass 
to the cerebellum ; and the spinal marrow, continued 
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to the bottom of the truni:, is but the brain continued. 
In the spinal marrow, wHch is the grand conductor 
from the brain, is lodged the whole strength of the 
system. From this spinal marrow branch out thirty- 
two pairs of nerves, embraxsing the nerves of motion 
and those of sensation. From these branch out others, 
and others agiin &om these ; and so on till they are 
spread out over the human system in network so infi- 
nitely fine that we cannot put down the point of a 
needle without feeling it — and we cannot feel unless 
we touch a nerve. We see, therefore, how incon- 
ceivably fine the nervous system is. In all these 
millions of nerves there is no blood. They contain the 
electric fluid only, while the blood is confined to the 
veins and arteries. I am well aware that the blood- 
vessels pass roimd amohg the convolutions of the brain, 
and through them the blood fireely flows to give that 
mighty organ action ; but in the nerves themselves there 
is no blood. They are the residence of the living mind, 
and its prime agent, the electric fluid. 

Though I have firequently, in my public lectures, 
touched upon the philosophy of the circulation of the 
blood, and. hence those remarks were reported and 
published in my "Lectures on the Philosophy of 
Animal Magnetism", in 1843, .in connection with my 
views of the connecting link between mind and matter, 
yet I have never taken up the subject in.an exact, fiill, 
and connected detail of argument This I wiU now 
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proceed to do in connection with the secretion of the 
nervous fluid. 

I would, then, in the first instance remark, that the 
air we breathe, as to its component parts, is computed 
to consbt of twenty-one parts oxygen and seventy- 
nine parts NITROGEN. Electricity, as a universal 
agent, pervades the entire atmosphere. We cannot 
turn the electric machine in any dry spot on Earth 
without collecting it. Oxygen is that element which 
sustains fl.ame and animal life. Neither can. exist a 
moment without it, while nitrogen, on the contrary, 
just as suddenly jextinguishes both. The atmosphere, 
in this compound state, is taken into the lungs-^ The 
oxygen and electricity, having a strong afl^ty for 
moisture, instantly rush to the blood, while the nitro- 
gen is disengaged and expired. The blood, being 
oxygenized and electrified, instantly assiunes a bright 
cherry-red appearance, and by this energizing process 
has become purified and prepared for xjirculation. The 
lungs, and the blood they contain, are both rendered 
electrically positive; and we know that in electrical 
science two positives resist each other and fly apart. 
Hence the lungs resist the blood and force it into the 
left ventricle of the heart. The valve closes and the 
blood passes into the arteries. Hence arterial blood is 
of a bright cherry-red hue. It is by the positive force 
of electric action propelled through every possible 
ramification of the arterial system, till all its thousands 
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of minute capillary vessels are charged. Along these 
arteries and all their thousands of capillary branches 
are laid nerves of involuntary motion, but no nerves 
whatever attend the veins. Why is this so ? Why is 
it, that nerves, like so many telegraphic wires, are laid 
along the whole arterial system in all its minute ramifi- 
cations, but that none are laid along the venous system ? 
I press this question — Why do nerves attend the 
arteries, while none attend the veins? I answer, that 
nerves are laid along the arteries to receive the electric 
charge from the positive blood that rolls in them, 
which charge the blood received from the air inspired 
by the lungs. But as the venous blood is negative, it 
has no electricity to throw oiBT, and hence needs no 
attendant nerves to receive a charge — ^because that 
very electric charge, which the blood receives from 
each inspiration at the lungs, is thrown off into the 
nerves by friction, as it rolls through its destined chan- 
nels in crimson streams. At the extremities of the 
arterial system — at the very terminus of its thousands 
of capillaries, the last item of the electric charge takes 
its departure from the positive blood, escapes into the 
attendant nerves, through them is instantly conducted 
to the brain, and is there basined up for the use of the 
mind. 

The arterial blood, having thrown off its electricity 
as above described, assumes a dark — a purplish hue. 
It enters the capillaries of the veins, which are as 
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numerous as those of the arteries. The blood is now 
negative, and as the lungs, by new inspirations, are 
kept in a positive state, so the venous blood returns 
through the right ventricle of the heart to the lungs, 
on the same principle that the negative and positive 
forces rush together. There it is again electrified and 
oxygenized, changed to a bright cherry-red color, is 
again rendered positive, and is thus purified and pre- 
pared once more for arterial circulation. We now 
clearly perceive that it is electrically the blood circu- 
lates, and electrically it recedes from, and returns to, 
the lungs through the two ventricles of the heart. 
The heart does not circulate the blood at all, as physi- 
ologists contend. The heart is the supreme regula- 
tor of this sublime and constantly ebbing and flowing 
OCEAN of crimson life, with all its majestic rivers and 
frolicking streams, and determines with exactness how 
rapidly the whole shall flow. 
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LECTURE n. 

Philosophy of diseaae and nervous force. Circulation of the blood 

concluded. 

Ladies and Gentlemen : 

I have in my last Lecture touched upon the philo- 
sophy of the circulation of the blood, the nervous 
system, and the secretion of electricity upon the 
brain, which I call the nervous fluid. As this part of 
my subject must, on account of its importance, possess 
peculiar interest to us all, I desire to dwell upon it a 
few moments longer. 

From the arguments already offered, it will be clearly 
perceived by every philosophic mind, that the circula- 
ting system is in reality two distinct systems. The* 
jflrst is the arterial system, that carries the positive 
bhod^ which is, as before stated, of a bright cherry- 
red color, and is ever flowing from the heart to the 
extremities. The second is the venous system, that 
carries the negative blood, which is of a purple 
color, and is ever flowing from the extremities to the 
heart. To these two circulating systems, the heart, 
with its two auricles, two ventricles, and valves, is 
V adapted, so as to keep the positive and nega- 
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Hve blood apart, and to regulate the motion of both. 
And it will be perceived that the nervous system most 
perfectly corresponds with what I have said of the 
circulating system. I mean that nerves of involuntary 
motion are*laid along the arteries to receive the charge 
of electricity from ih!& positive blood that flows in them. 
These views of the circulation of the blood are strength- 
ened by the fact, that the blood contains a certain por- 
tion of iron; and we well know that iron becomes a 
magnet only by induction, and loses its magnetic power 
the moment the electric, current pSisses from it. Hence, 
the blood, through the agency of the iron it contains, 
can easily assimie a positive state at the instant it re- 
ceives the electric charge from the air at the limgs. 
It can then pass into the arteries, and by friction throw 
off its electricity. into the nerves, and again assume a 
negative state as it enters the veins. 

I now consider the electric or magnetic circula- 
tion of the blood philosophically and irresistibly 
, proved. Hence, the position which many assume, that 
the heart circulates the bjood. on tiie hydraulic or 
vacutun principle, is utterly unfounded in truth : and 
that the heart, in accomplishing this, exert? a force, as 
they contend, of more than one hundred thousand 
poimds, is too preposterous to be believed. I grant 
that the heart is the strongest muscle in the human 
system,; but who can for one moment believe that its 
motive power is equal to fifty tons ? The heart, as I 
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have already observed, does not circulate the blood at 
all ; nor, on the contrary, does the blood cause the heart 
to throb. The heart and lungs both receive their mo- 
tions from the cerebellum, which is the fountain and 
origin of organic life and involuntary motion. Hence, 
the involuntary nerves from the cerebellum throb the 
heart and heave the lungs, and the electricity contained 
in the air they inspire, circulates the blood and supr 
plies the brain with nervous fluid, as I have already 
explained. 

Perhaps, however, the inquiry may here arise. What 
proof is there that the involimtary nerves from the 
cerebellum throb the heart and heave the lungs, and 
that the blood is not made to circulate from the same 
cause? 

This double interrogatory is easily answered. In- 
sert, for instance, a surgical knife between the joints of 
the vertebrae, and cut off the spinal marrow below the 
lungs and heart: all the parts below this incision will 
be so completely paralyzed, and voluntary motion and 
sensation so entirely destroyed, that we have no power 
to move the limbs by any volition we may exert ; nor 
have we any power to feel, even though the paralyzed 
limbs should be broken to pieces by a hammer, or 
burned with fire. Yet in these immovable and un- 
feeling parts the blood continues to circulate as usual 
through the veins and arteries. This is proof positive 
that the blood is not made to flow by any power what- 
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ever invested in the cerebellum, but, as before proved, 
by the positive and negative forces of that electzieitj 
contsdned in the air inspired, by the hags. But let 
the spinal marrow Be seveied ftbove the lungs and 
heart, and both mil be insfcuntly paralyzed and cease 
thexE motiona; yet the last inspirations taken in by the 
hmgs will cause the blood to circulate tUl it floods the 
right ventricle of the heart with venous blood, and 
empties the left ventricles of its arterial blood. This is 
proof the most irresistible, that the heart and lungs 

ARE MOVED BY AN INVOLUNTARY NERVOUS FORCE 
ORIGINATING IN THE CEREBELLUM, whilc the blood is 

circulated by the positive and negative forces of that 
electricity which is taken in with the air at the lungs. 
The lungs merely act as a double force-pump to bring 
in the surrounding atmosphere, extract firom it a 
proper supply of the vital principle to feed the bright 
and burning flame of hfe, and to reject and expire the 
dregs unflt for that end. This is perhaps as much as 
it is necessary to say in relation to the circulation of 
the blood, and the constant secretion of the nervous 
fluid from the arterial blood to the brain. I now turn 
to the philosophy of disease, and will be brief as 
possible. 

It is generally supposed by medical men, that there 
are innumerable causes for the various diseases in 
existence, and that even one disease may have many 
causes in nature to produce it. But I contend, that 
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there is but one grand cause for all diseases, and this 
is the disturbing of the vital force of the body. There 
k in every humaa being a certain amount of electricity. 
This is, as I have said, the most subtile and fine mate- 
rial in the body ; is the power, as has been shown, that 
moves the blood; and is the agent by wHch the mind, 
through the nerves, contracts the muscles and produces 
motion. And as all the convulsions and operations in 
nature and in man invariably begin in the invisible and 
finest substances in being, and end in the most gross, 
so electricity, in the human system, is the cause of all 
the effects there produced, whether salutary or other- 
wise. When this electricity is equalized throughout 
the nervous system, the blood will also be equalized in 
its circulation, and the natural result is health. But 
when it is thrown out of balance, the blood will, in like 
manner, be also disturbed, and the natural result is 
disease; and the disease will be severe or mild in 
the same ratio as the vital force is more or less dis- 
turbed. 

I am well aware that medical men are much inclined 
to examine the patient's pulse, and watch the move- 
ments of the blood. They seem to think that nearly 
all diseases originate in the blood, and hence, under this 
impression, hundreds of specifics, or nostrums, have 
arisen to purify the blood, as though it contained some 
foreign properties that rendered it impure, and that 
these, by some medical treatment, must be extracted or 
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removed from tbe system. But all this is fallacious, 
as the blood contains no foreign properties to render it 
impure. The blood becomes impure only through a 
disturbed circulation. It can be purified by no other 
substances in being, except what are contained in the 
air at the lungs. These axe oxygen and electricity. 
The whole blood in the body must, every few moments, 
be passed through the lungs to be piirified and preserved 
from putrefaction. If the circulation, in any part of 
the body, be obstructed, or thrown out of balance, so 
that the blood cannot pay its timely visit to the lungs, 
it must become extravasated and iihpure. If, in any 
part of the body, there is a complete obstruction, so 
that the blood is entirely retained, then inflammation, 
ulceration, and corruption must ensue. 

I now turn directly to the subject, and call your im- 
divided attention to the philosophy of disease. The 
operations of the mind and tlie nervous system of 
man have been too much overlooked by medical men, 
who have paid great attention to the blood and to the 
more gross and solid parts of the body. But it is evi- 
dent that disease begins in the electricity of the nerves, 
and not in the blood. Electricity is tlie starting point. 
From thence it is communicatied to the blood, from the 
blood to the fiesh, and &om the flesh to the boQes, 
which are the last affected. It begins in the finest, and 
ends in the grossest particles of the system. The un- 
seen are the starting powers. 
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I have already remarked that the brain is the foun- 
taiii of the nervous system, and sends forth its millions 
of branches to every possible part and extremity of the 
body. This nervous system is filled with electricity, 
which is the agent or servant of the royal mind, who, 
as monarch, holds his throne in the brain. From 
thence the mind, by its volitions, controls one half of 
the electricity of the system. It controls all that is 
contained in the voluntary nerves, but has no sucli 
control over the other half, which is confined to the 
involuntary nerves. 

Though there is but one grand cause of disease, 
which is the electrieity of the system thrown out of 
balance^ yet there are, nevertheless, two modes by 
which this may be done. It may be done by mental 
impressions. And so it may be done by physical im- 
pressions fi:om external nature. I will first notice how 
diseases are produced by m>ental impressions. 

Millions of our race have been swept fi:om the light 
of life to the darkness of death by various diseases 
caused by mental impressions. Misfortune and dis- 
tress have &llen upon many a father, a mother, and 
many a child. They have shut up in their bosoms all 
these mental woes, and brooded over their misfortunes 
in secret, concealed grief Melancholy took possession 
of the heart, the vital force was disturbed, the system 
waa thrown out of balance, disease was engendered, 
and they went to their graves. 
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I am now addressing this audience. The action of 
my mind has called the electricity of the system from 
the extremitiee to the brain. The blood has followed 
it. My feet being robbed of their due proportion of 
the vital force, are, in the same ratio, cold, and hence, 
this is, so far, disease. And unless I ceased speaking, 
and suffered a reaction to take place, it would bring me 
to my grave. 

A man accumulates a fortune of two hundred thou- 
sand dollars. He loses one half of it, and is hurled 
in distress. He broods over his misfortune. The 
mind is in trouble; it shrinks back on itself The 
electricity of the system, this servant of the mind, 
leaves the extremities and approaches the brain, the 
throne of the master. The blood follows on ; the ex- 
citement becomes great, and he believes he shall die in 
an almshouse. He is a monomaniac. Suppose he 
now loses the other half of his fortune, and his mind 
will become involved in still greater distress. This 
mental action calls an increased quantity of electricity, 
that is, of nervous fluid, to the brain, and an equal 
amount of blood foUows on. He is now entirely 
deranged, and his feet are incessantly cold, because the 
brain has robbed them of their due proportion of the 
vital force. Now do you not perceive, that if these 
forces are dispersed from the brain, and the circulation 
equalized, that his reason will be restored? There is 
not too much of blood and electricity in the system, 
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but there may be too much in any one department of 
the S3rstem. I will now suppose him once more in 
possession of his reason. Now bring h\m intelligence 
that his darling child is crtished to atoms. The mind 
suddenly shrinks back on itself; the electric or nervous 
fluid instantly darts to the brain, like a faithful ser- 
vant, to see what distresses the master. The blood as 
suddenly follows the servant. The storm r^es, and a 
fit ensues. Let die news be still more startling, and 
the congregated forces will, in the same ratio, be 
increased upon the brain, and he drops a corpse ! So 
we perceive that, in all these instances, there is but one 
cause of disease. The only difference we have wit- 
nessed in the effects produced, was a gradually increased 
action, occasioned by an increased power of the same 
cause, even from the sUghest excitement, gradually 
up to that fear&l point where it produced instant 
death. An instance analagous to this transpired here 
among you, in the case of the distinguished statesman, 
John Quincy Adams. Perhaps too much anxiety and 
thought for the welfiure of his countiy , at his advanced 
age, called the forces to the brain, and the brilliant 
lamp of reason and life was extinguished ! He has 
entered on other scenes ! 

I have thus &r confined my remarks to effects pro- 
duced upon die brain by the electro-nervous fluid and 
blood, which were called there by the various emotions, 
passions, and sensations of the mind. But that these 
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forces should invade the territory of the brain, and 
produce such results, depends, however, upon the con- 
dition of the brain as to its comparative physical 
strength with the other parts of the system. In this 
view of the subject, had the same misfortunes as to 
loss of property above stated been visited upon this 
same individual when his brain was firm, a different 
disease would have been the result. Suppose that his 
brain^ as to its physical structure, had been strong and 
firm, but that his lungs had been weak. Now let the 
same misfortunes befall him. His mind again shrinks 
back on itself; the electro-nervous force, as before, 
starts for the brain, but is not allowed to enter this 
palace of the distressed monarch, and it stops at the 
limgs, the weakest and nearest post. The blood next 
follows on in pursuit of the servant, and takes up its 
abode with him. Inflammation sets in, and, if the 
trouble of the monarch continues, tubercles form, 
ulceration takes place, and death ensues. It was con- 
sumption. 

But suppose the lungs had been strong, and that the 
stomach had been, by some trivial circumstance, 
rendered the weakest part. The electro-nervous fluid 
and blood would, in this case, have gone there, and taken 
possession of that post. Inflammation, canker, with 
morbid secretions would have ensued, and even ulcers 
might have been formed. The digestive organs would 
have been weakened, and dyspepsia, with all its horror 

3 
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of horrors, would have been the result. If the liver 
had been the weaker spot, the same forces, under the 
same mental impressions, would have congregated 
there, and produced the liver complaint. If the stomach 
and liver had both been strong, and the spine weak, it 
would have been a spinal complaint If all these had 
been physically firm, and the kidneys weak, the same 
forces would have produced a disease of the kidneys. 
And if all in the regions of the brain and trunk had been 
firm, and a mere blow had been inflicted upon the hip, 
knee, or any part of the lower limbs, the electro- 
nervous force and the attendant blood would have gone 
there, and produced the white swelling, or any other 
species of inflammation and distress. So we perceive, 
that the same cause, under mental impressions, may 
produce any of these diseases. As to the character 
of the disease, it merely takes its name firom the organ 
or place in the body where it may locate itself; hence 
diseases differ one fi:om another only as the various dis- 
eased organs, their motions, secretions, and functions 
may differ, or as the various located parts of the body 
invaded by disease may differ firom each other. But 
the producing cause of all these diseases is one and the 
same. It is the electro-nervous fluid of the body. 
Having said all that I at present deem it necessary in 
relation to the disturbing of the nervous force by men- 
tal IMPRESSIONS, I will now turn your attention to 
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the disturbing of the nervous force by physical im- 
pressions. 

As the mind in distress — ^in secret melancholj and 
grief — ^has disturbed the nervous force, which has en- 
gendered disease by calling the blood and other fluids 
of the body to its presence, and thus sent millions to 
their graves — as it has produced all the diseases we 
have mentioned, and even hundreds more ; so the same 
diseases and hundreds more are also produced by the 
nervous force when it is disturbed by physical vmprea- 
siom from external nature. 

I am well awate that mental and physical impres- 
rions may be termed oa««e« of disease; but it wiU be 
remembered, that medical men contend that there are 
remote and proximate causes of disease. I am on the 
latter, and contend that there are not thousands of 
proadmate causes, but only one grand proximate 
cause of disease, and this is the disturbing of the 
nervous fluid, or throwing the electricity of the system 
out of balance ; and that diseases begin in the electric 
force of the nerves, and not in the blood. They begin 
in the invisible and finest substance of the body, and 
end in die gross. Hence, the same cause that produces 
monomania, produces enlire derangement, fits, head- 
ache, and even the commcfn excitement of the brain in 
a public speaker. The same cause produces consump- 
tion, dyspepsia, liver complaint, spinal affections, pleu- 
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risy, cholera, dysentery, inflammations, fevers, etc. 
This subtile, disease-causing principle is the electbo- 
NERVOUS FLUID. When equalized throughout the 
system, it is the cause of health, for it controls the 
blood and other fluids, and when thrown out of balance 
it is the cause of disease. Hence, the minister of health 
and sickness — of life and death — ^is within us, and is 
one and the same principle. As electricity Ts the effi- 
cient cause of aU conv^sions, calms, and storms in 
nature, and of all the pleasing or awful phenomena 
that transpire in earth, air, or ocean, or in the vege- 
table or mineral kingdom ; so, as man is but an epi- 
tome of the imiverse, it is electricity in the form of 
nervous fluid that produces all the convulsions, calms, 
and storms in his own system. 

We have seen the various secret stirrings of electri- 
city in the human nerves imder mental impressions^ in 
producing insanity, fits, consumptions, etc. We wit- 
ness the same moumfiil results when that subtile power 
is moved by physical impressions, A wet foot, for 
instance, may throw the electro-nervous fluid out of 
balance, and this subtile force may suddenly check the 
lacteal or other secretions, and also produce insanity- 
or fits, or by locating itself upon the limgs, it may pro- 
duce consumption. The fact is, that the electro-nerr 
vous fluid, when disturbed at the extremities or on the 
surface of the body, always retires inward, and locates 
itself upon the weakest organ, or upon some weak por- 
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tion of the vitals: the btbod follows, and disease is the 
result. As I have fully explained this when noticing 
mental impressions, so there is no occasion of my par- 
ticularizing. I will merely say, that a sudden exposure 
to a damp air,^ sitting upon a cold rock, Ijring upon the 
ground and suddenly falling asleep, or sitting with the 
back to a current of air while in a perspiration — all, or 
any of these may at times disturb the electro-nervous 
force, and arouse this disease-^aTmng power from its 
slumberings. This may throw the blood out of balance, 
and by locating themselves upon the weakest organ or 
weakest part of the system, engender disease. Or the 
nervous force may be disturbed by eating or drinking 
too much or too little of wholesome substances, or by 
eating or drinking imwholepne or poisonous sub- 
Stances, and all these correspondent diseases produced. 
It is now clearly seen how mental and physiccd im- 
pressions disturb the electricity of the system, which 
locates itself upon the weakest organ, calls the blood 
to its aid, and brings disease, pain, and death. So we 
perceive, that the same nervous fluid which, when 
equalized, produces health, is, when thrown out of ba- 
lance, the cause of disease. The whole electricity of 
the nerves is, of course, one hundred per cent. Fifty 
per cent, is under the voluntary control of the mind, 
and belongs to the voluntary nerves, and the other fifty 
per cent, is under the control of the involuntary powers 
of the mind, and belongs to the involuntary nierves* 
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Now, if the whole fifty per* cent, of either of these 
forces, which when equalized is health, should be sud- 
denly collected upon any one organ, it would be the 
destruction of that organ. If the mind, on hearing 
bad news, or by some sudden distress, should call the 
whole fifty per cent, of electricity under its control to 
the brain, apoplexy aad death must ensue. This would 
be done by a mental impression on the voluntary ner- 
vous force, causing the mind to shrink back on itself and 
become passive. But the same melancholy result could 
be produced by eating, drinking, or some oHieT physical 
impression on the involuntary force over which the 
mind has no such control. Hence it wiU be understood, 
that all diseases, originating under mental impressions, 
are produced by the fi&r per cent, of voluntary ner- 
vous force. But those diseases, originating under phy- 
sical impressions, are produced by the fifty per cent, of 
involuntary nervous force, and over which the mind 
has no control. 

If either of these electro-nervous forces, to a certain 
amoimt, should be called to a muscle, it would be pain. 
If called to a still greater extent, it would be inflam- 
mation; and if the whole fifty per cent, were called 
there, it would be mortification, and the ultimate and 
absolute destruction of the muscle. The same result 
would follow in case either of these forces were called 
to any organ in the system. It would be the destruc- 
tion of that organ* 
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There are three kinds of psdn : f^rst^ a pain pro- 
duced by negative electricity, wHclx attracts the blood 
to the spot, and is ever attended with inflammation. 
Second, a paia produced by positive electricity, which 
repels the blood, and, though equally severe, is never 
attended with inflammation. Third, a pain produced 
by the confiised mixture of tlie two forces, and consist^ 
in a bumins^, itchini?, or prickly sensation, and is ofben 

of disease, which are of course novel to you all; but 
they are, nevertheless, as interesting and important to 
the welfare of our race, as they are novel and strange. 
Medical men have ever noticed the great eflPect that the 
mind has upon the body, both as it regards a disastrous 
or salutary result. Hence they keep up the brightest 
hopes of their patients as to recovery, and carefully 
guard every one against uttering to them a word of 
discouragement. These eflfects they have seen, but not 
understanding the connecting link between mind and 
matter, the true philosophy of disease has been by them 
entirely overlooked, and in relation to this science they 
may after aU cry, ^^ humbug". But this will avail them 
nothing, for truth, after all, will stand unshaken, and 
be appreciated by^afl^r .generations, when opposition 
shall have beeni»te^d,' with no hope of its resurrec- 
tion. In view of our subject, so far as it regards men- 
tal impressions, we see the supreme importance of 
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maintaining a reconciled state of mind. Equanimity 
of mind is the parent of health, peace, happiness, 
and the noblest test of the true Christian. When we 
see thousands always restless, complaining of cold and 
heat, aud wet and dry — complaining of their own con- 
dition, and finding fault with olfhers, and dissatisfied 
with the events of Providence — we need not marvel 
that so many complain of indisposition and disease. 
This state of mind produces them. So beware. 
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LECTURE m. 

Cure of disease. Philosophy of disease^ Mental and physical 

impressions. 

Ladies and Gentlemen : * 

When we reflect how extensive a field the philoso- 
phy of disease naturally occupies, and how vast a 
range we must take in order to inspect minutely its 
several parts, it will then be seen that my remarks, 
in my last Lecture, have been brief in comparison with 
the vastness of the subject. I flatter myself, however, 
that my views are understood, and that the importance 
of the doctrine of mental and physical impressions, in 
relation to disease, is clearly seen^ and folly appre- 
ciated by you all. I believe it to be founded in im- 
mutable truth, and that it will survive the crush of 
empires and the revolution of ages. 

Having brought forward the philosophy of dis- 
ease in my last Lecture, I now turn to the rationale 
OF ITS CUBE in this. 

In discussing the doctrine of mental impressions, I 
have clearly and irresistibly proved that the mind, by 
shrinking back on itself in fear, melancholy, and griefi 
in the day of adversity, misfortime, and distress, can 
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disturb the electro-nervoiis fluid, and allow it to con- 
centrate itself upon any organ of the body and en- 
gender disease. I^ then, the mind can disturb the 
equilibrium of the nervo-electric force, and ^call it to 
some organ so as to produce disease, then the mind can 
also disperse it, equalize the circulation, and restore 
health- This it can do by a mental impression, admit- 
ting the impression to be sufficiently great. For ex- 
ample : A man in possession of five thousand dollars is 
riding homeward on horseback in the evening. He is 
within a mile of his house. He is weary, and his head 
aches so severely that he is obliged to walk his horse. 
He is so indisposed and faint that he can but just keep 
his saddle. From a lonely dismal spot at the road side, 
a robber springs and seizes his horse's bridle, pre- 
sents a pistol, and exclaims, " Your money, or your 
life!" The rider, with a loaded whip, and at the 
impulse of the moment, suddenly strikes the robber's 
arm. This causes the pistol to discharge, and adds to 
the confusion of the moment The rider, scarcely 
knowing what he is about, puts spurs to his horse. 
He darts off at the top of his speed. Before he is 
aware, he is at Hs own door. He dismounts and finds 
himself safe- The vital force is driven to the extre- 
mities, and his hands aiid feet are waaan. Where is his 
headache now? It is goneu The supreme impression 
of his mind drove the electro-nervous fluid firom his 
brain — ^the blood followed it— a reaction took place, 
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and ke was well. Is ther^ anything strange in this? 
No I Then there is nothing strajige in this science, 
for it is the curing of diseases by the doctrine of im- 
pressions. 

J desire it to be distinctly understood how this power 
operates. B,ememb.er mizid touches the electro-nervous 
fluid, moves it — and this fluid moves the blood. Elec- 
Irical Psychology is the doclxine of impressions, and 
the same disease that mind, or even physical im- 
pressions C9p. c^u^e, the mind can remove, if the patient 
be in th.e psychological state. Because mental im- 
pressions to any extent we please can be produced upon 
him. It is ^erefore i^mnateri^ fi^om what source a 
disease ^ay a^^, or what kind of % disease it naay be, 
the mind can, jby its impressions, cause the nervous 
fluid to cure it, or at leapt to prpdupe upon U a salul^y 
i]]Lfluence. I£ exposure to hea^i o;r cold, dampness or 
drjmess, or to any of the chan^ng elements, should 
call the nervous fluid to the lungs, a^nd disturb t^e cir- 
cul^^on of the blood, so as to .produce ^flammation, 
the mind could disperse and equalize it, and thus eflect 
a cure as readily as though this inflammation of the 
lungs bad been brought on by nielancholy and grief, 
or by any other men;tal distress. Or if tjiese exposures 
had caused any other disease or pain in .the system, 
the mind could have had the same power to remove it 
as though it had been ca\;ised by mentfd distress. Or 
if by eating, dri;nking, or by sedentary habits, dys- 
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pepsla had been produced, the mind could have had 
the same power to produce a salutary result, or even 
to cure it, as though it had been caused by mental 
distress. I do not mean that a cure can be effected by 
the electro-nervous force, through mental impressions^ 
if there be any organic destruction of the parts dis- 
eased. The consumption, for instance, could not be 
cured if the limgs were ulcerated; sight could not be 
restored if the optic nerve were destroyed ; nor could 
deafiiess be removed if the auditory nerve were de- 
stroyed. In these cases, even medical remedies, it 
must be granted, would be of no avail, because there 
is no foundation on which to build. In all I have 
said, or may say in regard to cures, I have reference 
only to curable cases. I mean, that the fifty per cent, 
of electro-nervous force, imder the control of the mind, 
could effect a cure where there is no organic destruc 
tion, and where there is, at the same time, a sufficiency 
of vital force left to build upon, so as to be able 
to produce a sanative result. Nor do I mean to be 
understood that this science alone can at all times 
cure. It may require medicines to cooperate with it. 
As diseases are produced through mental and physical 
impressions, so through mental and physical impressions 
they must be cured. 

Medicine produces a physical impression on the sys- 
tem, but never heals a disease. K a disease were 
ever healed through medicines, it was healed by the 
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same sanative power as thougli it had been done by a 
mental impression in accordance with the teachings of 
Electrical Psychology. This is evident; because tiie 
sanative power is in the individual, and not in the 
medicine. Medicines and mental impressions only call 
that sanative principle to the right spot in the system 
so as to enable it to do its work. The following exam- 
ple will explain my meaning on this particular point. 
You enter a garden and see a peach-tree with its 
firuit not fully grown, but so heavily laden, that one of 
its limbs is partially split from the trunk. The gar- 
dener is aware that if it be neglected till the fruit 
grows to maturity, the limb will be entirely parted 
fi'om the tree and die. He carefidly raises the limb 
till the split closes, and puts under it a prop to keep it 
to its place. He winds canvas around the wounded 
part, and over this he puts tar. Now there is cer- 
tainly no healing principle in the prop — ^there is none 
in the canvas — ^nor is tiiere any in the tar. The prop 
merely sustains the weight of the limb, and keeps tiie 
split togetiier ; the canvas is wound aroimd it to pre- 
vent the tar from entering tiie split; and tiie tar was 
applied to protect tiie whole from tiie ab, rains, and 
external elements ; while the tree is left to the inhe- 
rent operations of its oum sanative principles. The 
sanative principle being in tiie tree, it must heal itself. 
So tiie healing principle is in man, as much so as it is 
in the tree. The healing principle in the tree is the 
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invisible electro-veffetative Jluid, This moves and 
equalizes the sap, and the sap affects the wood. It is 
the electricily of the tree that does tiie work ; and this 
electricity is under the control of its vegetable life. 
So the healing principle in man is the invisible electro- 
nervous fluid. This moves and equalizes the blood, 
and the blood afiects tiie flesh. It is the electricity of 
the system, under ihe control of the mind. 

The position is incontrovertible, that the healing 
principle is in man. Admitting it to be electricity, or 
what I call the electro-nervous fluid of the system, it 
is then easily seen that there is no healing principle in 
medicine, and it is also understood what effect medicine 
must have upon the system in order to produce a salu- 
tary influence. It must equalize the electricity, aa 
before remarked, and call it to the proper spot, so as 
to enable it to do its healing work. Hence, if the 
mind can so operate upon the fifty per cent, of the 
electro-nervous force under its centred, as to equalize 
it, then it follows, as a matter of course, that the simie 
healing result will be obtained as is effected by medi- 
cine. In either ^case there is no difference in the 
healing power. In hoAi instances it is the same. The 
only difference is, that in the one case the healing 
power was made to act by the mind, which produced 
its mental impression, and in the oilier case by the 
medicine, which produced its physical impression. 

I may now be asked, K medicine has no healing 
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property in it, then how can an emetic remove impu- 
rities from the stomach by vomiting the patient? In 
reply I would state, that it has never done so. In 
thid I de^re to be distinctly miderstood. I mean that 
an emetic i8 not lhfiy<Hmtmg principle, lie vomiting 
principle is in the man. It is the electricity of the 
system. The electro-nervous fluid of the brain is the 
vomiting principle. Let us understand the philosophy 
of ihis. Emetics, whether mineral or vegetable^ pos- 
sess those peculiar chemical properties that cause im- 
mense secretions. This effect is the whole secret of 
their power. An emetic, taken into the stomach, pro- 
duces secretions most freely from the glands of the 
stomach, from the mucous membrane of the lungs, 
from the glands of the trachae, and from the glands of 
the mouth and tongue. It robs them of their moisture, 
which is continually accumulating upon the stomach. 
The parts being robbed of their moisture by this arti- 
ficial action, the electrioity from the nerves follows it, 
because electricity has a strong affinity for moisture. 
When a sufficiency of the electric forceps drawn from 
the brain, and the blood having in the same ratio fol- 
lowed it, the countenance becomes pide — an expansion 
and collapse of the stomach takes place, and vomiting 
is the result. This is its philosophy. In proof of the 
fact, electricity cannot be gathered in damp weather. 
The moisture, for which it has -a strong affinity, 
holds it. 
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After all I have said of medicine and its operations, 
it may yet be supposed that it possesses some healing 
principle, and that the emetic does vomit the patient. 
Why then will it not vomit a dead man ? The answer 
is, because the vital force is gone, and the emetic is 
powerless. But why will it not vomit the man when 
he is worn out with disease and near his end? I 
answer, because the vital force in the man, on which 
vomiting depends, is wasted ; and as it does not exist 
in the medicine, so the emetic, in its chemical action, 
having no material to work upon or to call to its aid, 
-is powerless. 

If this is not satisfactory to your minds in the settle- 
ment of the question whether the vomiting principle is 
in the medicine or in the patient, I will pursue the 
subject still fexther. Suppose while eating strawber- 
ries and cream, you tell a sensitive lady that she has 
taken into the stomach a worm, or even a fly — she 
stops eating, and in a minute she vomits freely. How 
is this, when she has swallowed, in fact, neither worm 
nor fly? I answer, that the vomiting principle is in 
the brain. She believed that she had taken into the 
stomach what was stated; she kept her attention 
steadily and most intently upon it; and the mind 
threw the electro-nervous force from the brain to the 
stomach, until there was a sufficient quantity to pro- 
duce an expansion and collapse of the stomach, and 
cause vomiting. Now the vomiting in this case and 
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in the case of the emetic was occasioned by one and 
the same thing, and that is the electro-nervous fluid. 
The only difference in the two cases is, that the emetic 
called it from the brain by a physical impression, and 
the mind forced it from the brain by a mental impres- 
sion. 

If the vomiting principle is not in us, why then 
does it turn the stomach to see an animal eating any 
thing very filthy, like the dog returning to his vomit? 
If this prindple is not in us, how can it produce 
nausea? How can the motion of a vessel, and some- 
times even the motion of a carriage, produce vomit- 
ing, unless it exists in the nervous force of the brain? 
Why will a fall or blow upon the head produce it? 

The same is true in relation to cathartics, which 
excite the secretions of the glands, but of other glands 
than those affected by an emetic. A cathartic excites 
the secretions of the mucous glands of the alimentary 
canal. This draws the electric action from the brain, 
but mostly from the nerves on the surface of the body 
there, and produces its results. I have been thus par- 
ticular upon the action and operation of emetics, as 
this one hint is sufficient to lead any reflecting mind to 
a correct impression of the relation in which medicines 
stand to the human system. They are the mere props 
and supports of some weak part, to aid nature in re- 
storing herself to health and vigor. A cathartic, taken 
into the stomach of a very sensitive individual, will 
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produce the result of an emetic; and an emetic, too 
long in effecting its end in Hiq first stomach, will, after 
paasing the duodenum, produce the result of a cathartic 
in the second stomach. 

I have now said all that is necessary in relation to 
the curing of diseases by the electbo-nebvous fobcb, 
and have clearly shown how this Ibrce can be made to 
act by mind, or by medicine. I will now give advice 
inirelation to avoiding disease and preserving health, 
which it wiU be veU for every one to observe who is 
desirous of securing this inestimable blessmg. As life 
is dear to all, I shall be pardoned when I say that 
medical gentlemen are mad who administer medicine in 
silence to the patient jdthout candidly informing him 
what the medicine is, and what effect or effecte he in- 
tends it to produce. If the patient were thus instructed 
by a physician in whom he had foil confidence, then 
he would be in constant expectation of the anticipated 
effect; and Ae mind, by ite mental imprearions, acting 
in concert with the physical impressions of the medi- 
cine, would produce a salutary and happy result. I 
grant that this information cannot be given to in&nts, 
nor to deranged persons; but it should be done in aU 
possible cases. 

In order to preserve health, the body should he kept 
clean, and iJie mind pure aiid cahn. There are ex- 
tremes in every thing, and these should be carefiiUy 
avoided. The body should be carefolly washed all 
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over, or bathed, except the head, in water moderately 
cool. No soap should be used in either case, and the 
process should not occupy mojre than three or four 
minutes. It should be briskly rubbed with a coarse 
towel, and mostly downward, so as not to disturb the 
minute scales that cover the pores. In cold weather, 
colder water diould be used than in moderate weather. 
Indeed, the water should be about the temperature of 
the elements. But in freezing weather the body should 
be merely immersed, and almost inmiediately extri- 
cated, and the washing process should not occupy more 
than a moment of time. In cold weather, twice per 
week is sufficient; and in warm weather, every alter- 
nate day is abundant, in ordinary cases. Too frequent 
washings and bathings, and of too long continuance, to 
persons in ordinary health, is deleterious, as it destroys 
too much of the natural oil of the skin, which the 
Creator has supplied to give it a soft and silky texture. 
The system of hydropathy has great force, if rightly 
managed. In cases of heat, or inflammation, warm 
water should be applied, and the reaction would be 
coolness; and in cases of cold feet, they should be 
washed on going to bed each night in cold water, till 
they remain continually warm. The coldest water 
will extract the frost from a frozen hand, whereas if it 
were immersed in the warmest water that could be 
borne, it would perhaps destroy it, so as to render even 
amputation necessary. But if the hand be burned or 
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scalded, immersing it in the warmest water that can be 
borne, or holding it to the fire, will produce a salutary 
result, even though the remedy be 8t harsh one. On 
this principle, you see the inconsistency of cold water 
applications, and even of ice, to the head in brain 
fevers, or where there is a severe inflammation of the 
brain, occasioned by a fall, a blow, or any concussion. 

I now turn the attention of ladies and gentlemen to 
eating, drinking, and wearing appai«l, and wiU en- 
deavor, in few words as possible, to show the bearing 
of these upon the human constitution. 

Our bodies are made up of the elements, and, as I 
have already observed, are an epitome of the universe. 
In order to insure perfect health, we should subsist en- 
tirely upon the provisions, whether vegetable or animal, 
that are produced in that part of the Earth where we 
were bom and reared, or in that part of the Earth 
where we intend to spend our days. And, moreover, 
our wearing apparel should also be the product of the 
same section where we live. Cotton should never be 
worn where the snow covers the Earth, or in that part 
of the Earth's latitude where it cannot be raised. Hemp, 
flax, cotton, wool, and silk may be worn with perfect 
safety in those latitudes of the Earth's surface where 
they can be cultivated. The Creator's works are perfect. 
He has established complete harmony between the vege- 
tables, and the soil where they grow, and the climate 
that fostered their existence and warmed them into 
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life. He, therefore, who eats the food belonging to his 
own latitude, who drinks the water that gushes from 
his own springs, and wears the clothing produced in 
his own climate, establishes a perfect harmony and 
aptitude between his own body and the surroimding 
elements. I mean that he does this in case he uses 
these blessings temperately, as not abusing them. 

The truth of this will appear perfectly clear, if we 
have a correqt understanding of inuring ourselves to 
another climate, entirely different from the one to which 
we have been* accustomed. I will therefore call your 
attention to the philosopht of becoming accli- 
mated. 

The mineral kingdom lays a foundation for the vege- 
table, and the vegetable for the animal kingdom. It is 
therefore perfectly clear that no animals could have 
had an existence till there were vegetables, because an 
ammal is but a vegetable of the second growth. Each 
latitude of the globe has vegetables peculiar to itself, 
and these make up all the varieties that exist on Earth, 
But the same species of vegetables differ from each 
other in different latitudes, as far as the climates and 
elements or soils may differ from each other. An 
apple, pear, or peach, grown in forty degrees north 
latitude, differs considerably from the same fruit raised- 
in thirty degrees north latitude. This is certain, be- 
cause it is the result of surrounding elements that gave 
it being. The same may be said of com, wheat, and 
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lye in different latitudes. And as animals are but 
vegetables o{ the second growth, hence the same ani- 
mals vary in accordance with their latitudes. The 
beef, mutton, and pork, raised in thirty and forty de- 
grees north latitude, are therefore unlike, each, being 
adapted to its own climate and the vegetables that 
sustained them. 

I have already stated, that our bodies are made of 
the water, the vegetables, and animals upon which we 
subsist, and are adapted to the climate and surroimding 
elements where we were bom and reared. Our bodies 
are continuaUy wasting away, and by food and drink 
are continually repaired. We lose the fleshy particles 
of our bodies about once a year, and the bones in about 
seven years. Hence in seven years we have possessed 
seven bodies of flesh and blood, and one firame of bones. 
We have not now, in all probability, a particle of flesh 

have drank, and the flesh and vegetables we have eaten, 
having made up the component parte of our bodies, 
cause MS to hanker and long for the same substances of 
which our bodies are composed. Like substance in us 
calls for like substance without, to supply the waste 
of the system. This is habitude. 

Now suppose we suddenly change our climate from 
forty to thirty degrees north latitude. The air, water, 
fruits, vegetables, and flesh all differ. The old parti- 
cles composing our bodies, and brought from forty de- 
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grees north latitude, fly off as usual. This produces 
hunger and thirst, and we supply our wants by the 
water and food of thirty degrees north latitude, and 
continue for weeks to do so. This creates a conflict 
between the old substances of our bodies and the new 
flesh and blood continually forming, throws the electro- 
nervous force out of balance, and engenders disease. 
K we live and struggle on for about seven years, we 
become acclimated, because aui old flesh and bones, 
formed by the substances of one latitude, have disap- 
peared, and our entire s}rstems are made up of the 
substances of another latitude. Hence we see the 
danger of changing our positions on the globe to any 
great extent, which may, however, in some instances, 
prove beneficial to tiie constitution. Such is the phi- 
LOSOPHT of being acclimated. 

In view of what I have now brought forward, it will 
be clearly perceived, by ladies and gentlemen, that we 
should confine ourselves to the water, fiiiits, grfons, 
and animal food, and even to the medicines produced 
in that climate where we live, and reject those of dis- 
tant latitudes and foreign climates. To drink tea and 
coffee, and eat^oranges, lemons, citrons, pineapples, 
and the productions of all parts of tiie globe, is like 
changing, in some measure, our climate for anollier, or 
for several others, and thus keeping up a conlinual 
conMct between the elementary particles that are con- 
stantly entering the composition of our bodies. There 
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is^BJi incessant war waged between the climate where 
we live, and the productions of another region, and 
those of our own. To all this, add the clothing of 
other distant climes to be worn by us, and who can 
marvel that almost every man, woman, and child is 
complaining of some indisposition, or else groaning 
under disease and pain ? Abandon luxuries of foreign 
growth; avoid dissipation; keep your bodies clean; 
your minds calm and contented; eat the productions of 
your own climate; drink the clear crystal water of your 
own spring ; wear the flax, hemp, cotton, or wool that is 
raised in your own latitude ; take all the rest of sleep 
that your nature and temperament require ; have your 
hours of study, labor, exercise, and serious contempla- 
tion all regulated; and be temperate in all things. 
FoUow these directions, and no doctor will enter your 
house. I£ you must have tea, use sage, pennyroyal, 
and hemlock. These are wholesome, and habit will 
transform them into luxuries far transcending the 
nerve-destroying plant of China. 

It is impossible that the Creator could have erred in 
adapting all the fruits, grains, and other vegetable sub- 
stances to each latitude of the Earth, so that man and 
other creatures can subsist there in health, peace, and 
happiness. And man no more requires the products 
of other cKmes to increase these blessings, than the 
animals around him, who find not only their food 
and driijtk, but even their medicines produced by the 
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soil on wKich they tread, without resorting to foreign 
importations. At the novelty of these ideas you may 
smile, but they are based on immutable truth, and 
established, constituted, and sustained by Him who 
founded the pillars of strength and beauty that sup- 
port the fabric of nature, and must stand till they 
shall M. 
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LECTURE rV. 

Existence of Ddty proved from motion. The power of dectricitj. 
Spirit not immaterial — not the resnlt of mechanism. 

Ladies Am) Gentlehen: 

The nature and importance of Electrical Psycliology 
I have clearly and philosophically argued, in a &ee, 
unchained. Jd feJess e^re^aion of my thoughts. 
For this, even if I have erred, I am entitled to your 
approbation rather than your coifdemnation. For 
what is man, when he makes himself a cowering, 
cringing slave to the opinions of others, and tamely 
bows to win the momentary smiles of popular applause 
from the passing crowd ? What I have said in relation 
to this science, has been the sincere breathings of my 
own convictions. I have, therefore, reasoned fearless 
of consequences ; and if I have in so doing met your 
approbation, I rejoice at it; if I have met your dis- 
approbation, I regret it: yet you will pardon me when 
I say that I cannot alter my course and accommodate 
myself to the opinions of others, however elevated may 
be their stations. Fully sensible of the duty I owe to 
my fellow-men and to the Supreme Ruler of the uni- 
verse, and when I discharge this to the best of my 
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ability, I little care what men may think or even say 
of me. If, however, what I have argued of the 
human system— the electro-nen^ous force — the con- 
necting link between mind and mattqr— the circulation 
of the blood — ^die philogpphy of disease — ^the rationale, 
of its cure — ^the laws of health, and the philosophy of 
being acclimated — ^if th^se excite your suprise, ladies 
and gentlemen may then prepare themselves for still 
greater surprise in the ai^uzoents now to be ofiered on 
aprijt, and the creation and government of the universe. 
Being myself perfectly unshackled and free, I shall 
exert myself in that freedcan, while, pursuing this de- 
partment of my subject. 

In my introductory remarks in my fitst Lecture, 
I took a general survey of the powens and operations 
of electricity throughout the empire of nature. We 
saw its secret workings, and its alternately sublime or 
awiul manifestations. But all these operations and 
convulsions, however magnificently grand, will appear 
but as the drop of the bucket to the fountain, when 
compared with the Uitseen Powb'e lh,at stirs the uni- 
verse. Electricity, so swift in its movemjent as to rival 
the lightning ghmce of thought^ and so inconceivably 
awfiil in its rending force as to convulse the globe to its 
centre, is yet as nothing, and less than nothing, comr 
pared with that Sternal One who arms it with power — 
who gives it all its expansive force, and who makes it 
the messenger of His attributes to both nature and man. 
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With His finger He has written the truth of this science 
on every object throughout the realms of nature. It 
is written in the beams of the mid-day sun — ^in the 
descending rains and gentle dews. It is written in the 
flowery field and shady grove. It is written in stars 
on the scroll of night. It is written in lightning on 
the bosom of the dark cloud. It is written deep in 
sympathy on the soul, and controls the most powerfiil 
affections and stormy passions of the human heart. 

In this Lecture I will turn your attention to spirit 
or MIND, by which I mean one and the same thing, 
and will endeavour to prove the existence of an Infinite 
Spirit. 

Though the powers of mind and its complicated 
operations can be seen, felt, and in a good degree com- 
prehended, yet, after all, we know but little of mind 
as it regards its properties or avbatance. Some suppose 
it to be absolutely and positively immaterial^ because 
it is purely spirit. Others believe mind to be the re- 
sult of organism, and contend that it cannot exist 
without a brain, which is the grand organ that secretes 
thought, even as the liver secretes its bile, or the 
stomach its gastric juice ! The former of these sup- 
positions is the one generally adopted by the Christian 
community, who believe spirit to be an immxiteriality. 
The latter supposition is embraced by those Christians 
who wholly rely upon the resurrection of the body for 
the future existence of the spirit. They are called 
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Materialists, because they make out the spirit to be no 
substance at all, but merely the result of organized 
matter. Of this faith was the celebrated Dr. Priestly. 
This latter position is also adopted by the Atheists, 
who contend that spirit cannot exist independent of an 
organized brain ; and as they reject the Christian hop& 
of the resurrection, so they contend that mind is extin- 
guished in the night of the grave, and sleeps in non- 
entity, to wake no more. Hence the idea of a God, 
as an intelligent Spirit, they regard as a freak of fimcy 
— a mere chimera of the human brain. Both of these 
positions as it regards spirit I reject, and will give my 
reasons for doing so. 

I reject the immateriality of the spirit, because 
that which is positively and absolutely immaterial 
cannot of course possess either length, breadth, thick- 
ness, nor occupy any space. Indeed, it cannot, in this 
case, possess any form; and that which possesses no 
form, cannot, in the nature of things, occupy any space. 
And to talk of a thing having an existence, wliich, at 
the same time, has no form, nor occupies space, is the 
most consummate nonsense. Hence an immxiteriality 
is a nonentity — a blank nothing. On the other hand, 
if mind is merely the result of organism, and if it can- 
not exist independent of an organized brain, then who 
made the first brain? Did it not require an intelligent 
spirit to organize its several parts, and adapt the eye 
to light, the ear to sound, and make these organs the 
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inlets of sensation to the inhabitant in that brain? 
Surely the brain did not make itself, for this would 
only be saying, that the brain acted before it existed ! 

Having given my reasons for rqecting both these 
ideas of mtW, I am now ready to introdnce the ques- 
tion. What is MIND? I answer, it is a substance — an 
element — as really so as air or water, but differs mate- 
rially from all inert substances in being. I re&^ard 
W 33 UviBg aad embodied fbm - a. t^t incon,^ 
hensible element whose nature it is to possess life and 
motion, as much so as it is the nature of other sub- 
stances to possess inertia. Hence, mind is, in these 
two respects — namely, life and motion — directly the 
opposite of dead matter. 

In the first place I will start with the assertion that 
there must be in the universe an Infinite Mind. It is 
impossible, in the very nature and constitution of 
things, that an absolute perfection of substances can 
be philosophically maintained without this admission. 
For the truth of this position I rely upon motion. By 
MOTION, then, I am to prove the existence of an Eter- 
nal Mind. 

In the first place permit me to remark, that inhe- 
rent motion is not an attribute common to all sub- 
stances in nature. This globe, as a body, is moved 
by the positive and negative forces of electrical action. 
And all the operations of nature in the Earth and ele- 
ments are carried on by the siame power. Whether it 
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be cryBtaDizations, or petri&ctioiis, the growth of vege* 
tation, or its decomposition — ^motions and changes in 
air and water — or the crumbling particles of the moun- 
tain rock — all the motions, visible and invisiMe, that 
transpire m the mineral and vegetable kingdoms, and 
in all their multii^ous opersctions, are produced by 
electricity, which is the universal agent appointed to 
keep up the order and haxmony of the universe. And 
yet it is certain that electricity does not possess in- 
herent motion as its attribute. Motion belongs to one 
substance only, and that is mind. 

There is certainly as much order in the universe as 
there is in the human body. Let us, then, look truth 
cahnly in the face. Each organ of the body performs 
but one function. The eye sees — the ear heara— the 
olfactories smeU — ^the glands taste — ^the heart throbs 
to regulate the blood — ^the hands handle — ^the feet 
walk, and the liver secretes its bile. The eye never 
hears, and the ear never sees. So there is but one 
SUBSTANCE in nature whose attribute is inherent mo- 
tion, and that is ifiNO. Not one single part of the 
human body possesses independent motion. Electri- 
city is l^ere also the grand agent to move the limbs 
and vitals, and the living mind is the only moving 
power. 

The point upon which I am now entering is one of 
most deep and thrilling interest. It is no less than to 
prov« the existence of an Eternal Mind from motion 
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and the absolute perfection of the chain of elementaty 
substances. But wUle accomplisliing this, I must call 
to my aid the relative subtilties of different portions of 
matter with which we are surrounded. Let us, for a 
moment, turn our attention to a few of the most obvi- 
ous substances in nature, and then glance at her abso- 
lute perfection as a whole. Let us carefiilly notice 
the gradation these substances occupy towards each 
other in their relation to motion, and then the intrin- 
sic beauty of the subject will appear. I wiU begin at 
the heaviest matter that may first suggest itself to my 
mind, and leisurely pass on, rising higher and stiU 
higher, through its various grades, up to that which i» 
more and more rarefied, subtile, and light, tiU we ar- 
rive at that which must necessarily possess inherent 
motion, and therefore living power. 

The heaviest of gross substances in existence is the 
most dij£cult to move, and hence must be at the great- 
est possible distance firom motion. Though there are 
several solid substances heavier than lead, yet I choose 
to begin at this, as the idea I wish to convey is all that 
is worthy of your consideration in the present argu- 
ment. Lead, then, on accoimt of the density of ita 
particles, is difficult to move Were it the heaviest 
substance in nature, it would take its position &rther 
distant firom motion than any other substance. Rock 
being more easily moved than lead, takes its relative 
position nearer to motion. In like manner earth ia 
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more easily moved tlian rock. Water is more easily 
moved than earth. Air is more easily moved than 
water. The gaseous fluids are more easily moved than 
air, and electricity is more easily moved than the gase- 
ous fluid. 

It wiU now be perceived by ladies and gentlemen, 
that as we mount the rounds of the ladder in the mag- 
nificent scale of material substances, there is a gradual 
approximation toward motion. Each substance as we 
rise, being more rarefied and light than the one below 
it, is of course nearer to motion than its grosser neigh- 
bor. And it will be perceived by every philosophic 
mind, that we cannot continually approximate motion 
without at last reaching motion, or that substance to 
which motion belongs. 

We have now mounted firom lead up to electricity ; 
and though as we rose we found each successive sub- 
stance more easily moved than the one below it, still 
we have not as yet found a single material that pos- 
sesses inherent motion as its attribute. Lead, rock, 
earth, and water are moved by impulse. Air is moved 
by rarefication, and electricity is moved by the positive 
and negative forces. True we have moimted up, as be- 
fore remarked, to electricity, but even this cannot move, 
unless it is thrown out of balance in relation to quan- 
tity as to its positive aiid negative forces. In such 
cases it flies, equalizes itself, and again sinks to rest. 
I am fiiUy sensible that electricity is a fluid most incon- 
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ceivably subtile, rarefied, and fine. It is computed to 
take four million particles of our air to make a speck 
as large as the smallest visible grain of sand, and yet 
electricity is more than seven hundred thousand times 
finer than air I It is almost unparticled matter, and is 
not only invisible, but, so far as we can judge, it is im- 
ponderable. It cannot be seen — it cannot be weighed ! 
A thousand empty Leyden jars, capable of containing 
a gallon each, may be placed Upon the nicest scale, and 
most accurately weighed. Then let these be filled with 
electricity, and, so far as human isagacity can deter- 
mine, they will weigh no more. Hence, to our percep- 
tion, a thousand gallons weigh nothing. 

As electricity, in regard to motion, stands upon the 
poise, being completely balanced by the positive and 
negative forces, that equalize each other, so it is easily 
perceived, that if we mount one step higher, we must 
come to that substance whose nature it is to move, and 
the result of that motion is thoujght and power. It is 
KIND. Hence it will be distinctly perceived, in view 
of the argument now oflfered, that we cannot, aa phi- 
losophers, stop short of motion in the highest and most 
feublime substance in being. This conclusion, as the 
result of the argument, is absolutely and positively 
irresistible, and challenges refiitation. 

When we mount up in our contemplations through 
the various grades of matter, and see it continually 
brightening as we progress onward in our delightfiil 
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career of rapture, till we arrire at that sublimated 
substance which can neither be seen nor weighed — 
which moves with a velocity of twelve million miles 
per minute, and can travel around this globe in the 
eighth part of a second, we are struck with astonish'- 
ment and awe I But as this is not the last link in the 
immeasurable chain, we are forced to proceed onward 
till we arrive at the finest, most sublime, and briUiant 
substance in being — a substance that possesses the 
attributes of inherent or self-motion and Uving power, 
and firom which all other motion and power throughout 
tiie immeasurable universe are derived. This is the 
Infinite Mind, and possesses embodied form. He is 
a living being. This Infinite Mind comes in contact 
with electricity, gives to it motion, arms it with power, 
and, tiirough this mighty unseen agent, moves tiie imi- 
verse, and carries on all the multi&rious operations of 
nature, whetiier minute or grand* Hence, there is not 
a motion tiiat transpires amidst the immensity of His 
works, firom rolling globes down to tiie felling leaf, but 
what originates in the Etebnal Mind, and by Him is 
performed, through electricity as His agent. Mind is, 
therefore, the absolute perfection of all substances in 
being; and as it possesses self-motion as its grand 
attribute, so it is, in this respect, exactly the reverse 
of all other substances, which are, of themselves, mo- 
tionless. Mind, or spturr, is above all, and absolutely 
disposes of and controls all. Hence mind and its agent. 
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electricity, are both imponderable — are both invisible, 
and coetemal. * 

As the Eternal One wraps clouds and darkness 
round about Him, and holds back the face of His throne, 
so many do not believe in His existence, because He is 
unseen, while all the visible objects of creation are to 
them so many reahties. But the very position here 
assumed is an erroneous one. The very reverse of 
this is true. What is seen is not the reality, but is 
only the manifestation of the unseen^ which is the 
reality. Let us carefully look at this point. There is 
an apple-tree ; it is plainly seen ; but is that tree the 
reality? No ; but it is the result of an invisible cause, 
and that unseen cause is the reality. But what was it? 
I reply, that it was not even the seed, but the life of 
that seed was the reality; and that unseen life pos- 
sessed the embodied form of that tree. All its shapes 
and qolors were there. By coming in contact with the 
soil and moisture, in a proper temperature of climate, 
it was enabled to throw out its own invisible and living 
form. First, then, the life ; next, the seed in which it 
dwells ; next, the trunk of the tree appears. Then its 
limbs and branches — ^its buds, leaves, blossoms, and 
fruit again end in living beauty. It begarf in life, and 
in seed or life it ended. It performed an electric circle. 
The tree, then, is nothing more than a visible outshoot 
— an ultimate of an invisible substance, which is the 
reality. 
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All the powers and operations of nature are lodged 
in the unseen and finest portions of matter — ^they pass 
on through every grade, and end in the gross and hea- 
viest parts. The unseen power that stirs the earth- 
quake and convulses the globe is the reality. It 
passes through every grade of matter, and ends in 
rending the solid rocks and hurling cities in the vor- 
tex of ruin. The power that moves this globe in its 
orbit at the rate of sixty-eight thousand miles per hour, 
is an invisible agent, moved by omnipotent Power — 
for all operations and effects begin in the finest sub- 
stance in being, which is the unseen cause, and there- 
fore the reality. Hence, it is the same in nature as in 
the human system, as I have already shown in my 
arguments on the philosophy of disease. The disease 
begins in the finest substance of the body — ^in the elec- 
tricity of the nerves — ^passes on to the blood and flesh, 
and ends in the bones. There is, indeed, but one com- 
mon mode of operation in nature and in man. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I desire now to turn your 
attention to one important point in relation to mind, 
which has been entirely overlooked by philosophers. I 
mean its involuntary powers. To speak of the invo- 
luntary powers of mind will certainly produce a sin- 
gular impression on your hearts ; and the strangeness 
of the idea may, perhaps, fill you with surprise. But 
strange as it may appear, it is nevertheless true that 
mind possesses the two grand attributes of voluntary 
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and involuntary power. These two constitute the 
mind as a living being of embodied form. If mind 
make use of electncity as its agent, then it must 
possess the voluntary and involuntary powers to meet 
the positive and negative forces in electricity. If this 
be not so, then the Infinite Mind cannot be the Crea- 
tor and Governor of the universe ; because it is by 
His voluntary power that He creates a universe, but it 
is by His ini)oluntafy power that He sustains and 
governs it. Each of these powers, fiom a philosophical 
necessity, and from the very nature of His being, per- 
form their own peculiar fimctions, and in perfect har- 
mony preside over their own respective departments. 
It is the peculiar province of the voluntary power of 
the Infinite Mind to plan, arrange, dispose, and create 
worlds and their inhabitants, and it is the peculiar 
province of His involimtary power to govern and con- 
trol these worlds and their inhabitants through the 
fixed laws of nature. Let us reason this point, and 
it8 consistency mU appear. 

In the first place — ^if the voluntary power of the 
Creator governed the universe, then no possible contin- 
gencies (iould happen — and nothing once commenced 
could ever perish prematurely. For instance: if God 
deteimined to create a human pair, and by His volun- 
tary power commenced the work, they could not perish 
when His work was but partially accomplished. They 
are destined to come to maturity, invested with the 
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true lineaments of form — and destined to gaze upon 
each other as perfect specimens of living beauty. If 
not, then God in His voluntary and absolute determi- 
nations can be thwarted and disappointed. 

The first male and female, at least, of each species, 
were produced, and the whole living chain of animated 
existence was placed upon this globe, by the voluntary 
powers of God, without any previous parents firom 
whom they received their being. They were not bom, 
but created, for there is philosophically and strictly a 
very wide difference between being created and bom. 
The former we call a miracle, the latter, an order of 
nature. To produce a human pair without a previous 
father and mother, is not in the order or power of na- 
ture, for she never changes her mode of operation in 
the production of her animated existences. 

The same is true in relation to the vegetable king- 
dom. The whole species of vegetable life was pro- 
duced by the volimtary powers of God. In the order 
of nature there never was an acorn but what grew on 
an oak ; and th^re never was an oak but what came 
from an acorn. Geology proves that there has been a 
period when there were no vegetables or aninnalp on 
this globe. Which then was first — ^the acorn or the 
oak? If you reply that the acorn was first, then there 
was an acorn that did not grow on an oak. If you say 
that the oak was first, then there was an oak that did 
not come fi^om an acorn. Whence then is the starting 
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point of creation, if there is no God? for nature cannot 
start herself, as this would only be saying that she 
acted before she existed. Whether the Creator, in the 
first place, produced by His voluntary powers the seeds 
or the plants, is of no consequence to my present pur- 
pose. It is enough to say, that they were brought into 
existence without any parent stock, and in performing 
this work there could be no uncertainty, nor could any 
thing perish prematurely, because it was under the 
voluntary powers of the Infinite Mind. 

But after this globe was created, and the first link 
of every species of vegetable and animal life was moved 
into existence by the voluntary powers of the Creator, 
it then naturally and of philosophical necessity passed 
firom the control of the voluntary powers to the control 
of the involuntary powers of the Infinite Mind, and by 
them to be governed through the established laws of 
nature. Here then casualties may naturally arise, but 
no where else under the government of the Supreme. 

This view of mind removes the many difficulties and 
perplexities we encounter, when we contemplate the 
unchangeable character of the Creator in the govern- 
ment of the world. Millions of our race are continu- 
ally perishing by prematures birth ! The eye was most 
skilfiiUy organized and adapted to see light, but saw it 
not. The ear was formed — all its vocal chambers 
were arranged, and the whole adapted to the reverber- 
ations of sound, but it never heard. It had hands, 
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but they never handled — feet, but they never walked — 
lungs, but they never bre?.thed— and a mouth, but it 
never spoke, nor tasted food. 

Again — ^how many millions of our race die under ten 
years of age ! And though they were constituted, and 
ripening for the enjoyment of the social and domestic 
affections, and the multiplication of their race, yet they 
were prematurely cut off, and left no progeny on Earth. 
Now if these events are under the government of the 
voluntary powers of the Creator, would He not, I ask, 
be arrested in the execution of His voluntary will, and 
would not his designs fidl of being accomplished ? The 
conclusion is absolutely irresistible, for how can we 
judge of designs only as we see the adaptation of 
means to ends? If an eye and ear are formed, and 
adapted to light and sound, does not this prove the 
will and design of God, that the one shall see, and the 
other shall hear? It does. K then the infant pre- 
maturely dies and never sees an obiect, nor hears a 
sound, L not those two organs fonnel in vain, and 
are not the design and will of the Creator both firus- 
trated? K the girl that died at ten years of age, and 
never bore nor nursed children — ^if it is admitted that 
she did not answer the Ml measure and end of her 
existence, in common with her sex, is not then the 
wiU of God rendered abortive, and do not His designs 
in this case fail ? It must be so, if the government of the 
world is under the voluntary powers of thelnfiniteMind. 
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That this part of my subject may be imderstCK>d, 
and its consistency clearly seen, I will endeavor to pre- 
sent it before you in a very plain and simple form. I 
will take for illustration the human mind in connectioii 
with this body. We haive two distinct brains — ^the 
cerebrum, with its two hemispheres and six lobes, com- 
mencing at the frontal part of the skull, and occapjing 
the greater portion of the cainty ; and the cerebellmii, 
which occupies the back portion of llie skull. The 
spinal itiarrow, extending through the vertebrae to the 
bottom of the trunk, is but the continuation of these 
two brains. Ftom the spinal marrow branch out, as I 
have before stated, thirty-two pairs of nerves, embracing 
both the nerves of motion and those of sensation. 
From these again branch out others, and in thousands 
of ramifications cany out the full power of both brains 
into every part of the system. 

The ceriebrum is the great foimtain of the volimtary 
nerves, through which the volimtary powers of the 
mind ever act. The cerebellum is the fountain of the 
involuntary nerves, through which the involuntary 
powers of the mind ever act. Though the voluntary 
and involuntary nerves fix)m these two brains seem to 
blend in the spinal marrow, yet they preserve their 
distinct character, even to their final termination in 
the system, and execute the fimotions appertaining to 
their oym office in producing volimtary and involuntaiy 
motion. Such is the residence of the living mind^ 
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whicli seems to hold its throne in the medulla oblongata, 
at the fountain-head of the Toluntary and involuntary 
nerves. Prom thence my mind, by its volitions, con- 
trols all the voluntary motions of my body, through the 
cerebrum. At will I move iny hands in any possible 
direction I please to handle substances, and at will I 
move my feet to walk. ' 

But over the throbbings of my heart, the xJtimate 
heaving of my lungs, the circulation of my blood, and 
the digestion of food by the stomach, I have no volun- 
tary control. Awake, asleep, at home, abroad, the 
heart continues its motions, and the functions of life 
are executed, whether I wiU it or not. These then 
receive their motions from the involuntary powers of 
my mind, acting through the cerebeUum. That these 
are all moved by mind is certain— ^because, take the 
niind or spirit from the body, and all motions, whether 
voluntary or involuntary, instantly cease. 

I will now make an application of this to the Infi- 
nite Mind, in creating and governing the xmiverse. If, 
for instance, you make machinery of various kinds, 
these are your own creations, for they are made by 
the voluntary powers of your mind. If you cultivate 
the earth, and raise grain and the various vegetables, 
to sustain your eidstence, these again are your own 
creations, for they are produced by your voluntary 
powers. You prepare them, by various processes, for 
your use — ^you cook and place them on the table. You 
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cat them, and thus far they are under your voluntary 
action. But the moment they are eaten, your crea- 
tions are finished, and the whole, naturally and of 
philosophical necessity, passes beyond your direct voli- 
tion, and is subjected to the involuntary powers of 
your mind. These now take charge of this new crea- 
tion, and govern it in all its involuntary motions and 
revolutions, according to the fixed laws of the organized 
system. 

In like manner the voluntary powers of Deity are 
unchangeably employed in planning, arranging, and 
creating new worlds and systems of worlds, and peo- 
pling them with inhabitants. When the whole of any 
such system is finished, and all its laws established for 
the rolling of worlds, and for the operations of the 
mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms, the whole 
naturally passes, according to the principles of philo- 
sophical necessity, j&om the action and control of His 
voluntary, miraculous power, and submits itself to be 
governed through the fixed laws of the universe, by the 
involuntary powers of the same Infinite Mind. As 
the bare presence of the human mind in the brain 
causes the heart to throb and the fimctions of life to 
proceed, even when that mind is wrapped in sleep so 
profound that not a thought is stirring in its voluntary 
department, so the bare presence and majesty of the 
Infinite Mind, even if He should not exercise a thought, 
would cause all worlds to roll through immensity, and 



LECTUBB IT. 93 

cause all the operations of nature in the mineral, vege- 
table, and animal kingdoms to proceed on in their 
ceaseless changes ; for these are under the control of 
the involuntary powers of the Deity, acting through 
the laws of the universe. 
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LECTURE V. 

Subject of creation considered. All motion originates in mtnd. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

In mj last Lecture the momentous question was 
presented for our consideration — ^Wliere is the starting 
point of all motion and power, whether voluntary <Hr 
involuntary, in both nature and man ? The transcen- 
dent importance of this question clothes it with the 
eloquence of its own splendor. I have humbly endear 
vored to answer it by showing that all motion and 
power originate in mind. And surely the idea that 
mind possesses the attribute of innate motion and 
living power, is both majestic and sublime. I have 
shown that mind has two grand forces. I mean its 
voluntary and involuntary powers, by which the world 
was created and is govenied. I have, proved the 
existence of the Lifinite Mind from motion and the 
absolute perfection of material existences. I have shown 
that mind must be some substance, and not the result 
of organism, nor an absolute immaterialitf/, which is 
but a nonentity. 

I am well aware that thought, reason, and under-^ 
standing are considered to be mind, and that these are 
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immaterial. But they axe not mind, as I have clearly 
proved in my Lectures on the Philosophy of Mesmer- 
ism. Thought and reason are but the results of mind. 
What is it that thinks and reasons? It is the mind. 
Then mind is. something distinct firom these mental 
operations, which are only its effects. Wh^n the vol- 
untary powi^rs of the mind are stilled in sleep, reason 
and thought are gone. Hence if these are mind, then 
the mind is annihilated in sleep. But if we admit 
mind to be a substance, a living and spiritually origan- 
iced being, then all is plain. Sleep stops its motion, 
and thought is gone. Remove that pressure, and 
release the mind, and instantly it resmnes its inherent 
motion, and the result of that motion is thought and 
power. On this point I add no more, but refer you 
to my Lectures on Mesmerism to leam my views more 
fiiUy. 

I now turn your attention to the subject of creation. 
Entering upon this, I feel the incompetemsy of my 
feeble powers to do it justice. Like a drop to a4 ocean, 
or an atom to a universe^ any possible representation 
of the. intrinsic grandeur. of this subject must fall so 
far short of its reality, as to render any attempt at an 
adequate deseriprtion the unpardonable presumption of 
impotent folly. Yet, as we are endowed with reason, 
and as the inspiration of the Almighty hath given us 
understanding, so we are bound, by the very laws of 
our being, to extend our researches to the utmost 
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verge of oxtr mental capacity. He who would curb the 
human intellect and say this or that is a subject with 
which we have no right to meddle, and into which we 
have no right to inquire, is not only recreant to duty 
as an intellectual and moral being, but betrays his own 
ignorance, and proves himself a scientific bigot. Give 
the mind full scope aCnd sea-room — let it feel the deep 
stirrings of its own powers, and soar, if it can, into 
the light of eternity, and survey the very throne of 
God, and Him who sitteth thfereon ; and, if possible, 
let it scan the secret energies of His creating fiat, and 
even examine the raw material out of which worlds 
were manufactured. 

It is the most commonly received opinion in the 
Christian world, that God made all things out of no- 
thing. It is true the inspired book does not say, or 
even hint this. It simply says — "In the beginning 
God created the Heavens and the Earth" ; but it does 
not add the words--ou< of nothing. It is absolutely 
and pMosopHcally impossible, in the very nature and 
constitution of things, that something can be made out 
of nothing. It implies, at the same time, a contradic*- 
tion in terms. We cannot form even a notion in our 
imaginations how much of nothing it would take to 
make the least imaginable something. I am speaking 
of nothing in the strictest sense of the word. But 
using the word nothing in its common acceptation, we, 
can easily perceive how all things could have been 
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made out of nothing. When all visible objects are 
removed from a room, we say there U nothinff in it- 
it is empty. Yet we know that it is filled with air, 
because we continue to breathe. But if the air, by a 
force-pump, were removed firom an air-tight room, we 
might with much more propriety say, there is nothing 
in it; yet electricity would be there. If solid sub- 
stances were therefore made out of air, in an empty 
room, we could say that they were made out of nothing, 
for the room, according to the usual mode of expression, 
had nothing in it. But admitting the air to have been 
extracted from the room, and nothing but electricity 
left, and if solid substances were produced from this 
ethereal and invisible fluid, we could with much more 
apparent consistency say, that they were made out of 
nothing. In this sense, I grant that all things were 
made out of nothing. Paul says — "The things that 
are seen were not made of things that do appear". 
Here he plainly states, that the substances seen were 
made of invisible substances, or such as did not 
appear — ^for by things he only means substances, 
K, however, it be said, to create must mean to bring 

• 

into existence something firom nothing, I have only to 

say, that this is not so ; for it says, "God created man 

out of the du^t of the Earth". Here He created him 

out of something — ^it was out of dust, and yet it was 

creation. The Hebrew word rendered create, more 

strictly means to gather together 'by concretion, or to 

5 
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form by consolidation — ^but never can it mean to bring 
something into existence from absolutely and positively 
nothing, I therefore contend that all things were 
made out of electricity, which is not only an invisible 
and imponderable substance, but is primeval and eter- 
nal matter. It contains the invisible and impon- 
derable properties of all things in being. That this is 
electricity is certain, because there is no other sub* 
stance with which the Infinite Mind could have come 
in direct contact, so as to have produced by His creat- 
ing power the solid and visible substances that compose 
the globe. It is, as I have already proved, in my first 
and second Lectures, philosophically impossible for 
mind to come in direct contact with any substance in 
nature except electricity. Hence electricity contains 
the elementary principles of aU things in being, and 
contains them in their original, invisible, and impon- 
derable state. 

There must be something eternal. God, duration, 
and space exist of philosophical necessity, and that 
space was eternally filled with primeval matter. When 
1 say that they exist of necessity, I mean that the con- 
trary of space and duration cannot possibly be con- 
ceived. K infinite space were filled with an infinite 
globe, it would be space filled. If that globe were 
struck out of existence, it . would be space empty. 
Filled or empty, it would still be apace. As space exists 
of necessity, it is absolutely and positively eternal, and 
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hence could never have be^i created or changed. The 
same is true in relation to duration. Duration must 
have rolled on, even if there had been no revolutions 
of suns and worlds to mark its periods. The contrary 
cannot possibly be conceived. Hence, duration and 
space both exist of philosophical necessity^ and are 
absolutely eternal. Endless diiration is the age of 
Jehovah, and space is the empire in which He dwells 
and reigns. This space was eternally filled with mind 
and invisible matter in its original state. They both 
exist of philosophical necessity.. 

Hence, matter is eternal, because if there ever had 
been a period when there was nothing in existence as it 
regards matter, then nothing would now have been, for 
nothing cannot create itself into something. The same 
is true in relation to mind. If there ever had been a 
period when there was no mind in existence, then no 
mind could now have been, for mind could not have 
created itself, as this would be admitting mind to have 
acted before it existed. Hence, mind and primeval 
matter are both coexistent and coetemaL Indeed, the 
one could not exist without the other, because that 
electricity, which is original and eternal matter, is the 
body of God. All other bodies are therefore emana- 
tions &om His body, and all other spirits are emana^ 
tions from His spirit. Hence, all things are of God. 
He has poured Himself throughout all His works. He 
has poured spirit from spirit s awfrd fountain, and kin- 
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died into existence a world of rationals. On this prin- 
ciple it will be seen, that the Eternal Mind is not 
absolutely omnipresent, while His electrical body is, 
because it pervades immensity of space. Mind must 
be enthroned, and not diffused over the whole body. 
And as the mind of Jehovah actuates His body, so He 
produces impressions throughout the boundlessness of 
space, and makes Himself instantly felt throughout the 
immensity of His works, even as the human mind, wHch 
is located in the brain, still makes its presence felt 
throughout the body, even to every possible extremity, 
and produces the impressions of its existence on others. 
Mind or spirit is of itself embodied and living form. 
It is spiritual organism in absolute perfection, and from 
mind itself all form and beauty emanate. The body 
of man is but an outshoot or manifestation of his mind. 
If I may be allowed the expression, it is the ultimate 
of his mind. Hence, every creature in existence has a 
body which is the shape of its mind, admitting that the 
physical laws of the system were not interrupted in 
producing the natural form of the body from mind. 
The serpent is all length — ^is all concentration, and no 
wonder that he can charm the bird and other creatures 
around him. What a singular mind the lobster must 
have, for he has a singular body ! • 

We touch the finger to any substance, and in the 
finger we appear to feel it. But this is not so, because 
all feeling is in the mind. If we amputate the arm or 
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leg, yet the fingers and toes«S^ lisyal can be felt. For 
instance, we move a finger or wiey.*^e arm. How is 
this done ? I answer this question J>y-saying, that the 
mind has its spiritual fingers, arms, limbs^ * and all its 
lineaments of form corresponding to th<3se qB the body. 
The mind holds its throne in the brain, an4*})Qp§essing 
in itself the power of feeling and motion, it m'ejeTy etirs 
its spiritual fingers, or wields its spiritual armtf/ and 
through the electric action of the nerves, which ixcy 
laid, like so many telegraphic wires, between the two, 
the natural finger and the natural arm are compelled to 
make an exactly correspondent motion. This solves 
the mystery why the man who has his arm amputated, 
even up to the shoulder, yet feels his arm and his fin- 
gers as long as he lives, and often feels in them an 
itching sensation, or even pain, and that, too, at the 
same distance fi*om his body which the fingers and arm 
occupied before amputation took place. All opera- 
tions, convulsions, and motions begin in the unseen 
substance of the body, and end in its gross and solid 
parts. These are last moved and last affected. This is 
not only so in muscular motion, but throughout nature. 
Having the great principles of mind and matter 
before us, I will now proceed to notice the creation of 
worlds. I have already remarked, that all the chemi- 
cal properties of all substances in existence, belonging 
to our globe and its surrounding elements, were made 
out of electricity. Hence, electricity contains all the 
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elementary principlesji of iJl lyings in being. The an- 
cients supposed therjS* to be but four elements — namely, 
earthy air , Jire, yOaij^'^ water. It so happens, however, 
that heat is*np element at all, any more than cold. It 
is merely, an effect of substances in motion, produced 
by theiT*:£|^i3tion. Though the ancients supposed there 
to be l5nt'fbur elements, yet as the science of chemistry 
adyadces onward toward perfection, more elements are 
"detected. I believe that about forty have been already 
discovered, yet we have no reason to beKeve that even 
these are all. I will suppose, however, that there are 
one hundred elements belonging to this globe. Then 
there are one himdred elements in electricity, out of 
which this globe was created. We will step back in 
our imaginations to that period when this globe, as 
such, had no existence. For the sake of perspicuity, 
we will suppose one hundred cords to be fastened on 
those one hundred elements in electricity. Please to 
bear this fiict in mind. 

Now, as the Eternal Mmd can come in direct con- 
tact with electricity only, so He exertied His voluntary 
powers that constitute Hiia creative energy, and con- 
densed those one hundred elements that constitute 
electricity, down to a more gross and dense state, each 
element sliding down its own cord in its progress toward 
creation. Though mind can directly touch nothing but 
electricity, yet electricity, as the universal agent under 
Deity, can touch all substances in being. The Creator 
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again acts, through another volume of electricity, upon 
those one hundred partially condensed elements, and 
moves them down a grade fiixther onward toward their 
ultimate or created state. And thus the work pro- 
gresses; wave successively following wave down its 
own cord, till they all become air. Hence, air contains 
the one hundred elements ; and all the chemical pro- 
perties of all things in being are involved in it. And 
so the work of creation progresses, under the never- 
ceasing action of the Infinite Mind, from whom all mo- 
tion and power emanate, till those one himdred ele- 
ments are made into water. Hence, water contains all 
the chemical properties of all things in being. Matter, 
from its invisible electric state, has now become visible 
in the crystal, volatile, and colorless state called water. 
The whole one hundred elements are here in solution ; 
and fi:6m water, which is the universal solvent of na- 
ture, earth, and all mineral and crystallized substances 
were made. Boyle has proved, that by transmutation, 
as he terms it, nature turns water into earth; and 
Bishop Watson, in his "Chemical Essays", admits 
the same, and says, "it has neVer been disproved by 
any writer". Boyle should not have said that nature, 
by transmutation, does this ; but that the Creator, 
by His own power of inherent motion, turns water into 
earth. I resume this interesting subject. 

The one himdred elements, having reached the lower 
extremity of the one hundred cords, have now attained 
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their ultiinate created condition and form, and the fin- 
ished globe, in all its youth, beauty, and variety, 
appears. At the top of those cords are the one hun- 
dred elements in their original electrical state, resting 
in their own invisibility ; and as we descend we see the 
continual change each successive wave passed through, 
as the whole one hundred substances were, under the 
action of the Creator, gradually approaching their 
created state, till at length they emerged from invisi- 
bility and chaotic night into the light of day, and ren- 
dered the variegated beauties of their created forms 
visible to the eye of the beholder. 

The globe being finished, it required electricity, the 
original substance out of which it was made, to be 
brought upon it by the Creator, so that His infinite 
mind, through this agent, might come in contact with 
it, in order to move and govern it, not only in its revo- 
lutions by the attractive and repulsive forces, but in 
producing all the changes and operations in its mineral, 
vegetable, and animal kingdoms. As this great work 
is submitted to the involuntary powers of the Infinite 
Mind, and as mind cannot come in direct contact with 
gross matter, so the beauty and simplicity of the sub- 
ject appear in the grandeur of the idea, that electricity, 
being uncreated and eternal matter, is the only sub- 
stance that mind can touch, and hence is the great 
physical agent the Creator employs in the government 
of all worlds. The unchanging laws of the imiverse 
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axe but the unchanging thoughts of Go^. Ladies and 
gentlemen, I desire you to bear in mind that it re- 
quires electricity, the very substance out of which the 
globe was made, to govern it by its positive and nega- 
tive forces under the energy of Infinite Power. 

As tliis subject is somewhat intricate, permit me to 
be very explicit in making myself understood. When 
I say that it requires electricity to govern the globe, I 
mean as follows: Electricity, being the uncreated sub- 
stance, is the positive force, and the globe, being the 
created substance, is the negative force. In the next 
place it will be clearly perceived, that all the sub- 
stances existing in the globe, as so many ultimates, 
exist in electricity as so many primates. For in- 
stance : If there is gold in the globe, then there is gold 
in electricity^ out of which it was made. If tliere is 
phosphate of lime in the globe, out of which the shells 
of .the ocean and bones are formed, then there is phos- 
phate of lime in electricity, out of which it was made. 
The gold in electricity is in a gaseous and invisible 
state, and is the positive force, and the gold in tbe> 
globe is in a solid and visible state, and is the n^a" 
tive force. As the positive and negative forces always 
come together, so the gold in electricity entirely con- 
trols and mineralizes the gold in the globe, but lets its 
ninety-nine kindred elements alone. Each one keeps, 
its own cord of commimication from top to bottom — 
from primate to ultimate — ^from positive to negative. 
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The same is .true, not only of the gold, and of the 
phosphate of lime, but also of the ninety-eight remain* 
ing elements. The whole one hundred elements in 
electricity, as the positive forces, are brought to act 
upon the one himdred corresponding elements of the 
globe, as the negative forces, and thus not oiily move 
it on its axis, and in its revolutions around the sun, 
but produce all the changes and operations in these 
elementary substances of which the globe is composed. 

These ideas of the creation and - government of the 
world are in reality sublime. And when we reflect 
that the Infinite Mind comes in contact with electri- 
city, and, through that eternal, invisible agent, governs 
all worlds by His involuntary powers, sublimity rises 
into infinite magnificencerSdoverwhehns Z soul 
with awe ! 

The sun being pure electricity, is, of course, a cold, 
invisible body. He is placed, aa is supposed, in the 
centre of a retinue of worlds composing our planetary 
system, and that to these worlds he gives light, heat, 
and vegetation. But to my mind it i3 evident that 
there can be no light above our atmosphere, which sur- 
roimds the globe to the height of about G£ty miles. 
As electricity travels from the sun to the globe in 
never-ceasing streams, so when it strikes the top of oxxt 
atmosphere, it becomes faintly visible, and not before. 
This is proved by the morning and evening twilight^ 
when the sun is so far below the eastern hills as to 
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fitrike the very top of our atmosphere, apparentlj on 
a level with our fields^ and affoids a feeble light on 
accoimt of the thinness of our air at that height. But 
as it rises higher, its raya shoot deeper, and the air 
glowing denser as they approach the Earth where we 
stand, tiU they touch it, the friction on the particles 
of air is of course greater, and the light and heat aie 
rendered more intense by this density of atmosphere, 
and by their final reflection and reaction from the 
globe. Hence, could we rise to the top of our atmo- 
sphere, the Sim would disappear, and we should there 
be shrouded in total darkness. Electricity is cold and 
invisible, and dd it travels firom the sim to the globe at 
the rate of twelve million miles per minute, so it sets 
the particles of the air on fire by the rapidity of its 
motion and friction* Such is the philosophy of the 
morning and evening twilight, which never has been, 
and cannot be explained on any other principle than 
the electrical invisibility of our sun, and the absence 
of all light above our atmosphere. And electricity, 
thrown firom the sun to the globe, is the mode em- 
ployed by the Creator to bring it to its fiill growth and 
perfection, as a meet habitation for man. 

As electricity is, in its one hundred elements, con- 
tinually pouring firom the sun upon the globe, why does 
it not continue to increase it in bulk ? I reply that it 
does, arid hence its entire creation, as to its size, vege- 
tables, 9Ad animals, is not yet perfected, but will be in 
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future ages. Its distance firom the sun, and its exact 
relation to surrounding worlds, will then forbid its 
increase in bulk. The human body, when completely 
developed by food and drink, ceases its growth, even 
though the same sustenance, both in quality and quan- 
tity, is continued. This I will more ftdly explain, 
and hence the cause of the variation of the compass, 
which in philosophy yet remains inscrutable, will be 
made to appear. 

Comets are declared by Newton and others to be 
melted globes, and he computed the heat of one to be 
several thousand times hotter than that of red-hot iron, 
and that it would take a comet the size of this globe, 
fifty thousand years to cool to its centre. Comets move 
in very elliptical orbits, and axe deemed, on this ac- 
count, to be very eccentric bodies. The cause of this 
is, that while they are chained by the attractive and 
repulsive forces to keep a circle, yet, as they are pxo- 
pelled in a straight line, sky-rocket-like, by their own 
internal gaseous flames that stream in their course, so 
their orbits are elliptical. As they cool, their own in- 
ternal force is lessened, and their orbits become more 
circular, because there is less trespassing on the attractive 
and repulsive forces, which, if left to their own opera- 
tion, independent of foreign, influences, would move 
all worlds in perfect circles. Immensity of space is 
not square, for then worlds would move in a square, 
but it is round, if I may be indulged in the expression 
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in regard to that boundless field, "whose centre is 
everywhere, and its circumference nowhere". Elec- 
tricity, uninfluenced, always moves in circles. 

The globe yet moves in an elliptical orbit, because 
its bowels are melted lava, and perhaps not more than 
one hundred miles in depth of its crust are as yet 
cooled. And the two hundred volcanoes now in ex- 
istence, are so many spiracles to the subterranean 
furnace, and continually throw off the gaseous sub- 
stances generated in its bosom, and cause it to trans- 
gress in some measure the attractive and repulsive 
forces that move it As it cools, it continually ap- 
proximates, in its orbit, nearer to a circle. This will 
cause the variation of the compass to continue, till its 
own internal forces cease to affect its motion, and allow 
the law of attraction and repulsion to move it in a 
perfect circle around the sun. And when it shall per- 
form an exact circle in its annual revolution, it wiUbe 
perfectly finished as to its size, and yet the quantity of 
electricity thrown upon it firom the sun, will be the 
same as it now is, and ever has been. But this re- 
dundancy will be thrown off at its north and south 
poles, and in such increased quantities as to warm and 
enlighten those extremities of the globe, and bring them 
into the firuitfiilne^s and bloom of the garden of Eden. 
Then the variation of the compass will cease, inasmuch 
as the cause will be removed that produces it. The 
cause of its variation is the elliptical orbit in which our 
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globe moves, and its contmtial and unceasing approack 
to a circle. And when that circle shall be obtained, the 
globe will be finished, and the vaiiation of the compass 
will disappear. 

The globe is yet in its infency — ^yes, in the embryo 
of its being — and it will reqtdre many thousand years 
to finish it. And this must be done, because under 
the voluntary powets of the Creator, nothing can perish 
prematurely. Many species of ve&^etables and animals 
now in eitenoe, ^Lome exLt, and disappear 
fix)m the page of the naturalist, and others of a more 
improved and superior character will be awakened 
into being. They will be perfectly adapted to the 
fiiture and ultimate perfection that this globe, under the 
energies of the Infinite Mind, is destined to attain. Its 
creation wiU then be perfected. The soil upon which 
we now stand, wiU Uum be some deep stratum in its 
crust, containing our present vegetables and animals in 
a state of petrifaction. These will be pronoimced, by 
coming generations, the strange nondescript remains 
of past centuries, and afford to the fiiture geologist and 
naturalist abundant materials for their loftiest specula* 
tions. This subject, in connection with the bound- 
lessness of the universe, and the successive creation of 
worlds, I should like to pursue to a greater extent, but 
least I weary your patience, I now turn your attention 
to the creation of the vegetable and animal species. 
As globes were successively produced, so vegetables 
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and animals were not created at once, but successiyelj 
through a long series of intervening ages. Does not 
the Creator act through the established laws of gene- 
ration in producing the human species? He does. 
While I freely admit that God originally produced 
man by what we call miracle^ yet by miracle I only 
mean that the first human beings were produced 
without any parent stock, from whom they received 
their existence through ordinary generation, as we 
witness in the present day. And they were evidently 
produced ftdl-grown, otherwise they could not have 
sustained their existenceby procuring their own food, 
because the in&nt is helpless. But the miracle by 
which existence was thus conferred, was not contrary 
to the laws of nature, but was effected by the volun- 
tary powers of Deity exerted through the laws of 
nature. It was thus He established both the vegetable 
and animal kingdoms, not simultaneously, but succes- 
sively and progressively through various ages, from the 
lowest vegetable life up to man, who is the glory of 
this lower world. 

While I contend that the Creator produced the 
whole vegetable and animal creation at first, without 
any parent stock or the ordinary mode of generation, 
yet I would not be understood to say that there were 
no germs of life existing as a primordial cause adequate 
to the effect produced. But while I contend that there 
were, for instance, no acorns, near other seeds in being, 



112 ELECTRO - BIOLOGY. 

yet it is evident that the germ necjessary to produce an 
acorn or an oak eternally existed in God. Hence the 
spirit of all life, whether vegetable or animal, even 
from the highest reasoning powers, through every link 
of the animal chain down to the lowest creature, and 
through every link of th^ vegetable chain, eternally 
existed in God, and is absolutely immortal. The 
whole of this immense variety combined in Deity con- 
stitutes the fulness and perfection of the Eternal 
Mind. Hence the lowest animal or vegetable life is 
but a part of the lowest life in Gods spirit, wHch is 
the correspondent germ from whence it emanated. 
And the matter that forms the visible substance of 
all animal and vegetable bodies eternally existed 
in electricity, which is the original, invisible, and im- 
mortal condition of. inert matter, and constitutes the 
body of God. Hence God and electricity are both 
immortal and eternal. From electricity, which is the 
invisible body of God, have emanated all the visible 
substances that constitute globes, and from the fulness 
of His spirit have emanated all life, form, and motion. 
And as all organism exists in spirit, so each animal 
and vegetable have developed a physical body corres- 
ponding in form to the germ of life they received from 
the inexhaustible fountain of the Infinite Mind. 

If God does not create through the laws of nature, 
but by miracle, in the arbitrary sense it is generally 
understood by Christians, He would, in this case, have 



LECTURE V. 113 

finished the globe before He produced the vegetable 
and animal kingdoms, and then moved them both into 
existence at the same time. But He cannot, from the 
very nature of His perfections, suspend the production 
of life while forming a globe of dead matter, because 
He pours forth simultaneously and unchangeably all 
His perfections, which are transmitted through corres- 
pondent laws for the production of life, so &x as a 
globe may be finished. And as this globe was pro- 
gressively forming through successive ages, and one 
elementary department finished before another, so the 
successive creation of plants and animals, as geology 
proves, is easily and rationally accounted for. 

God could not create a fish until there was water 
adapted to its existence. And the moment the water 
was perfected, it stood in a philosophical aptitude to 
the marine laws of the universe, and through these 
emanated fiom the Creator that portion only of His. 
spirit which stood in aptitude to the aqueous depart- 
ment, and this spirit became the living germ or life of 
that fish, and produced its body through the positive 
and negative forces of electric action. Hence, the body 
of this fish was but the developed and visible shape of 
its mind. But as the water was progressively created, 
and for many ages covered the earth before dry land 
appeared, therefore, while in its turbid and unfinished 
state, many of tlie inferior species, from the lowest 
life up to shell-fish, and from thence up through every 
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grade, existed before the moBt highly organized and 
perfect fish was created. And each of these grades^ 
in like manner, through the laws of nature, received 
their life irom the infinite fountaiu of spirit, which be* 
came the germ of their being. The various shapes of 
their organic structures were but visible manifestationd 
of the various shapes of their minds, and the most 
perfectly organized fish in the ocean involves in his 
body the organism of all below him, and his intelligence 
is equal in amount to the intelligence in all. 

It is evident that vegetables, in some form, must 
have preceded animals, for an animal is but a vegeta* 
ble of the second growth. May there not be a marine 
vegetation of as great variety and abundance in the 
cavemed vales of the ocean as there is on earth? Of 
this, however, we are certain, that terrestrial plants 
and trees could not have been created till the dry land 
appeared, because the Deity does not create by any 
arbitrary mode of procedure, but through the immuta- 
ble laws of nature. As soon as the dry land stood in 
a philosophical aptitude to the laws of the universe, 
and as the Spirit of the Creator gives out, like the sun, 
its unchangeable and never-ceasing emanations, so it 
communicated a portion of itself as the germinating 
principle of life, and vegetation appeared, conmiencing 
at the himiblest and most imperfect formation of plants, 
and rising higher and still higher in the beauty of or- 
ganic perfection, till the noblest finiit-trees and most 
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poAverful sons of the forest stood erect, and the finest 
organized plants and most beautiM flowers graced 
creation, and robed tlie new-bom Earth in smiles. 

As each of tibese vegetable tribes rose in succession, 
one abaye another with increasing splendor, so each 
superior tribe involved in ite cmn perfection the per- 
fection and organism of all below it. For instance, 
the first species of plants on the jet marshy Earth was 
ordinary ; the second^ more perfect, retained its own, 
and involved all contained in \ke first; the thirds still 
advancing, retained its own perfection, and involved all 
contained in the one below it ; the fourth makes its 
appearance one grade higher, and involves all the or- 
ganic perfections of the three below it. And should 
we be able, in this vast range, to find the thousandth 
difierent species, that thousandth one would retain its 
own, and involve all the complicated beauties of organic 
structure and life contained in the nine hundred and 
ninety-nine below it ; because, as the form of the Earth, 
in its progressive creation, became more and more per- 
fect and dense, each rising vegetable species, standing in 
a full and exact aptitude to all the laws of nature then 
in action, so far as the globe was finished, would avail 
itself of all the life firom the Creator which thus far 
acted through, and filled these laws. 

It was the same, as we have already noticed, with 
all animal life in the ocean. Each higher involved in 
itself the perfections of all below it. It was the 
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same with aU animated beings in earth and air. The 
amphibious animal is, of course, the connecting link 
between the aqueous and terrestrial race. From, the 
humblest land animal up to man, the same grand la'W' 
obtains. Each Ugher involves in its constitution the 
perfections of all below it, even up to man. When 
the Earth was finished, man was produced. And all 
the laws of nature in relation to ihis globe being in 
action, so in man^s organism was involved the organ- 
ism of the whole animal and vegetable creation, and in 
his spirit was involved the spirit of all life and intelli- 
gence in universal nature below him. And, standing 
in a complete relationship to the finished globe and all 
its perfect laws, he, of course, drank in a portion of 
all the perfections contained in the Infinite Spirit, and 
hence he was strictly in the image of God. Man is, 
therefore, in every sense, a perfect and grand epitome 
of the imiverse. As he is in the image of his God, he 
stands at the foimtain-head of creation, and drinks in 
all the powers of imiversal nature, and is sustained by 
being fed with a due portion of both spiritual and 
physical sustenance. His mind is fed and developed 
with impressiona as his body is with food., 

Gx)d is a spirit, and in His spirit are involved all 
life, all form, and the germinating principle of aU ani- 
mal and vegetable spirit. And in His body, which is 
electricity, are involved the invisible and ethereal sub- 
stances of all inert matter, out of which all globes and 
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the bodies of all creatures were produced. In God Is, 
therefore, involved the invisible and primal essence of 
all matter and spirit existing in all globes and their 
inhabitants. 

But, after all, what is spirit? It is that sub- 
stance which possesses self-motion, intelligence, sen- 
sation, and power. Spirit is a imion of two grand 
forces. The first is voluntary ; the second is involun- 
tary. The first is the grand magazine in which are 
stored up all the volimtary powers of In fi nite Intelli- 
gence. AU the schemes, plans, and arrangements that 
appertain to all worlds and their countless inhabitants 
are there. The second contains all the involuntary 
powers of the Infinite Mind by which all worlds an.d 
their inhabitants, after having been created, are con- 
trolled through the fixed laws of nature. The first 
plans, arranges, and creates through the laws of its 
own omniscient being, which become the laws of the 
universe ; and the second controls, moves, and governs 
all worlds and their inhabitants through the fixed laws 
of nature. The first is the positive force ; the second 
is the negative force. The first is male ; the second is 
female. Hence, of the male and female we may say, 
that the one begins in the voluntary^ and the other in 
the involuntary power of the Infinite Spirit. They 
both run through every department of the universe, 
and thread universal nature. 

There are likewise two electricities, called the posi- 
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tive and negative. The positive is male, the negative 
is female. The male electricity belongs to the Hear 
vens; the female electricity belongs to the Earth. The 
male and female also extend through every possible 
link of the immense vegetable chain, as well as through 
every link of the animal chain, and retain their sepa- 
rate existence and equal powers in the positive and 
negative electricities, which are the primeval, eternal, 
and invisible efficients of all visible matter. • 

Nature, as a whole, is one entire and absolute per- 
fection, and stands in this beautiful relationship to the 
Creator, from whom she emanated. All the objects 
of creation, upon which we gaze with so much admira- 
tion — all the diversified glories of the landscape — ^the 
mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms, taken in one 
grand whole — are an exact and visible impression of 
the eternal perfections of His own character and in- 
visible being, even as the stamp impresses the wax 
and leaves its perfect imacfe. Nature is the visible 

is the offspring of God. The poet breathes out, 

" Man, bear thy brow aloft! view every grace 

In God's great ofpsprino, beauteous Nature's face*'. 

Creation- is therefore no arbitrary act in God, but Uke 
the ever-streaming rays of light from the sun, it is the 
natural result, the visible emanation and outshoot of 
His own invisible existence, and was progressively cre- 
ated through the laws of the universe, and as soon as 
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that part of the globe in which life was to be produced 
stood in a finished relationship to those laws. Hence, 
the laws of nature are but the result of the unchanging 
thoughts of God. One part of the globe was finished 
before another, and the creation of life, both vegetable 
and animal, was in like manner progressive, fi:om the 
lowest grade and most imperfect organism, step by 
step, up to man, who is the perfection of all, and is in 
the image of God. 

In this view of our subject it wiU be perceived that 
spirit is a substance eternal in its nature, aad not the 
result of an organized brain, and that man has not re- 
ceived his existence by climbing gradually firom the 
lowest link of the vegetable or animal chain up to his 
present perfection and grandeur. He was never in his 
creation a vegetable, or even a lower animal ; was never 
a mushroom or a plant, a tadpole or a horse, as some 
writers contend. His existence was never ingermed 
imd involved in any one or aU of the rix grand links of 
the living chain below him, which naturalists divide 
into the vegetable^ the pisoes, the saurian^ the avesj the 
marsupial^ and mammalia kingdoms, making man the 
seventh link. Throwing aside the useless technicali- 
ties of foreign language, these seven links of the living 
chain, embraced in the seven grand kingdoms of nature, 
can be expressed in plain English. Their rising order 
is as follows : First — The vegetable kingdom. Second 
— The fish kingdom. Third — The reptile kingdom, 
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embracing lizaxds, turtles, crocodiles, etc. Fourth — 
The bird kingdom. Fifth — ^The pouch kingdom, 
embracing all who protect their young by carrying 
them in pouches. Sixth — The breast kingdom, or 
those that suckle their young ; and Seventh — Man. 

It will also be perceived, in view of my position, 
that gross, inert matter cannot be transmuted into mind 
— cannot possibly secrete mind — ^nor can it, in any 
sense whatever, become spirit through any refining 
process, as is contended for by some. In this case it 
must have preceded Gk)d, and hence on this principle 
God is not eternal. In the face of this theory, there 
must have been a period when there was nothinff but 

mind, how then was dead matter set in motion so as 
to produce spirit or mind through a successive series 
of elementary transmutations ? 

The same is in like manner equally true of each and 
every link of the animal chain below man. The 
monkey was never a bird nor a fish, and the horse was 
never a snake nor an oyster. The horse-kind, for 
instance, however much they may have been improved 
by amalgamation, have ever retained their circle, and 
have never broken firom their link in the chain, and 
emerged into any other link above them. The sam6 
remarks are equally applicable to the vegetable chain. 
The rose-bush can never become an oak, nor the oak 
a peach-tree. The fiunily involved in each link, 
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however much they may be improved by amalgama- 
tion, or cwlture, can never break their circle, nor 
emerge into another link above them. The individual 
life of every link of the whole animal and vegetable 
chain is an emanation firom the Infinite Mind, and 
each acting through its correspondent law, and through 
that elementary department of the globe to which this 
law is unerringly adapted, has manifested its own in- 
visible form in the visible body it produced. What 
the life of the seed is to the production and shape of 
the plant, the mind of each creature is to the produc- 
tion and shape of its body. Hence the brain does not 
produce mind, as the atheist contends, but mind was 
the original germ that produced and developed the 
brain. All vegetable life, as well as animal, is there- 
fore a species of mind. They are both emanations 
from the Creator, are both immortal, and will retain 
their separate existence and identity without end. 

Substances, in their infinite variety, pay a visit to 
time, assume visible forms, so as to manifest their in- 
trinsic beauties for a moment tq the eye of the beholder, 
and then step back into eternity, and reassume their 
native invisibiUty in their own immortality. As man 
is now constituted, were there but one object presented 
for his contemplation, the mind would soon become 
wearied and disgusted with sameness. But the infinite 
variety and beauty of the animal and vegetable creation 
here presented by the Deity, open to the mind sources 

6 
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of inexpressible and never-ceasing delight. It seems 
irrational, therefore^ to conclude that the whole chain 
of being, which is perfect on Earth, will be struck out 
of existence (except man, who is the highest link), 
and leave a cheerless blank in the realms of glory. 
For one, I expect to meet the whole animated chain, 
and to witness inmiortal groves, unwithering plants, 
and never-fading flowers, in that world where death , 
and pain, and change shall be no more. 
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LECTURE VI. 

Doctrine of impressions. Law of equUibrium. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The query may perhaps now arise in your minds, 
What bearing has the subject of the creation of this 
globe, and the original materials out of which it was 
made, advanced in my last Lecture, upon the science 
of Electrical Psychology ? The answer to this query 
will be fully made to appear in the arguments I have 
to offer on the present occasion. I have already stated 
in my first Lecture, that man is an epitome of the 
imiverse, and that the chemical properties of all the 
various substances in existence are congregated in liim, 
and form and constitute the very elements of his being. 
I have stated, that in the composition of this body are 
involved all the mineral and vegetable substances of 
this globe, even from the grossest and heaviest matter 
up to the most rarefied and Ught. And laatly^ to finish 
this master piece of creation, 1 stated that the brain 
was invested with a living spirit, that, like an enthroned 
deity, presides over and governs, through electricity 
as its agent, all the volimtary motions of this little or- 
ganized corporeal universe ; while its living presence, 
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and involuntary self-moving powers, cause all the invo- 
luntary functions of life to proceed in their destined 
course. Hence, human beings, and all animated exist- 
ences, are subject to the same common electrical law 
that pervades the universe, and moves all worlds under 
the superintendence of the involuntaiy powers of the 
Infinite Spirit. 

That all substances are incorporated in the body of 
man is irresistibly true, otherwise he could not inure 
himself to all, even to the most deadly poisons, and ren- 
der them, in a good degree harmless in his system. 
He may so accustom himself to the use of tobacco, 
rum, or even opium, that he can take into the stomach 
a quantity suflEicient to produce the death of several 
individuab, while he himself will experience from it 
but a slight effect. He may even commence the use 
of arsenic in small quantities, gradually increasing the 
dose, till he gets incorporated into his system a miffi- 
cient quantity to kill, for instance, five men. As in 
this case it forms a part of his body, so it causes a 
longing for it in proportion to the quantity in the sys- 
tem- Should he now take a portion sufficient to kill 
five men, it would only produce a balance of power 
with that already in his system. It would meet the 
demand. This is habitude. But should he take one 
portion more, sufiicient to kill any other man, he would 
die. Now it would be impossible for a man to inure 
himself to any such substances, unless there were some 
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sipall particle in the^ composition of his body on which 
to bnild. Hence it is philosophically true, that man is 
au epitome of the u^verse, and that all the elements, 
in exact proportions, are most skilfulljr combined in 
his fffstpm, by the hand of the Creator; and these pro- 
portions should never be disturbed and thrown out of 
balance by dissipation^ 

Having these &cts distinctly before ns, I would now 
states that if there are one hundred- elements in the 
globe w^ch was made out of the same niunber in elec- 
tdcity, tibien there are one huiMlred in the composition 
of manjs body, for he is but an epitome of the universe. 
As his body was created out of the dust of the Earth, 
and is but a vegetable of the second growth, so it is the, 
same as though it had been originally made out of elec- 
tricity. And as the globe, after its creation, required 
electricity, th^ original substance from whence, under 
Deity, it sprung, to move, control, and govern it, so, 
fljler man was organized, and his brain invested with 
a living spirit, it required electricity, the primeval sub- 
fitanpe out of which he was made, to be inhaled with 
the air into his lungs, and carried to every part of hia 
system* and by whicht under the impulse of mind, it 
n^ust be moved, controlled, and governed by the posi- 
tive ^.nd negative forces that move all worlds. You 
now perceive what coimection ElectricalPsychologyhas 
with the creation of our globe. It is a science that in- 
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waste must be supplied ; and as they aife often fiac- 
tured, so they requite new particles to reunite them 
by ossification. Henccj there mudt be. phosphate of 
lime in our food as well as in electricity. TUid is cer- 
tain, because that hard, bony-like substance' collected 
on the teeth in the act of mastication, is from th.e phos- 
phate of liine in our fo6d and water. Having these 
facts before us, I now turn to the point under <$6nsid- 
eratioh, and ask your undivided atteiltion: • 

The food is* take into the stomach. The pkosphate 
of lime in electiicity , bfeing the positi'de force, moves 
from the brain— from the cerebellum — ^through the in- 
voluntary nerves to the stomach. It takes hold of the 
phosphate of lime in the food, which is the neffoHlfe 
force, and leaves the other ninety-nine elements of the 
food immolested. This is perfectly philosophical, for 
the positive and negative invariably rush together. It • 
converts this pho^hate of Kme into <5hyle, and takes it 
up through the absorbents, and transmutes it into se- 
rum and blood. This phosphate of lime from the food 
now forms a constituent part of the blood. In the nelct 
place, the phosphate^ of lira^ in electricity takes hold of 
the phosphate of lime in the blood, and moves it on 
through all its destined avenues till it reaches the liver, 
which, while it secretes the bile, seems to act as the 
bolter of the system, to separate these one hundred ele- 
ments to be distributed to their dei^tined correspondent 
parts of the body. The phosphate of lime in electricity 
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extracts the like substance from the blood at the liver, 
conveys it to the various bones of the body, transmutes 
it into an osseous substance, and lays it down, particle 
after particle, and thus forms anew the solid irame- 
work of the systenot, while the dregs are passed off 
through the urinary secretions. But before it lays 
down the new, it removes the old particle by its re- 
pulsive force, and compels it to fly off by insensible per- 
^iration. Fully sensible that I am now understood in 
reference to the operation of this one element, I am 
satisfied that you understand me also in relation to the 
operations of the other ninety-and-nine, in carrying on 
the work of digestion to keep up the repairs of the 
body. 

These ideas, though somewhat intricate, are never- 
liieless interesting and sublime, as they unfold the 
relation in which man stands to the globe, to surround- 
ing worlds and his Creator, as an epitome of the unir 
verse. If their novelty produce surprise in any breast, 
yet this is no reason that they should awaken resent- 
ment, or kindle indignation against the speaker. We 
are finite beings, can know but little, and we should 
ever be ready and williBg to freely express our 
thoughts reciprocally to each other, independent of the 
opposition of men. By this mutual interchange of sen- 
timent and feeling we should increase in knowledge, 
and grow wiser and bettex. Indeed, wc need not go, 
in our contemplations, out of ourselves to learn the 
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great principles and operations of both mind and matter, 
of God and His works. As it regards human research, 
the words of the poet are unchangeably true, and must 
stand imshaken when thrones and kingdoms fall. He 
immortaUzed his verse when he breathed out, 

*^ The proper study of mankind is man**. 

I now turn to another department of my subject, 
equally interesting. 1 mean the Doctrine of Im- 
pressions, by which both nature and man are thrown 
out of balance, made siek, and cured. In this also we 
shall see tlie relation between man and nature. 

The philosophy of disease I have briefly, but faith- 
fully argued in my second Lecture, and shown how 
it may be produced by both mental and physical im- 
pressions. Hence, there is no occasion that I should 
weary your attention by ranging that field of pestilence 
and death. I shall confine my observations principally 
to nature, and even in these I shall be brief. The 
law of equilibrium is the grand central law of the 
universe. It holds over nature the reins of govern- 
ment, and allows her, in her operations and changes, 
to stray, but not too far, fix)m the central track. She 
may rise above, or fall below this law, but to its man- 
date she must ever bow, and at stated periods resume 
her medium course. 

Electricity, being a universal agent, produces all the 
^^enomena and changes that transpire in our globe 
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and its surrounding elements. By heat, which is an 
electrical effect, the air is rarefied and water is evapo- 
rated. When the rarefication of the Air is carried to 
an extreme, then that portioA of the Earth and its in- 
habitants suffer. Nature is diseased, and the denser 
portion of the atmosphere is at length aroused from 
its slimiberings and armed with force. The sweeping 
hurricane rushes, or the dreadful tornado roars in its 
awful movement to fill up and rescue that rarefied and 
diseased portion of the air, and continues its force till 
an equiKbrium is attained in her aerial realms. At tliis 
point all action ceases, and nature is well. She was 
cuKd by her own impressions. 

In like manner evaporation may continue till the 
air is filled, in its upper regions, with vapors. As 
electricity has a strong aflSinity for moisture, it leaves 
the drier portions of the atmosphere near the Earth, 
and ascends to the moist and vapory regions above. 
By this process electricity is thrown out of balance. 
The man who has had a broken bone, even years ago, 
or who is subject to rheumatism, will feel an inconve- 
];dence in that spot, or in his system, as harbingers of 
the approaching storm. The cause of this is, that he 
does not inspire as much electricity as usual with the 
air into the lungs, and feels the inconvenience. And 
the storm will surely burst, if there are no upper cur- 
rents of air to disperse the vapor. The , electricity 
being thrown out of balance condenses the vapors into 
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thick donds by its coldness, and l^us darkens the 
Heavens. The lightnings flash, the thunders roll, the 
rains descend, and the war of elements wiU contanue 
till that subtile fltiid is equally dis|)ersed throughotit 
the atmosphete. Nature ha;ving gained her eqtiiK- 
briiun, in het electrical realms, is at rest. By these 
awful impressions of her voice she is cured. Here it 
is distinctly perceived that electricity is a cold body, 
because it condenses the storm, and when its qiiantity 
is sufficiently great it produces hail, even in the warm- 
est weather in our southern climates. In these few- 
ideas we see also the philosophy of storms. 

Even the globe may be sick; She may have a bowel 
complaint. By the confined air and continuaUy gen- 
erating gases in the lava contained in her boWeb she 
is thrown out ^of balance. The earthquake awakes 
from slumber, and springs from its dreadful couCh. 
It starts to discharge its force at the nearest volcano. 
In its fearftil march It sotmds its nimbling thtmders 
and convulses the globe. Flames start up through 
fissures of the opening earth, and fix>m the bottom of 
the ocean burning islands arise! Volcanoes bellow 
and disembogue. Their lava overwhelms devoted 
cities, and their shock hurls others in crumbling ruins ! 
A reaction takes place, and equilibrium is produced in 
her subterranean realms, and she is well. By these 
awfiil impressions of her own power she is cured. 

I might extend my observations to every visible de- 
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partment of nature, and notice her more n[miute opera- 
tions, but these few remarks, in reference to her most 
stupendous and obvious convulsions, are sufficient to 
give you my ideas how she becomes diseased by being 
thrown out of her equiUbrium, and how she is cured 
by the inherent force of her own impressions. As 
man, then, is an epitome of the universe, the full force 
of my arguments on the philosophy of disease and the 
rationale of its cure, advanced in my second and 
third Lectures, will be clearly seen, and the rela- 
tion in which man stands to the universe will be more 
distinctly understood. 

As I am now on the doctrine of impressions, I take 
the liberty to say, that we should endeavor, at all times, 
to keep ourselves p<mUve to the surrounding impree- 
sions of nature. We take disease much more easily to 
fall asleep in an unhealthy spot than to keep awakie. 
While travelling in stages through some low, damp, and 
unhealthy places in the southern states, and where the 
mail stage runs both night and- day, the traveller \m- 
used to that climate should be careftd to take short 
naps during the day, so as not to &11 asleep in the night 
stage. It renders him passive and negative to the sur- 
rounding IMPRESSIONS of nature, when die receives no 
salutary influence from the beams of the sun. These 
impressions become the positive force, and the electri- 
city of the air inspired by the lungs enters the system, 
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disturbs the nervous force and the circulation, throws 
the whole out of balance, and disease ensues. 

A citizen of Charleston, South Carolina, may ride 
out, in warm weather, three or four miles into the 
country, and, returning the same day, will experience 
Bo inconvenience from the change. But should he re- 
main over night and sleep there, he would, in all pro- 
bability, have an attack of what is there called " the 
country fever"^ and in a few hours he might be a 
corpse, as it is considered to be even more fatal than 
the yellow fever. On the contrary, a person from the 
country visiting Charleston and returning the same day, 
receives no harm. But should he remain over night, 
and sleep there, the same moumftd results might ensue. 
My views on the philosophy of becoming acclimated^ 
in my fourth Lecture, will throw some light on this 
point. And when we reflect that a person, while awake, 
is active and positive to surroimding impressions, we 
can easily perceive that he resists them, and conse- 
quently avoids disease. 

In view of the above, it will be readHy perceived 
why one person, even in the wakeftd state, will take 
disease much more easily than another. Those who 
are firm in mind as a rock, axe immovably calm, and 
have no fear of disease, even when some startling mala- 
dy visits their neighborhood. These will not take it, 
even if they visit the bedside of the sick. This de- 
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termined action of their minds throws a constant and 
powerful current of the electro-nervous force from their 
brains and systems, keeps them positive to surroimding 
impressions, and enables them to resist their force. 
But those who are in constant fear of some disease, 
who are always complaining of their feelings, pains, 
and aches, keep themselves constantly unwell by thus 
concentrating their thoughts upon their own systems, 
and watching each movement. When fever or cholera 
visits their neighborhood, these are the very persons 
who are in danger of an attack. Even fleeing to an- 
other section will not save them, imless this circum- 
stance should be the means of changing their thoughts 
and removing their fears. The difficulty is, that fear, 
as Dr. Mason Good remarks, depresses the vital energy 
of the muscles, and slackens the motion of life. It 
causes the mind to shrink back on itself, and to render 
the system negative to the surrotmding impressions of 
the elements, and thus engenders disease. More than 
one half the cases of cholera that have occurred during 
the past year, owe their existence to the fears and ex- 
citements of such persons, who, if they had not heard 
that it was in their midst, would not have been afflicted 
with it. 

The cholera is a sudden collapse of the whole cuti- 
cle, occasioned by the electricity of the nerves at the 
surface suddenly retiring to the stomach and bowels. 
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The pores of the skin being closed, the blood and other 
fliiids follow the electricity, and letire internally. The 
venous circulation is obstructed and weakened, and the 
fluids seem to rush to the stomach and bowels, and im- 
mense secretions ensue. Intense fever and inflamma- 
tion in the entire alimentaiy canal aggravate the other 
difficulties, and the storm bursts in feairflil terror. The 
external and internal parte of the system being thrown 
out of balance in their electrical action, and the arterial 
and venous circulation having lost their equilibrium, 
the most dreadful cramps and convulsions ensue. All 
that is necessary to effect a cure is, to procure a reaction 
from the centre t6 the sur&ce, and thus restore the 
usual equilibriimi between the arterial and venous 
circulation, by equalizing the electricity of the system. 
What I have now argued in relation to keeping the 
mind positive to surrounding impressions, will account 
for the well-known &ct, that an individual sitting with 
his back to a jcurrent of air, while in a state of perspi- 
ration, will take cold much sooner than if he faced it 
The cause is obvious. The front part of tiie brain 
contains the positive electro-nervous forces, under the 
control of the voluntary powers of the mind, and the 
back part contains the negative electro-nervous forces, 
imder the control of the involuntary powers of the 
mini As the positive forces, under an absolute voli- 
tion of mind, resist all external impressions, so the fact, 
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is readily seen wKy they have more power than thie 
negative forces to resist disease, or any eacroachments 
that may be made upon the system. 

I would now remark that the* science of Electrical 
Psychology, being the doctrine of impressions, throws 
an imnti^nse flood of liglit on the human mind, and its 
susceptibility to the most strange and tmreasonable im- 
pressions in the power of man to conceive. There are 
some mind^ so constituted, that it is absolutely impos<^ 
sible for tKem to resist the impressions that others may 
make upon them. This science unfolds what was con- 
sidered an inscrutable mystery in relation to the con- 
duct of several individuals who perished in the excite- 
ment of the Salem witchcraft. Persons of well-^own 
character — ^yes, of a stainless moral reputation— were 
executed on their own confession ! They were charged 
with being bewitched, and with having bewitched 
othei^. They plead guilty to the charge, firmly be- 
lieved it to be true, and, on their own confession, were 
sentenced to die, and were cut off from the land of the 
living. They were in the psychological state. In my 
public experiments, I have taken persons who are 
naturally in the psychological state, and have produced 
such impressions upon them. I have made them con- 
fess that they were bewitched, and that ihey had rode 
on broomsticks through the air to bewitch others, and 
deserved to die. 

Hundreds of instances have occurred in our world, 
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where persons have been charged with murder, have 
confessed themselves guilty of the deed, and, on that 
confession, have been solemnly sentenced to die. 
And • yet, before the day of execution arrived, the • 
supposed murdered man was found alive in some 
distant section, and hurried home just in time to save 
an innocent feUow-creature from an ignominious death. 
Turn to the criminal calendar, and you will find some 
most striking instances of this character, and that too in 
our own country, and even in New England, the boasted 
land of light and morals. All such persons were natu- 
rally in the psychological state, and really believed what 
they confessed. How many may have, through such 
means, innocently lost their lives, the opening scenes 
of eternity alone can disclose. Judges and jurors have 
yet to learn that no man should be himg on his own 
confession. If he must die, let it be in the face of the 
most indubitable evidence, and, even then, let him be 
recommended to mercy, for often murder, as well as 
suicide, is committed under some strange hallucination 
of mind. 
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LECTURE Vn. 

Connection between the yolttntaiy and inyolontary nerves. Electricity 

the connecting link. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Much has been advanced in relation to mind and 
matter, their various operations, powers, and manifest 
tations, and the countless mental and physical impress 
*«. of wHeh ^j .« M«epdbl.. I 4,« JZia 
not a little of the electro-nervous force, as the agent of 
the mind, and how the fimctions of every part of the 
sjstem are executed under its energy. I have proved 
it to be the connecting link between mind and inert 
matter, and the agent by which the Creator moves all 
worlds through the boundless fields of space. I have 
shown the connection existing between man and nature, 
and the relationship he sustains to her as on epitome 
of the xmiverse. As I have made electricity the grand 
agent that, under mind, moves on all the multifarious 
operations appertaining to the human systemytTmaybe 
iisked, what proof is there to establish this truth, inde- 
pendent of what has already been offered ? If the ar- 
guments already advanced to prove that mind touches 
and moves electricity as its prime agent, are not mSor 
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cient and entirely satisfactory, I will then refer you to 
a visible and tangible experiment, the result of which 
you can witness, and thus test the truth of my position. 
^ Let any gentleman of eloquence, feeling, and pathos 
strip up his sleeve, and lay his bare arm on a table 
where it shall be perfectly at rest; let him then repeat 
some impresdye poetry, or aay proae sentences of stir- 
rinff eloquence, payinff no attention to his arm till his 
feeLgs le mJve,^ at ^t instant he ^ see hk 
aim covered ^th what are called gooses-pimples. If 
he cease speaiking, they will gradually disappear, as his 
mind sinks into calmness. Indeed, he can see them 
rise and &11 with hia feelings and emotions. These axe 
occasioned by the redundant electricity which is thrown 
to the sur&ce by the strong emotions and positive im* 
pulses of the excited mind. These pimples rise up at 
the root of each hair, and as hair is a hon-conductor,^ 
and resists electricity, so the internal pressure of llie 
electro-nervous force, propelled to the surface by the 
mind, causes these minute eminences to arise. Elec- 
tricity is, ixL its nature, a cold substance. HenCe, 
when the weather is cold, the air, being, dense contains 
asi excess of electricity and oxygen. These, being in- 
spired by the lungs in greater quantities than usual, 
brace the system, and render these pimples in the same 
ratio more prominent and visible than in warm weather. 
This circumstance confirms llie proof that it is elec- 
tricity moved by mind that causes these to rise when 
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the feelings axe excited by an eloquence that causes 
ifcven cold chills to pass over the body. 

The proof now produced I consider to be absolutely 
and positively irresistible, and abundant to satisfy any 
philosophic mind, that electricity is the connecting link 
between mind and inert matter, and is, therefore, the 
agent through which the mind manifests its motions and 
powers. But should this not be sufficient to send a 
bold and firm conviction to the mind of the greatest 
sceptic, then I will endeavor to carry the proof still 
farther, and firmly nail the matter beyond his power to 
remove it. I will show him how abundant the proof 
is by which this position is siKtained. Let the sceptic 
place himself on €m insulated stool, with his arm en- 
tirely bare, and charge his body from a powerfiil elec- 
tricLachi;. ThefairsandpLpleswiUriseupeven 
as they do under an intense action of the mind. When 
the body is electrically charged on an insulated stool, 
even tiae hairs of the head rise up erect, and the same 
result follows when the mind is greatly excited by fear 
or moved by strong and stormy emotions. 

If these evidences are^ not sufficient to strike the 
sceptic speechless in his oj^osition, then let him take 
a needle, and, after satisfying himself that it has no 
magnetic power to attract the smallest atom, let him 
insert it in the nerve of an animal, and it wiU become 
sufficiently magnetic to take up fine iron filings. In- 
deed, ladie& and gendemen, I.have no doubt that the 
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naked arm, under sufficiently strong and stirring emo- 
tions of mind to raise those pimples, would, while in 
that condition, produce an effect upon the electrometer. 

We now perceive why the mind, when involved in 
trouble and distress, has so powerftdly affected the 
body, not only in bringing upon it various diseases, but 
often sudden, or even instant death. And we more- 
over see why the mind, when calm, serene, and happy, 
when buoyant with hope and animated with confidence, 
faith, and joy, has produced such powerful and salutary 
results in removing pains and diseases. We see why, 
under the energy of such a favorable state of mind, 
warts, and even king's-evil, cancers, and various tu- 
mors have been made to disappear. 

Dr. John C. Warren, of Boston, Massachusetts. 
states, in his work on tuniors, that a lady called upon 
him to ask his advice in relation to an experiment she 
thought of trying on a tumor with which she was 
afflicted. It was to rub it with the hand of a dead 
person ; and, as she had a good opportunity, she asked 
Dr. Warren whether she had not better improve it. 
He states, that he at first thought of dissuading her 
from it, but, sensible of the power of the imagination, 
he advised her to try the experiment. She did so, and 
in a few weeks the tumor disappeared ! 

Dr. Warren calls it the imagination ; but it is the 
effect of a mental impression, as I have just stated, 
producing the result by the action of electricity through 
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the voluntary nerves. The philosophy of this is sim- 
ple, and in a few words I will notice it. 

The old particles of our flesh are thrown off through 
the electro-nervous force of the involuntary nerves, and 
by the same force the new particles from the blood are 
laid down in their stead. Hence, the wastes and re- 
pairs of the system are about balanced. We change, 
as I have stated, the fleshy particles of our bodies 
about once per year, and ihe bones in seven years. 
While, therefore, the involuntary nerves are keeping 
up this balance of power between the wastes and re- 
pairs of the flesh, so the same tumor that is thrown off 
once per year with the other particles of the body, is 
gradually replaced each year by the same involuntary 
electro-nervous force from the new particles of the 
blood. Over this the mind has no direct control, be- 
cause it acts through the voluntary nerves. Hence, 
when the mind is imder the influence of confidence, 
faith, hope, and joy, organic activity is heightened, 
and by keeping the mind upon the tumor while in this 
happy state, and believing it will disappear, creates a 
surplus of action at that spot through the voluntary 
nerves, and this surplus action throws off this surplus 
protuberance to return no more. Such is the philo- 
sophy of what is called imagination. ■ ^ 

The point being understood how the electro-nervous 
fluid removes a tumor, the query may now arise in 
your mind, Why does it heal a wound or cure a dis- 



144 ELECTBO-BIOIOGT. 

ease? In answer to this question I would fiist re- 
mark, that I .am well aware that the healing prop^- 
ties are in the individual, or in the electricity of the 
system, and not in the medicine. And the question. 
Why does the electro-nervous fluid healf has. been in- 
directly considered in my last Lecture, when explain- 
ing the process of digestion. Because if all things 
were made out of electricity, • then it is certain that 
electricity contaros all the elementary principles, and 
therefore aU the healing properties of all things in 
being. All the balms, oils, and minerals in existence 
are contained in electricity, and in their most skilfiilly 
combined proportions. This electricity is inspired 
with the air into the lungs, and passed, through the 
blood into the nerves of the brain, and becomes the 
electro-nervous fluid. It is the posidve moving power, 
in all its one hundred elements, and meets the same 
one hundred kindred elements that compose the body, 
and are the negative power. And the positive and 
negative forces coming together, and the one hundred 
elements in electricity meeting the one hundred of the 
same kind in the body, each tending to its own, pro- 
duce the healing result, on the same principle that 
they produce digestion, repair the system, and equalize 
circulation. For a full explanation of this point you 
wHl please call to mind my remarks on^ ^e digestive 
process in my last Lecture, and the whole will be easily 
comprehended. ...... 
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I now leave this point and pall jour attention to the 
brain, which is the palace and throne of the mind, 
where it dwells and reigns. I shall briefly notice its 
operations in its Earthly house, point out the connec- 
tion between the voluntary and involuntary nerves 
through which the mind acts, and conclude by noticing 
the philosophy of sleep. 

I have stated in a foimer Lecture, that each indi- 
vidual has two distinct brains — ^namely, the cerebrum, 
which occupies the &ontal part of the cranium, filling 
the principal part of its cavity, and the cerebellum, 
which occupies the back portion of the cranium. The 
voluntary nerves belong to the cerebrum, through 
which the voluntary powers of die mind act, and the 
involuntary nerves belong to the cerebellum, through 
which the involuntary powers of the mind act. And 
though in their intricate convolutions through every 
part of the craniiun, they seem to interweave and 
blend in ten thousand ways, and both dive into the 
spine, and there combine to form the spinal marrow, 
yet by some secret charm they preserve their entirely 
distinct character as to their voluntary and involim- 
tary powers, and thus carry out the separate forces of 
both brains into every part of the entire system. 

Our voluntary powers, by which we reason, and by 
which we move our limbs and bodies, being the posi- 
tive &rce during our wakefiil moments, soon tire, and 

require the refreshment of sleep to restore them. But 

7 
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our involuntary powers, by whicli the heart and lungs 
are moved, and the fiinctions of life performed, com- 
mence their career of action at birth, and often con- 
tinue it, without any apparent weariness, for seventy, 
eighty, or even a hundred years. They, however, 
tire at last, and also require sleep. But when they 
sleep, it is death. Natural sleep, which involves the 
sleep of the voluntary powers only in a state of entire 
insensibility, is so far on the road to death. It is the 
half-way house to the land of silence. By natural 
sleep our exhausted voluntary powers are restored, we 
wake up refreshed, our weariness has disappeared, and 
we are prepared for renewed action. There is at the 
same time another important end gained by our insen- 
sibility in sleep. The involtmtary powers, being left 
fi^e from the exciting action of , the voluntary powers, 
were allowed to gradually slacken iheir movements, 
and regain their true and healthful equilibrium. 

In order that this part of my subject may be dis- 
tinctly understood, I must point out the connection 
between the voluntary and involuntary powers, and the 
manner in which they may reciprocally affect each 
other. Our pulsations are more frequent in the even- 
ing than in the morning. This is owing to the men- 
tal and physical action of our voluntary powers during 
our wakeftd moments. They, being the positive force, 
trespass upon the involuntary powers, which are the 
negative force, and hence one grand object of sleep is 
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to allow the heart to come down to its due natural 
slowness of pulsation. The voluntary powers, being 
the positive force, can of course trespass upon the in- 
voluntary, till they become tired out and sink to rest 
in the sleep of death. This I wiU endeavor to make 
plam by the MowiBg circumstances. 

In the barbarous ages of the world, criminals have 
been, in some instances, doomed to die through depri- 
vation of sleep. Guards, who took charge of them by 
turns, both night and day, were ordered to keep them 
incessantly awake. This they did do by touching 
them with some instrument of torture, and sometimes 
with fire, whenever exhausted nature would yield to 
repose. In such instances the pulsations of the heart 
are gradually increased above their usual throb, be- 
coming more and more frequent, tiU between the third, 
and fourth day, when they rise to about one hundred 
and twenty per minute, which is a fever heat. And 
so on, gradually increasing, till the seventh or eighth 
day, when the pulse is only perceived by a tremulous 
motion, inconsistent with the continuance of life, and 
the sufferer expires. You now perceive that the volun- 
tary powers, by being kept awake, trespass upon the 
involimtary powers till they too are tired, and fall 
asleep ; but that sleep is death. 

I have already remarked, that when our voluntary 
powers are exhausted they fall asleep at night, and in 
the morning we awake up restored. This brought us 
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half way on our journey to the door of death, and well 
may sleep, in all ages, have been considered its em^ 
blem. But when the involuntary powers are entirely 
exhausted by pain, by fevers, or by sickness in gen- 
eral, they also require rest, and therefore fall asleep. 
This is death. Now, if there were no positive organic 
destruction, and could the laws of chemistry that de- 
compose our bodies be su^nded, and could the entire ^ 
system, blood and aU, be kept precisely in the same 
condition as it was when we expired, we should wake 
up after a few days in perfect health. This is no 
revery of fancy, no chimera of the speaker's brain, but 
absolutely and positively true, and in perfect accord- 
ance with the principles of philosophy. As this sub- 
ject is new, I will take it into consideration, as it must 
be not only interesting, but vastly important to us all. 
In the first place, we know that the serpent and 
toad species, the alHgator tribe, and nearly aU insects, 
fall into torpidity in winter, and in the spring they are 
aroused from this state in perfect health, and with 
regenerated vigor. Not only their voluntary, but also 
their involuntary powers were asleep. The breathing 
lungs and throbbing heaxt were motionless, and t|;xe 
circulating blood was stilled. The raccoon and several 
other species of animals burrow, and fall into a 
torpid state as winter approaches, and remain till 
spring without any sustenance whatever, and then 
make their appearance without any loss of flesh. In 
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all these creatures the foramen, ovale^ an opening be- 
tween the auricles of the heart, never closes, and hence 
they can live williout breathing. 

It may, however, be said, that this is by no means 
applicable to huxi^an beings, for they cannot live with- 
out breathing. How then do we live without breath- 
ing, or even ^thout tbe throbbing of the heart, or the 
circulation of the blood, till we were bom into exist- 
ence ? I answer by saying, that the foramen ovale was 
not closed, but generally closes soon after our birth 
takes place. We know that the new-bom iniant re- 
quires but little air, and can live where we should be 
smothered and perish. Again there is occasionally an 
individual in whom this never closes. It is true that 
these instances are exceedingly rare, and such persons 
are liable, when disease or pain exhausts the involun- 
tary powers, to sink into a torpid state, which has been 
mistaken for death. The lungs and heart suspended 
their motions, the blood ceased to circulate, and the 
limbs grew stiff and cold. Thousands in this condition 
have been prematurely buried, came to life, struggled, 
turned over in their coffins, and perished. On being 
disinterred they have been foimd with the &ce down- 
ward. Some, placed in tombs, have revived, been 
accidentally heard, and fortunately rescued. And 
though they expired with a distressing disease, yet 
they awoke to life in health. 

An instance of this kind occurred in New Jersey, 
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where an individual was apparently in a state of death. 
He was cold and motionless. The lungs heaved not ; 
the heart in its pulsations was stilled ; the blood was 
stagnated in its channels, and had ceased to flow. His 
funeral was two or three times appointed, the friends 
and neighbors assembled, and through the entreaties 
of the physician it was postponed to another time. He 
at length awoke from this state to life, and awoke in 
health. Some call this singular condition, where circu- 
lation is suspended, a trance ; but it is the sleep of the 
involuntary powers in those individuals only where the 
foramen ovale is not closed. In all other persons it 
would be death. 

In view of these facts we should be warned not to 
inter our friends too soon after we suppose they are 
dead. And as death is only the sleep of the involun- 
tary powers, so dying cannot be a painfril process, but 
one that must afford the greatest pleasure and delight 
of which we can conceive. It must certainly afford as 
much real enjoyment to die as to lie down upon our 
beds and sink into natural sleep. All sufferings arise 
from the nature of the disease that tires out the invo- 
luntary powers, and not from the gasping struggles of 
the djring. The fatigues, toils, and sufferings of the 
day, that prepare our voluntary powers for a night's 
repose, are not to be taxed upon the process of our 
dropping into a natural sleep. This is of itself pleasu- 
rable, and so is also the process of dropping into the 
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sleep of death. In this respect it is not " the king of 
terrors", but the welcome angel of soothing smiles and 
crowning joys. 

You now perceive that though the voluntary and in- 
voluntary powers of the mind are entirely distinct, and 
seem to act independently of each other through two 
distinct sets of nerves, yet there must be some secret 
link between the two that unites them in one bond of 
everlasting and indissoluble union. That this point 
maybe settled as accurately as possible, I must call 
your attention to the voluntary and involuntary nerves, 
to determine the connection between them, alid also to 
ascertain the throne of the mind, or in what particular 
part of the brain it may be located. 

Though I have faithfiilly explained the philosophy 
of the circulation of the blood in my first Lecture, yet 
I am compelled to glance at the position in which the 
arterial and venous circulation stand in relation to each 
other, and notice the connfection between them, and 
then see if this will not throw some light on the volun- 
tary and involuntary nervous forces of the brain. 

The circulating system is in reality two distinct 
systems. The arterial carries tihe cherry-red blood, 
which is positive, and ever flows fi'om the limgs and 
heart to the extremities, and the venom carries the 
dark blood, which is negative, and ever flows from the 
extremities to the heart and limgs. The arterial sys- 
tem, commencing at the lungs and heart, divides into 
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various branches, and these again into others, and so 
on, till they spread out in thousands of small blood- 
vessels called capillaries, too minute for the dissecting 
knife to trace, or the naked eye to see. Indeed, they 
run out and seem to end, if I may so speak, in millions 
of nothings. At their terminations, and in just as 
many millions of nothings, the venous system begins. 
Though there is no visible connection that the dis^ 
sector can trace between the two, yet we know that 
such a connection must exist, otherwise the blood could 
never pass from the capillaries of the arteries into those 
of the veins. 

As the nervous system must correspond with the 
circulating system, so these remarks will prepare your 
minds for a correct understanding of my views in rela- 
ion to the voluntary and involuntary nerves and 
the throne of the mind. The involuntary nerves have 
their origin in the cerebellum, which is the organ of 
involuntary motion, wind round in intricate mazes, and 
form its convolutions. They pass into the spine, and 
form the spinal marrow, a part of which is but the 
cerebellum continued, and from thence they branch out 
to the heart, lungs, and to aU the involuntary parts of 
the system, so that motion may be communicated to 
them by the involimtary powers of the mind. They 
return tiurough another department of the spinal mar- 
row to the brain, and terminate in the medulla oblon- 
gata in thousands of nothings, by which I only mean 
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invisible fibres. In just as many thousands of nothings 
the voluntary nerves begin — wind round in like in- 
tricate mazes, and form the convolutions of the cere- 
brum, wmch is the great organ of volimtary motion. 
They pass into the spine and form the spinal marrow, 
which is but the continuation of the two brains, and 
from thence they branch out to all the voluntary parts 
of the system, so that motion may be conmunicated 
to them at pleasure by the voluntary powers of the 
mind. 

It is evident that the same secret and invisible con- 
nection exists between the volimtary and involuntaiy 
nerves of the two brains that exists between the 
arteries and veins of the two circulating systems which 
carry the positive and negative blood. If this connec • 
tion between the voluntary and involuntary nerves of 
the two- brains does not exist, then the voluntavy 
powers could not, by their wakefulness, produce the 
least possible effect upon the involimtary powers, so as to 
tire them out and produce death, nor could they even 
cause the least disease. And on the other hand, the 
involuntary could not produce the least possible effect 
upon the voluntary pOwerg. 

The mind is certainly not diffiised throughout both 
brains, because a part of the brain may be destroyed, 
and the mind still retain all its powers and faculties. 
If it were thus difiused, being an active principle, it 
would keep every organ of the brain uniformly excited. 
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Hence it appears most reasonable, that the mind holds 
its throne between the termination of the involun- 
tary nerves of the cerebellum and the commencement 
of the voluntary nerves of the cerebrum. This will 
appear rational, if we reflect that any sudden, irregu- 
lar motion of the heart, for instance, or of any other 
involuntary organ, will instantly convey the warning to 
the mind, and bid it beware. But this sensation could 
not be communicated to the mind unless it held its 
throne between the voluntary and involuntary nerves. 
This, though diflScult to determine, seems to be in the 
medulla oblongata. There the royal monarch sits 
enthroned. From the external world, through one 
common nerve, he receives all his impressions, and 
from thence he transmits th.em by electric telegraph to 
the various departments of his palace — or, to speak 
more phrenologically, to the different organs of the 
brain, and thus manifests the true impression of his 
character to the world. 

In the light our subject now stands, the philosophy 
of natural sleep can be stated in very few words. 
Heat expands, and cold shrinks the nerves of the 
brain. As the mind is that sublimated substance we 
call apirity and is a living being of embodied form, and 
being the reverse of dead matter, it is its nature to 
move, and the result of that motion is thought and 
power. By tlie shrinking of the nerves of the cere- 
brum its \motions are stilled, and thought is gone. 
^\is is sleep. 
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I am done, and though errors may be detected, 1 
care not. I have spoken freely, and meant to do so. 
And though sceptics may sneer, yet I see and feel the 
full weight, importance, and majesty of my subject. I 
have everything to hope for in its favor, as a powerful 
agent to remove disease and pain, and to succor the 
distressed. 



156 ELECTBO-BIOLOGT. 



LECTURE Vm. 

Electco-Oarapathy is the best medical system in being, as it invoWes 

the excellences of all other systems. 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

The science of Electrical Psychology is yet in the 
infancy of its existence, and as so many astonishing 
cures have been already effected under its energy while 
yet in the very dawn of its being, so we can at present 
form but a fiunt conception of that supreme empire 
over disease which it is ultimately destined in some 
Aiture age to attain, or of that magnificence and po^^wr 
with which coming generations will see it invested. 
The time will come when it shall stand forth in the 
fiill vigor and beauty of its manhood, clothed in its 
meridian splendor^ and shedding the pure light and 
heat of its own healing power over the millions of our 
race. In the great field of sciences already known to 
the philosopher, that of Electrical Psychology stands 
preeminent. In making this declaration I do not de- 
tract one iota from their value or greatness, but on the 
contrary, yield to them all their grandeur. They are 
worthy of the Creator, who established them when He 
founded the empire of nature, and worthy of the master 
spirits who revealed them to the world. They are 
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great, and the various ranks of greatness they occupy 
in the scale of sciences were assigned them by that 
unerring Being who arranged the order and harmony 
of the universe, and not by erring man. Then censure 
me not for the declaration I make as it regards their 
relative importance. 

I am not insensible of the &ct that astronomy is a 
science of that peculiar and lofty character that knocks 
at the door of the heart, calls aloud for the most bold 
and daring thought, and bids it soar into the regions 
of imbounded space to survey, measure, weigh, and 
balance suns and worlds. The bare sublimity of the 
conception that man, who is but '^an atom of an atom- 
world", can enter those vast dominions of the Creator, 
and take cognizance of the grandeur of their expan- 
siveness, the wisdom of their arrangements, the beauty 
of their variety, aild the order and harmony of their 
motions, bespeaks the high origin of his nature and 
destiny, as an intellectual and moral being. But 
astronomy, however vast may be its fields of brilliant 
suns and blooming worlds, and however strong may be 
its claims upon the human intellect for the exercise of 
its highest powers and most deep-stirring energies, is, 
after all, but a physical science, and therefore inferior 
to the science of the mind. 

If, firom this lofty and daring flight among countless 
Sims and worlds, we descend and dive into the depths 
of the globe on which we tread, and should we be able 
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to explore Its dark subterranean dens and deepest 
caverns, even down to its centre — or should we only 
range its known geological departments, and survey the 
various strata of its crust, and scrutinize the marine, 
vegetable, and animal remains they contain, as so many 
deposits and mementoes marking the footsteps of 
nature in former ages, we shall also find a call for the 
deepest thought to scan the mysteries of geological 
science, and to search out and explain the operations 
and convulsions of nature in these subterranean regions. 
These contemplations on i^e Heavens above, or on the 
structure of the Earth beneath, are certainly sublime, 
and challenge the noblest powers of the human soxil. 
But, high as the science of astronomy may call the 
mind to soar, or deep as the science of geology may 
urge it to descend, yet these, after all, are only physical 
in their character, end, and aim. 

But, on the other hand, the science of Electrical Psy- 
chology being the science of the living mind, its silent 
energetic workings and mysterious powers are as far 
above these and all others of a like character as miiid 
is supreme over senseless matter. And as the object 
of this science is to produce such mental and moral 
impressions upon the sick and afflicted as shall restore 
them to health and happiness, and as this can posi- 
tively be accomplished upon all who are in the electro- 
psychological state, so the vast importance and utility 
of this science are but faintly realized by the public at 
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large — are but dimly seen. Even when these mental 
impressions cannot be made upon an individual so as 
even to paralyze a muscle, still I can, in the great ma- 
jority of cases, either cure or greatly benefit the suf- 
ferer by physical impressions upon his body, provided 
that he will faithfully follow my directions. -— :r.' ; 

The remedies this science prescribes are always safe 
because its pharmacy is of God, and rests on the 
bosom of nature. Even in those cases where they can 
do no good they will do no harm. It discards those 
powerful, poisonous, and dangerous medicines of the 
old-school practice, which, in their experiments, have 
proved so fatal to the lives of millions of our race. It 
selects those only fi:om the fields of nature which 
grow in that part of the Earth s latitude where we live, 
and such must be adapted to our constitution and con- 
dition by the wisdom of the Creator, who has provided 
both food and medicine to all animals and creatures in 
that part of the globe where He awakened them into 
existence. .^^ If we watch the actions of the animal 

5aSon, we shall learn that there is, and indeed must 
be, as much simplicity in our medicine as there is in 
our food. Allopathy, Thompsonianism, Homeopathy, 
Hydropathy, Electropathy, and I will add, Aeripathy 
and Terrapathy, should never be *made to exist as so 
many separate medical schools, but the excellences of 
them all, so far as they are applicable to the relief of 
human sufferings in any copending latitude on 
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Earth, should be combined into one grand system to 
CUBE, and call it Curapathy. 

Water is nature's universal solvent, and when pro- 
perly applied, in its various degrees of heat and cold, to 
the different parts of the system, either externally or 
internally as the caae may require, it is a most power- 
ful agent to restore the equilibriiun of the circulating 
forces and remove disease. But water alone is not 
sufficient in every case. The air in its application 
and various temperatures should not be overlooked, 
nor the quality and temperature of that which is in- 
haled into the limgs. We can live longer without food 
or water than, we can without air. In very warm 
weather, when the air is greatly rarefied by heat, let 
the invalid, and even the well person, descend into a 
dry cellar, entirely under ground, imdress, and there 
not only breathe the pure, cool, and earth-impregnated 
air for half an hour or more each day, but let the 
body at the same time be exposed to its action. This 
will brace the feeble system of the invalid, gradually 
raising it up ^ soundness, and impart vigor and en- 
ergy to the healthy. Call this Aeripathy. But this 
is not sufiicient to remove every case of disease. Elec- 
tricity, galvanism, and magnetism, in all their forms, 
should not be forgotten. Electricity is the agent of 
mind and the invisible power of matter. These three 
should be passed through diffierent parts of the human 
system to ease pain, and remove nervous obstructions 
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and nervous diseases by thus equalizing the nervous 
force. This is Electropathy, and requires not only a 
familiar acquaintance with electrical science, but also 
great skill in its correct application to the diseased. 

But this alone is not sufficient. We must not be 
unnjindfiil of our mother Earth, nor wholly forget to 
lean upon her bosom. Oux bodies take into ^their com- 
position, not only due portions of electricity, air, and 
water, these three grand divisions of nature, but they 
also claim a large portion of earth, out of which they 
are said to have been formed. We are indeed an 
epitome of the universe, and stand in an exact apti- 
tude and relationship to nature. This being so, per- 
mit me to remark, that diseased persons, during the 
sununer season or warm months, should seek some 
farmer's secluded plough-field or garden, expose their 
naked bodies, except the covered head, for several 
minutes to the rays of tiie sun. When well heated 
and rubbed, cover them up in the firesh earth for half 
an hour or more, then wash and rub briskly with a 
towel, dry well in the sun, and dress. At other times, 
and as often as convenient, let the invalid follow the 
ploughman, and as he turns up the &esh earth let him 
breathe the air while charged with the invisible life- 
giving substances that rise &om the ground. 

As the above advantages can only be enjoyed by 
those in the country, what shall be done for those in 
cities? In order to be more explicit on this interest- 
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ing point, when you build a house make provision 
for a room that can admit the sun through its win- 
dows. It might be connected with your bathing 
establishment, and in the same room. Have at least 
three articles permanently constructed like the tub in 
which you lie down to bathe the body. Let one be 
filled with a pure, rich, fertile earth ; another with a 
light, sandy soil ; and a third with clay. Here let the 
invalid each day bury his body in one of the first two, 
and remain at least half an hour, after first having 
exposed it to the action of the sun. Then let him 
wash, rub well with a towel, and dry thoroughly in 
the sun before dressing. But in case of severe chro- 
nic diseases, apply pure water to the clay till it be- 
comes a mortar in which the body will sink, and let 
the patient bathe his body in this. If the disease is 
attended with inflammation, let the mortar be wamai 
as can be conveniently borne, and then wash the body 
in water of the same temperature. If there is no in- 
flammation, let the water be cold as its usual summer 
temperature, and wash the body in water of the same, 
rub briskly with a towel, and always dry thoroughly 
in the sun, if possible, before dressing. By this mode 
of treatment an empire over many diseases will be ob- 
tained, when all other modes have failed. This I will 
name Tekbapathy. Simple internal medicines, of 
an animal or vegetable nature, may at times be taken 
into the stomach, but nothing of a poisonous charac- 
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ter. I therefore repeat that Electrical Psychology 
is the doctrine of mental and physical impressions 
to cure the sick. This can often be done without 
any medicine at all, by simply a mental impression, 
which this science involves. But when I use physi- 
cal impressions, I cannot restrict my action to the 
narrow sectarian "medical schools" set up by men, 
but avail myself of a free and untrammelled range 
in the extensive fields of nature. Hence, I sum 
up the whole matter by reaflSrming, that Allopathy, 
Thompsonianism, Homeopathy, Hydropathy, Electro- 
pathy, to which I add Aeripathy and Terrapathy, 
should never be established as so many separate me- 
dical schools. In the splendid science of Electrical 
Psychology I embrace the excellences of them all so 
far as they are applicable to the relief of human sufier- 
ings, and combine them in one grand system to cure, 
and call it Curapathy. 

I presume the question wiU arise in some minds, why 
should Terrapathy, or the various applications of diflFe- 
rent kinds of earth to the body, have a tendency to cure ? 
This question is somewhat difficult of solution, but no 
more so than to solve why water, air, or any medicine 
has a tendency to produce a sanative result upon the 
human system. If, however, you will recall my argu- 
ments on the philosophy of digestion in nay sixth lec- 
ture, and what I said on the philosophy of cure in my 
seventh, you will have my answer to the question, why 
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should Terr apathy have a tendency to euref No pHy- 
sician pretends to explain why his medicines produce 
certain effects upon the system. He merely knows the 
fact, and acts accordingly. These &ct8, as to the 
medicina virtues of certain substances, have, in many 
cases at leaati been learned firom the animal creatLcm 
or been discovered by accident. When one rattlesnake 
bites another, the wounded one will invariably eat a 
certain plant and live. A negro, laboring in the Dismal 
Swamp, in North Carolina, observing this, ate the same 
on being bitten by a rattlesnake, and was cured. Others 
laboring there have practised it with the same success. 
Indeed, nearly every use&l vegetable medicine now in 
possession of doctors, has been discovered by some old 
woman in the country, or by old hunters and Indians, 
and, after much learned opposition and medical sneer- 
ing, has been at length received as their adopted child, 
and one after another has been, after passing through 
a like ordeal, introduced into the medical &mily^ and 
claimed as their lawful paternity. Even Peruvian bark 
was discovered by the Jesuits to be an excellent specific 
for ague and fever. For this they were persecuted by 
the medical profession, who sneered at the remedy, 
laughed its discoverers to scorn, and moved the clergy 
to fulminate their thunders against them and their 
medicine. But they have long ago adopted this perse- 
cuted child into the medical family and school. Now, 
they cannot treat an intermittent fever without this 
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darling. You know that quinine, which is manufac- 
tured from Peruvian bark, is in our day "all the rage" 
in treating ague and fever. But setting aside the man- 
ner in which the medical properties of substances were 
first discovered, let us come directiy to the subject 
under discussion. 

What evidence, we may now ask, is there that Ter« 
rapathy possesses any power to cure ? It will be re- 
membered that I have contended throughout these lec- 
tures that electricity is the power that controls matter, 
even from the smallest particle up to the most ponderous 
globes, and that mind is a self-moving substance that 
controls electricity, and that hence all power and motion 
consubstantially dwell in and emanate from mind. I 
have contended that the sanative principle is in the 
man, and is involved in the electro-nervous fluid, which 
is the positive force breathed in from the atmosphere, 
and the food taken into the stomach is the negative 
force abstracted from the earth, and answering to it. 
These two forces in man, being the positive and neffa- 
tive, meet togetiier and embrace each other. All tiie 
elements of the positive electro-nervous force of the 
brain blend with all the corresponding elements of the 
negative electro - vegetative force of the food in the 
stomach, and digestion, which is but the transmutation 
of food into the elements of the system, proceeds. 
The body, being the medium between these two forces, 
is gradually and incessantly changing, by the old par- 
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tides being dismissed from its service and new ones 
enlisted to supply the waste of this unceasing war. 
But the electricity inspired with the air into the lungs, 
in being secreted by the brain, undergoes a change fix)m 
what it was in the atmosphere equal in degree and cor- 
responding to that of earth transmuted into vegetables. 
This is evidently so, because in order to enable it to 
act upon the negative electric force of the food in the 
stomach, it must stand in the same positive relationship 
to thu that the positive electricity of the atmosphere 
does to the negative electricity of the globe in order to 
transmute its earthy particles into vegetable substances. 
Should the electricity of the atmosphere, when taken 
into the lungs, remain in its unchanged state, it could 
never carry on a perfect digestion, so as to transmute 
food into flesh and bones, because a perfect aptitude 
between this electricity, the food, and the living body 
does not exist. This can only be done by electricity, 
after having been secreted and changed by the bndn 
into an electro-nervous fluid. But, on the other hand, 
this electro-nervous fluid cannot possibly transmute 
earthy particles into vegetables, because a perfect 
aptitude between these three changing properties 
does not exist. This can only be done by the elec- 
tricities of tiie ataiosphere and globe acting in conjunc- 
tion. 

Having these general facts distinctly before us, we 
shall now be able to discover and appreciate the fact. 
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that Terrapathy possesses ako, and that too in an 
eminent degree, its distinct powers to cure. To a 
candid consideration of this point I now invite your 
particular attention. 

In my second Lecture I have argued the philosophy 
of health and disease, and trust that the ideas there 
advanced are retained by you all. When the mind is 
serene, and its mental and moral attributes are so ba- 
lanced as to act in perfect imison ; when all the in- 
ternal circulating forces of the body are equalized so as 
to move on in one harmonious and beautiful round in 
their destined channels ; and when the body externally 
stands in the same well-balanced and beautiful relation to 
the air, water, vegetables, and earth, then health must 
be the natural result of this state of things, on the 
principle of the common law of equilibrium, in which 
aU other laws are involved. But when any or aU of 
these are thrown out of balance, disease ensues. How, 
then, are these difficulties to be overcome, the circu- 
lating forces equalized, the mind restored to its wonted 
serenity, and health and happiness regained? In reply 
to these important and interesting queries, I would 
in the first place observe, that it is admitted by aU 
who are acquainted with the principles of electrical 
science, that the atmosphere is charged with positive 
electricity, and the earth with negative electricity. 
Each of these electricities possesses, of course, the attrac- 
tive and repulsive forces. 
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Now, as all diseases are either of a positive or nega- 
tive character, so they must be cured by the positive 
or negative electricities, or by the application of sub- 
stances that contain them. We should first attempt 
a cure by the science of Electrical Psychology alone. 
Whether this, of itself, would prove successful or not, 
could be tested in a few moments, by an immediate 
trial of mental impressions upon the patient. If these 
were successfiil, the mind would resume the balance 
of its powers. Its peace and contentment would be 
restored, and by its mental energies the nervous and 
other circulating forces of the body would be equalized, 
and health and happiness ensue. But if the disease 
cannot be psychologically cured by direct mental im- 
pressions, then we are compelled to resort to physical 
remedies, and make what I call physical impressions 
upon the body, and through these to reach the mind, 
because the mind and body intermutually and recipro- 
cally affect each other. 

Suppose, then, the disease to be a positive one, oc- 
casioned by the positive electricity of the system being 
thrown out of balance. In all diseases of this charac- 
ter, even though they may be attended with severe 
pain, yet there is never any inflammation. To these 
make cold applications, or the positive electric forces. 
Opposites should seldom be used, for they cannot act 
as permanent alteratives. Or suppose the disease to 
be a negative one, occasioned by the negative electricity 
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of the system being tlirown out of balance. All dis- 
eases of this character will be attended, not only with 
pain, but inflammation. To these we should apply the 
negative forces, which belong in a peculiar sense to the 
Earth.. 

Here permit me to exhibit this interesting subject 
in a more definite and orderly arrangement, so as to be 
readily understood. Now, do you not perceive that, 
according to the peculiar nature of the disease, we 
should apply electricity, galvanism, or magnetism, or 
else air in its various temperatures, from the coldest 
to the warmest that can be, borne? Do you not per- 
ceive that when the disease requires it, that water, in 
its various temperatures, should be applied, either ex- 
ternally or internally? And do you not perceive that 
herbs, in their various decocted combinations, or o^er- 
wise, should also, when the disease requires it, be taken 
internally or applied externally, and of such tempera- 
tures as to produce a salutary result? We have now 
descended from electricity, the finest known inert sub- 
stance in being, through all the. grand elementary de- 
partments of nature, down to the vegetable kingdom. 
Now, shall we stop here, or proceed down to Ea&th, 
the MoTHEJtr of us all, and draw relief fix>m her generous 
bosom? Shall we stop at herbs. Earth's eldest- 
bom children, who forever hang upon her breast, or 
shall we approach the maternal germinating and geor 

erating power and source .from whence they draw their 

8 
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vital being? As the Earth is electrically negative, and 
peculiarly so, how supreme must her powers be over all 
diseases attended with inflammation! Earthy sub- 
stances, in various clayey or other combinations, and in 
the form of poultices, either cold or warm, as the case 
may require, can be applied to the diseased part, and 
with the same convenience that we do any other sub- 
stance, or, when necessary, let the whole body be 
buried in soils of various kinds, in their natural vege- 
tating temperature. Or should the disease require it, 
let the body be inmiersed in various mortars made of 
one or several kinds of clay, or other earthy compounds. 
The only thing requisite is a good knowledge of their 
chemical properties, and good judgment and skill how, 
and when, and in what manner to apply them to any 
given disease. 

Consistent and even irresistible as all this may 
appear, yet the question comes up — Can any &ot8 be 
produced as evidence of the sanative results of Terra- 
pathy ? Certainly ; there are thousands of instances 
of its power. But as it has never occurred to any mind 
to bring it into practice as a system, so the instances 
of its power are merely incidental. I have made it my 
study occasionally for five years, and yet 1 am now only 
ready to introduce it into the service of my grand system 
of Electro-Psychological Curapathy, and commence its 
practice. But to the point. 

I might refer, with more force than many are aware, 
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to the spittle and clay prepared by the Master, and 
put on the eyes of a. blind man, whom He then ordered 
to go and wash in the Fool of Siloam, and on doing of 
which he received his sight. Most of Christians sup- 
pose that all this was useless, and that He employed 
some other agent to restore his sight besides the means 
He manifestly employed. But it is in vain for any one 
to contend that Christ practised a &aud, by putting 
clay upon his eyes to produce no possible effect, and 
then secretly and deceptively restored his sight by some 
other power. It was done by the very means that He 
thus openly employed, and by which He pretended it 
was done, and without a shade of deception through 
fear of men. It was accomplished by the combined 
forces of Terrapathy, Hydropathy, and the fidth and 
confidence inspired in the blind man*s mind by a strong 
psychological impression. 

But without any reference whatever to the Master, 1 
will, in as few words as possible, show that the various 
earths possess a most powerful electro-absorbent force 
to draw out inflammation &om the human system, 
and with which no other known substances in existence 
can compare. The smallest effect we witness on Earth 
is often pregnant with the greatest power, and portends 
the most salutary or awful results. A straw shows the 
direction of the current, however deep its waters, or 
secret its irresistible movement. 

Take, then, for example, the sting of the bee, or the 
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bite of any poisonous insect, where the pain, sweUing, 
and inflammation would be great. The moment the 
circumstance occurs, take almost any kind of earth at 
hand capable of producing vegetation, moisten it with 
spittle or blood-warm water, apply it to the wound, and 
in a few moments the poison will be extracted, and every 
painfiil result arrested. But a blue or white clay soil, 
moistened with warm water or spittle, is preferable, if 
it can be obtained without delay. 

As to the drawing and absorbent powers of clay and 
other earths, I might bring a few simple &ct&. For 
instance, let oil or grease be spilled upon the floor, and 
remain till the board be saturated. No soap and water 
can remove it — ^no washings can naake it disappear ; yet 
clay, rightly prepared, will extract it. Or suppose 
there are oil or grease spots upon a silk dress. Rub 
pulverized magnesia on the opposite or wrong side of 
the dress, then press a hot iron to the grease spot on the 
right side, and the whole will instantly disappear, and 
leave the silk as bright and fair as ever. The same 
result may be obtained by using pulverized French 
chalk on any beaatiful woollen dresses or shawls. Now 
it is utterly impossible that these effects coul^ be pro- 
duced unless these substances possessed a supreme 
electto-absorbent power.. Or let clothing be saturated 
with any substance producing the strongest possible and 
the most pungent and enduring scent, even that of the 
skunk, and when no washing, no airing can remove it, 
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let it be buried in any soil capable of producing a free 
vegetation, and in three or four days the whole will 
entirely disappear. 

The question arises — ^What is the cause of this ? I 
answer by saying, that the human stomach cannot, 
neither can that of any other animal, digest any crea- 
ture swallowed alive, so long as it possesses animal life. 
It must die before the stomach can digest and appro- 
priate it to the elements that compose the body, and 
until then the creature must sustain its existence by 
drawing its sustenance from the vital force of the body. 
So the Earth cannot digest, that is, decompose, any 
substance, while that substance has either animal or 
vegetable life. These both draw strength and substance 
from her. But the moment they are dead she can 
digest and appropriate them to her own use, and thus 
invigorate and fructify herself. Hence it is seen why 
Terrapathy can cure. It is because all substances in 
the human system that are adverse to animal life and 
health, t|ie Earth can appropriate to herself, and so she 
can all essences of the most pungent smell. She digests 
the whole, and manufactures and re- absorbs them again 
into the elements that compose her material body. 
She removes every substance from the human system 
adverse to the laws of animal life, and leaves perfect 
health. Hence the supremacy of Electro-Psychological 
Curapathy over all medical systems in being is clearly 
manifest, and I add no more. 
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LECTURE IX. 

The secret rerealed, so that all may know how to experiment without 

an instnictor. 

Ladies anb Gentlembn : 

I woujd, in the first place, remark, that the Creator 
has stamped simplicity, as far as possible, upon each 
separate part of the human system. As I remarked in 
my fourth Lecture, each organ of the body performs 
but one function. The eye sees, the ear hears, the 
olfactories smell, the glands taste, the heart throbs to 
regulate the blood, the hands ha^dle, the feet walk, the 
liver secretes its bile, and the stomach digests its food. 
The eye never hears, and the ear never sees. So there 
evidently is but one nerve or set of nerves through 
which impressions from the external world are com- 
municated to the mind. This is certain, because the 
mind can receive but one idea at a time.. It is imma- 
terial how rapidly soever ideas may be transmitted to 
the mind, they are nevertheless successive, and two 
ideas cannot possibly be conceived, at the same instant, 
by the mind. One must succeed the other. But as 
there are millions of nerves in the hmnan brain, and 
if it were alike the office of each to communicate ideas 
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to the mind, then as many millions of ideas as there 
axe nerves might be transmitted to the mind at the 
same instant. But we are conscious that they are suc- 
cessively and not simultaneously conceived. We can 
not attend to two public speakers at once, so as to 
understand their ideas, if both were before us, and each 
addressing us upon a different subject. With the same 
earnestness that we give heed to the one, we must neg- 
lect the other. Indeed, there can be no doubt in rela- 
tion to the &jct of ideas being successively communi- 
cated to the mind, if we reflect that even one public 
speaker by too rapid a delivery often confuses the 
hearer. 

The mind, as a living being of embodied form, has 
its spiritual brain and spiritual organs answering to 
the correspondent phrenological organs of the physical 
brain through which it manifests itself. The latter 
are, indeed, a production from the former, as much so 
as the plant and its form are a production from the life 
of the seed. The nerve, or &mily of nerves, through 
which impressions are communicated to the mind, and 
by the mind to the body, to move its various parts, is 
located in the organ of Individuality. All the organs 
of the brain, and, indeed, of the whole system, are 
double, and so are the senses likewise. The brain has 
its two hemispheres, its two eyes, two ears, two glands 
of taste, and two olfactories of smell. We have two 
hands, two feet, and the heart has its two auricles and 



176 fiLSCTRO - BIOLOGY. 

two ventricles. The organ of LidividuaEty is aJeo 
double. It is located in the centre of the lower part 
of the forehead, sends off brandies to the optic, audi- 
toory, and olfactory nerves^-^^extends through both ivsmi" 
spheres of the brain, passes down the spinal marrow, 
and in its course sends off branches to the arms and 
lower limbs, and, indeed^ to all the voluntaiy parts of 
the body. Hence all yoluntary motion osriginats^ in 
mind is communicated to the organ of Individoaiity, 
«nd from thence is tmnsmitted through correspondent 
nerves to that part of the body where the mind directs 
motlc«i to be made. Hence the organ of Individuality 
is the one that constitutes our individualism, or personal 
identity, and by which we identify all individual 
objects in the external worid. And though this organ, 
like aU the other phrenological organs of the brain, is 
made up of a congeries of nerves, yet I am satisfied that 
it has but one imgle identical nerve that is moved by a 
mental impression, and that one moves by sjrtnpathy 
the whole family of nerves dwelling in that organ ; and 
thus^ motion is communicated to every voluntaiy 
department of the body where the mind as the motive 
power directs. 

For illustration of the above, suppose a pebble were 
thrown into the centre of Lake Superior. It "would 
displace its waters, and produce a circle. That circle 
woidd produce a second^ and that second would produce 
a third circle, and so on, each continuing to lessen in 
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its action until it apparently died away. But though 
imperceptible to the naked eye, yet the successive ac- 
tion would be continued even to the distant shores, and 
move every drop of water from the centre to the cir- 
cumference. And not only so, but that pebble would 
displace, by\ sympathy, every particle of water in the 
basined lake, even to its greatest depth. This is evi- 
dent, because if a rock, half the size of that mighty 
lake, were thrown into its centre, the universal disturb- 
ance of every particle of water wotdd be evident and 
perceptibly. On the same principle, a pebble — yes, a 
single grain of sand — would produce the same result, 
^ only on a small scale. So the centre nerve (if I may 
• so speak) of the organ of Individuality is moved by a 

^ mental impression, and this movement communicates 
" motion by sympathetic impulse to each and every vo- 
^ luntary part of the body where the mind directs. Is not 
1 this the true philosphy of what we call sympathy exist- 

ing between the different parts of the human body and 
[* the various attributes of the soul, and between one 
individual and another? And is not this the true 
^ philosophy of personal identity^ on the mystery of 
which so much has been written ? Did not the mind 
of man possess a spiritiuil organ of Individuality cor- 
responding to the physical one of the brain, how then 
could either personal identity or sjrmpathy be recog- 
nized, or even exist ? This one spiritual organ consti- 
tutes the unity of all the attributes of the mind, spirit. 



f- 



178 ELECTBO - BIOLOGY. 

soul, or wKatever you please to call that part of man 
which is to exist immortal in a future world. The 
phrenological organs of the human brain are but a 
daguerreotype manifestation — a result of the corres- 
pondent spiritual organs of the living mind. They 
constitute the physical apartments of the earthly house, 
which is fitted up as a temporary residence for the in- 
yiribk u>habitant witMn, during ite contmuance W 
Having clearly placed before you those interesting 
points that involve the ever sweet and pleaang doctrine 
of sympathy, I will now proceed to instruct you how an 
individual can be electrically and psychologically con- 
trolled. This is a subject involving vast utility as a 
curative power to the sick and distressed, and is there- 
fore fiill of deep and stirring interest to every feeling 
heart. To control is to cure. In order to aSect an 
individual, and to successfiilly control his mind and 
muscles, it is, in the first place, necessary that he 
should stand in a negative relation to the operator 
as to the doctrine of impressions. Some persons are 
naturally in this condition, were bom in it, live in it, 
and will die in it. Others are not in this state, and 
hence means must be used to bring them there before 
they can be controlled. In order to determine whether 
an individual stands in this negative relation to your- 
self, as the operator, you must first proceed to take 
the communication, as we term it. This is inva- 
riably and philosophically done through the medium of 
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' two points. I caie not whether it be effected by visible 
contact or otherwise, it is still done through the me- 
dium of two points, or the negative and positive electric 
forces, and through the same nerve, or family of nerves, 
that constitutes, phrenologically, our individualism or 
personal identity. 

Before I proceed to notice the most easy, sure, and 
direct mode by which an electro-psychological commu- 
nication may be established, I will, in the first place, 
speak of the philosophy of communication in general. 
It is evident that the positive and negative forces of 
the two electricities pervade all nature. These I call 
in my fifth Lecture the male and female electrici- 
ties. These two forces not only permeate, more or 
less, all substances in nature, but they also unceasingly 
emanate £rom them in electnc circles. Hence, as man 
is a part of the universe, he constantiy takes into his 
system large portions of electricity with the air he in- 
spires, with the water he drinks, and witii the food he 
eats. And by mental and muscular action, and the 
common operations of animal life, he imceasingly 
throws it off through the nervous force. On passing 
fi*om his system into the surrounding elements, it forms 
around him his electric or magnetic circle. How large 
this circle may be is as yet to us unknown. Hence, 
when two individuab come within a certain distance of 
each other, their circles meet, and touch each other at 
two points. And if one of these individuals is in the 
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electro-peychological state, the communication will be 
taken tl^ongh the positive and negative forces. And 
though this communication was taken without personal 
contac^t^ yet it was done through the nerve that con- 
stitutes our individualism or personal identity. A com- 
mimication in this manner can be established witii those 
persons only who are very sensitive. As only about 
one in twenty-five is naturally in this state, so I can 
step before an audience of a thousand persons, state to 
them what I intend to do, so that all shall imderstand 
me ; then request them all to close their eyes firmly, 
and say, You cannot open your eyesf and forty out 
of the thousand will be unable to do so. All this can 
be performed in five minutos after entering the hall. 

It is, however, certain, that no e£Eect can be produced 
till you establish a thorough communication between 
yourself and the subject through the nervous force of 
the organ of individuality that constitutes his personal 
identity. And as the centre or moving nerve of this 
organ has sympathy with all the voluntary nerves of 
the systom, and as they reciprocally affect each other, 
so you can establish a psychological communication by 
touching any part of the system where voluntary nerves 
are located, a.nd particularly of those individuals who 
are very sensitive and itnpressible. But the most na- 
tural mode to get a good commimication, and the one 
least liable to be detected by the audience, is to take 
the individual by the hand, and in the same manner as 
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tliough you were going to shake hands. Press your 
thumb with moderate force upon the ulnar nerve, 
which spreads its branches to the ring and little finger 
of the hand. The pressure should be nearly an inch 
above the knuckle, and in range of the ring finger. 
Lay the ball of the thumb flat, and partially crosswise, 
so as to cover the minute branches of this nerve of 
motion and sensation. The pressure, though firm, 
should not be so great as to produce pain or the least 
uneasiness to the subject. When you first take him 
by the hand, request him to place his eyes upon yours, 
and to keep them fixed, so that he may see every emo- 
tion of your mind expressed in the countenance. Con- 
tinue this position, and also the pressure upon this 
cubital nerve for half a minute or more. Then request 
him to close his eyes, and with your fingers gently 
brush downward several times over the eyelids, as 
though fastening them firmly together. Throughout 
the whole process feel within yourself a fixed deter- 
mination to close them, so as to express that determina- 
tion fully in your countenance and manner. • Having 
done this, place your hand on the top of his head and 
press your thumb firmly on the organ of Individuality, 
bearing partially downward, and with the other thumb 
still pressing the ulnar nerve, tell him — you cannot 
open your eyes/ Remember, that your manner, your 
expression of countenance, your motions, and your lan- 
guage must all be of the most positive character. If 
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he succeed in opening his eyes, try it once or twice 
more, because impressions, whether physical or mental, 
continue to deepen by repetition. In case, however, 
that you cannot close his eyes, nor see any effect pro- 
duced upon them, you should cease making any fiirther 
efforts, because you have now fairly tested that his 
mind and body both stand in a positive relation to 
yours as it regards the doctrine of impressions. 

There is yet another mode of communication that I 
have discovered, which is far preferable to the one just 
noticed, is supreme over all others, and will remain so 
till Onmipotence shall see fit to change the nervous 
system of man. This is the Median Nerve, which 
is the second of the brachial plexus. It is a compound 
nerve having the power of both motion and sensation. It 
is located in the centre of the upper part of the palm 
of the hand near where it joins the wrist. In order to 
take the communication through this medium, you must 
take the subject by the hand with the palm upward, 
and place the ball of your thumb in the centre of his 
hand near the root of his thumb, and give a moderate 
but firm pressure. The astonishing nature of the im- 
pression can only be equalled by the result produced. 
It is a nerve of voluntary motion as well as sensation, 
and therefore belongs to, and has its origin in, the 
cerebrum. True, like the other nerves, it can be traced 
directly no farther than the spinal cord, yet there is no 
difficulty in determining its origin to be in the cere- 
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brum, because that is the organ of all voluntary 
motion, even as the cerebellum is the organ of all in- 
voluntary motion. This mode of communication tran- 
scends all others, and will answer in all possible cases, 
even upon persons the most difEcidt to control, as well 
as upon those who are the most sensitive and impres- 
sible. I care not how you obtain the commimication 
with an individual — whether it be without contact, or 
by touching any part of the body, yet the commu- 
nication must ultimately be established through the 
Median Nebve as the centre telegraphic force from the 
organ of Individuality, through which organ all ideas 
and all impressions are transmitted from the external 
world to the mind, and through that same organ are 
transmitted by the volitions of the mind to the different 
parts of the body. Even if the communication is 
taken by pressure on the ulnar nerve, yet it is neverthe- 
less communicated by sympathy to the Median Nebve, 
and through which alone the communication becomes 
perfect. There is no question, in my mind, that the 
optic, the auditory, and the olfactory nerves, as well 
as those of taste, are but branches of the same common 
jierve by which impressions or ideas are transmitted to 
the mind by the organ of Individuality. Those 
whom I have instructed, will please to remember this. 
I desire you, and all, in order to experiment with power, 
to keep up a perfect uniformity in taking the commu- 
nication through the Median Nerve, and throtigh this 
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to transmit the electric current to the brain and electrify 
the body. 

I am aware that the exact location of this nerve is 
somewhat difficult to find, unless jou are personally 
instructed. If you succeed in closing the subject's eyes 
by the above mode, you may then request him to put 
his hands on his head, or in any other position you 
choose, and tell him. You cannot stir them! In case 
you succeed, request him to be seated, and teU him, 
You cannot rise! K you are successful in this, 
request him to put his hands in motion, and tell him, 
You cannot atop them I If you succeed, request him 
to walk the floor, and tell him. You cannot cease 
walking! And so you may continue to perform expe- 
riments involving muscular motion and paralysis of 
any kind that may occur to the mind, till you can 
completely control him, in arresting or moving all the 
voluntary parts of his system. When this is accom- 
plished, we say, for the sake of convenience, he is in 
the electrical state. 

You may, perhaps, not be able to affect him any fur- 
ther ; and as you cannot know how this matter stands 
without the trial, so you will not proceed to produce 
mental impressions by operating upon his mind only. 
If he is entirely in the state, you can make him see that 
a cane is a living snake or eel ; that a hat is a halibut 
or flounder ; a handkerchief is a bird, child, or rabbit ; 
or that the moon or a star falls on a person in the 



LKCTUHB IX. 185 

audience, and sets him on fire, and you can make him 
hasten to extinguish it. You can make him see a river) 
and on it a steamboat crowded with human beings. 
You can make him see the boiler burst, and the boat 
blow up, with his father or mother, brother or sister^ 
or wife or child, on board. You can lay out the lifeless 
Corpse before him in state, cause him to kneel at its 
side, and to freely shed over it the tears of aflFection 
and bereavement. You can suddenly show him a boy 
or girl, and he sees in them the lost father or mother 
standing before him, and gives the warm embrace. 
You can change his own personal identity, and make 
him beKeve that he is a child two or three years old, 
and inspire him with the artless feelings of that age ; 
or that he is an aged man, or even a woman, or a negro, 
or some renowned statesman or hero. You can change 
the taste of water to that of vinegar, wormwood, honey, 
or of any liquors you please. In like manner you can 
operate on hie heaxing and smelling, as weU as on his 
sight, feeling, and taste. When you can produce such 
mental hallucinations as these on all his senses, or 
thousands of others that may suggest themselves to 
your mind, we say, for the sake of convenience, that 
he is in the psychological state* 

I have thuis far confined my remarks to that class of 
individuals who are naturally in the electro-psycho- 
logical state, and shown you clearly how a communica- 
tion in its various modes may be taken, so as to sue- 
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cessAilly control them both physically and mentally. 
The average number of persons in the United States 
who are naturally in the physchological state is about 
one in twenty-five. These can be cured of any ftmc- 
tional diseases with which they may be assailed, by 
simply performing upon them the experiments I have 
just named, or any others of a like character. And 
not only so, but upon such any surgical operation may 
be performed without the slightest degree of pain, and 
that, too, while they are wide aweike, and in perfect 
possession of all their reasoning faculties. But while 
only one in twenty-five is entirely in this state, and 
naturally so, yet, there is, perhaps, one in twelve who 
is partially in the state, and on whom experiments can 
be performed to a greater or less extent. All these, in 
connection with those on whom you can produce no 
effect whatever, are to be subjected to a process to 
bring them into the electro-psychological state, and we 
see, too, how vastly important it is that this, if possible, 
should be done. This, indeed, would be the noblest 
triumph ever achieved by man. It would be a triumph 
over disease and pain, and prepare the human race to 
wear out with age. 

In order to bring about this result, I know at present 
of no better process than the following: take pure 
zinc and silver, with a copper wire, as a conductor, 
passed through the zinc, so as to come in contact virith 
the silver. For convenience, take a piece of zinc the 
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size of a cent, but somewhat thicker, and imbed a five- 
cent piece in the centre, and pass a small copper wire 
as a rivet through both.* Place this coin in the palm 
of the hand, with the silver side up, and request him 
to bring it within about a foot of his eyes. Let him 
take a position either sittmg or standing, which he can 
retain twenty minutes or more, without any motion of 
his feet, hands, lips, head, or any part of his body. 
He must remain motionless as a statue, except the na- 
tural winking of the eye. His mind should be perfectly 
resigned, and kept entirely passive to surrounding im- 
pressions. The eyes should be placed upon the coin 
as though they were riveted there, and during the whole 
twenty or twenty-five minutes, they should, on no con- 
sideration, be raised to look at any person or object 
whatever, and the spectators should be still as the 
grave. If the eyes have a tendency to close, he should 
not strive to keep them open, but let them close. Fol- 
low nature. In a public audience, when lecturing, you 
should seat, if possible, a class of thirty persons. 
When the time has expired, collect your coin so as to 
relieve the class fix>m their wearisome position, and 
then try each individual, always taking the communi- 
cation in the manner I have described, and proceed to 
experiment upon them the same as you do upon those 

€ 

* I have always made use of a disc composed of copper and zinc only, 
- about the size of a shilling, which will be found to answer as well as 
the one described by Dr. Dods. — Ed. 
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who are naturally in the state. If one sitting do not 
bring them entirely into the psychological state, then 
let it be repeated on the next evening, and so continue 
on till the work is consununated All, witii few ex- 
ceptions, can be, by perseverance, brought into this 
state. Some are naturally in it — some are brought 
into it by one sitting — some by two — some by iJiree — 
and some may require a hundred sittings of half an 
hour each, before they can be brought to the participa- 
tion of this inestimable blessing. No two individuals 
are alike impreadble in anyHiing whatever, whetlier it 
be mental effort, moral power, and moral suasion, or 
physical endurance. Hence we should not be sur- 
prised that they all differ fiom each other as to nervous 
impressibility in this science, and that too, in the same 
ratio as they may differ in their phrenological develop- 
ments and cerebral excitability. It is enough for us to 
know on this point that no two individuals are in any 
respect exactly alike. 

Having described the electro- magnetic coin which I 
conceive to be the best, tinder all circumstances, to 
produce the result, and having directed you how to use 
it, I would now apprise you, that this state may be in- 
duced by other substances as agents in nature. It 
may be induced by fixing the eyes upon a piece of zinc 
alone, and observing the directions already given. It 
may be induced by a piece of silver, or a piece of cop- 
per, iron, lead, or any other metal. It may be induced 
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by a piece of wood, or any other substance in nature. 
Or it may be done by a mere mental abstraction, with 
no substance, only the surrounding elements. But 
when no substance is used, the process to the state is 
slow and tedious. Then, again, there is every possible 
grade of power from the feeblest substance placed in 
the hand, up to the galvanic battery, which is more 
powerful than the coin I have adopted as a matter of 
convenience and utility. The galvanic battery I should 
prefer, if it could be carried in the pocket, or be ac- 
cessible to all. If thirty persons should join hands, 
and the two individuals at the extremes of the line 
each take a handle of a galvanic battery, and let the 
current be so graduated as to be but &intly felt, and a 
greater niunber would be affected than by any other 
agent that could be employed. In this case^ as in all 
others, it is to be understood, -that the same stiUnessof 
muscles, the same fixed position of the eye upon some 
object or spot, and the same passivity of mind are to 
be strictly observed. 

The query may now arise in the minds of some of 
the class — ^Why should all substances in existence have 
a greater or less tendency to . produoe this state ? I 
answer, that electricity is the great and universal 
agent ordained by the Creator, to form, to transmute, 
or to decompose all substances that swarm in the em- 
pire of nature. Hence all substances in existence 
throw off a never-ceasing electro-atmospheric emana- 
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tion in a greater or less degree, otherwise thej could 
never change. And these emanations by their impres- 
sions more or less affect all human beings according to 
the relative position in which they may be placed to 
receive and feel the force of such impressions. There- 
fore sleep and wakefulness, health and sickness, pain 
and ease, and all the various sensations and chaiiges to 
which the human system is subject, are experienced. 
Hence when we fix our attention upon one substance, 
and become mentally andphysically passive to surround- 
ing impressions, we render ourselves, by this volition, 
relatively negative^ as far as in our power, to the posi- 
tive force of the substance with which we are engaged, 
and drowsiness, or some other cerebral change or phe- 
nomenon ensues, because by passivity the electro-nerv- 
ous fluid is supplied through the lungs and stomach for 
the brain more fireely than it is thrown off. But when 
we resume the activity of our mental and physical 
energies, we, by this volition and action, become rela- 
tively positive to the surrounding [impressions of all 
substances in nature, and wakefiilness, with all its 
attendant delights, is the result, because by mental and 
muscular action we throw off fi:om the brain the electro- 
nervous fluid more rapidly than it is supplied through 
the lungs and stomach. 

In order, therefore, to render the subject as simple 
as possible, and to establish and perpetuate a uniform- 
ity of procedure in the use of a substance to be placed 
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in the hand, I desire you to insist upon the electro- 
magnetic coin as being alone suflScient, under the direc- 
tions given, to induce the state. And I desire you to 
insist that the pressure on the Median Nerte is alone 
sufficient to establish a commumcaiion between the 
operator and the subject to perform all the experiments, 
both electrical and psychological, that this science may 
involve. Indeed, all tsubstances, so far as their electro- 
emanating power extends, produce the same effect in 
degree as the coin I recommend. Hence, strictly and 
philosophically speaking, the electro-magnetic coin, as 
the true mode of inducing the state, is all in all. And as 
all possible modes of obtaining communication, whether 
by contact or otherwise, must meet in the organ of In- 
dividuality, through which all impressions are trans- 
mitted to the mind, and from the mind, through that 
same organ, to all the voluntary parts of the body, so 
there is strictly and philosophically speaking but one 
mode of taking communication, and hence the Median 
Nerve is all in all. If, however, you could remember 
the exposition I have given you on this intricate and 
interesting subject, you would then find no difficulty in 
defending yourself against the assaults of sceptical 
men. But as it is, I must leave you with the two 
simple forms I recommend — the Electro-magnetic 
Coiisi and the Median Nerve. 

As the general points of the subject are now dis- 
tinctly before you, I would next state, that we divide 



192 ELECTRO -BIOLOGY. 

this science, for the sake of perspicuity, into five 
PLANS. The first three regard the mediums throngh 
which persons are brought into the electro-psycholo- 
gical state. The first is through Mesmerism. Hence 
you will call Mesmerism plan number one. The 
second is the pressure on the nerve by which we detect 
those who are naturally in the electro-psychological 
state. This you will call plan number two. The 
tiiird is the coin by which others are to be brought into 
this state. The coin you will therefore call plan number 
THREE. The fourth involves all the experiments, 
whether electrical or psychological^ as a sensitive agent, 
by which those who are already in this state are 
to be relieved of pain, cured of disease, or prepared 
for any siurgical operation without suffering. This you 
will call plan number four. And the fifths in order 
to cure the diseases of those who are not in the state, 
involves the application of physical impressions upon 
their bodies, and the administering of remedies, whether 
externally or internally appHed. This you will call 
plan NUMBER FIVE. On each of these five plans I 
now proceed to impart all the nec^sary information, 
and in as clear and concise a manner as possible. 

In regard to Mesmerism, which is plan number one, 
I would say, that if you desire to mesmerize a person, 
who has never been put into the state, nor in the least 
affected, I know of no better mode than to seat him in 
an easy posture, and request him to be calm and re« 



LECTURE IX. 193 

signed. Take him by both hands, or else by one hand 
and place your other gently on his forehead. But with 
whatever part of his body you may choose to come in 
contact, be sure to always touch two points, answering 
to the positive and negative forces. Having taken him 
by both hands, fix your eyes firmly upon his, and, if 
possible, let him contentedly and steadily look you in 
the &ce. Remain in this position till his eyes close. 
Then place both your hands on his head, gently pass 
them to his shoulders, down the arms, and off at the 
ends of his fingers. Throw your hands outwards as 
you return them to his head, and continue these passes 
till he can hear no voice but yours. He is then 
entirely in the mesmeric state. 

The reason why I desire you to throw your hands 
outward on returning them to his head when making 
the passes is, to avoid waking him by passing them up- 
ward in front and near to his body. It is a well-known 
fact, that by the downward passes of an electro-magnet, 
attached to a galvanic battery, the steel magnet becomes 
instantly charged so as to lift a pound of iron. But 
by the upward passes it becomes instantly demagne- 
tized so that it wiU lift nothing. By the downward 
passes I mean firom the bow or centre of the magnet to 
the extremities, and by upward passes I mean the 
reverse, regardless of the position in which the magnet 
may be held. The same applies to the human being 
when his mind is left uninfluenced. But if you apprise 

9 
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the subject when in the magnetic state, that the up^ward 
passes will not awake him, then by the force of his own 
mind he can retain his condition, in defiance of all the 
passes you may make. The mind, when in the mes- 
meric state, has the power of appropriating electri- 
city or magnetism to itself, or of rejectiag it, at 
pleasure. 

In case, however, that the person whom you seat to 
be mesmerized is not affected, and feels no inclination 
whatever to close his eyes after fifteen or twenty mi- 
nutes' trial, you will still proceed, as directed, to naake 
the passes, and continue them also for fifteen c^ twenty 
minutes. Then take him again by the hands, as at 
first, and continue this position about the same lengl^ 
of time, then resume the passes, as before directed, 
and continue these two modes of operation alternately 
till about an hour is consumed at a sitting. Bef(»re 
you leave him, reverse the passes for the space of a 
minute or so, as though waking him up, even though 
vou see no visible efiTect produced. On the next day, 
give him another sitting of an hour ; and so oxi, day 
after day, till you get him into the mesmeric state. 
Remember, that all the influence you produce upon him 
at one sitting, however minute or imperceptible it may 
be, he fully retains to all subsequent daily sittings. 

When a person is in the mesmeric state, whether 
put there by yotirself or by some other one, take the 
communication by kumbeb two and awake him by the 
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upward passes ; or else do it by an impression, as fol- 
lows : Tell him, " I will count three, and at the same 
instant I say three I will slap my hands together, and 
you will be wide awake and in your perfect senses. 
Are you ready?" K he answer in the affirmative, 
you wiU proceed to count — ^^One^^ two, THREE P 
The word three should be spoken suddenly, and in a 
very loud voice, and at the same instant the palms of 
the hands diould be smitten together. This will in- 
stantly awake him. Those who are thus aroused from 
mesmeric slumber to wakefulness are, with few excep- 
tions, in the electro-psychological state, and you can 
immediately proceed to experiment upon them. Here, 
then, is an individual who was brought into this state 
through Nt7MB£B ONE, and he stands in a negative re- 
lation to you as it regards the doctrine of impressions, 
and his body is principally charged with negative elec- 
tricity, which is from the Earth, and which alone is 
susceptible of being successfully controlled. 

Having given you all the necessary directions how to 
mesmerize, and how to bring a person into the electro- 
psychological state tiirough number one, and shown 
^ relation in which he stands to you as the operator, 
I now proceed to instruct you in relation to number 
TWO. This can be done in a very few words, as it has 
been already pretty fully noticed. In the first place, 
you may go into a public audience, or among your social 
friends, and take one individual after ai^other by the 
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hand, press the Median Nerve, as I have directed, and 
if you succeed in controlling some one, both physically 
and mentally, then such individual is recognized as in 
the electro-psychological state through number two. 
Though this person has never been mesmerized, nor 
operated upon, yet he is found to be naturally in the 
same state, through number two, as is the individual 
who was brought into it through number one. Seat 
them side by side, and they both feel the same nervous 
sympathy towards each other, are both charged with the 
same negative electricity, and both stand in a negative 
relation to you as it regards the doctrine of impressions. 
Take number three, which is the electro-magnetic 
coin, and place it in the hand of an individual whom 
you cannot affect, as you did either of the persons men- 
tioned, and subject him to the process of looking at it 
as I have directed. When the time of sitting has 
expired, take the usual communication, number two^ 
and in case you can control him, both physically and 
mentally, he is recognized as brought into the electro- 
psychological state through number three. Here, 
then, are three individuals in the same state of nerv- 
ous impressibility, charged with the same negative elec- 
tricity, standing in the same negative relation to you^ 
as it regards the doctrine of impressions, and by the 
same impression they can all be controlled, collectively 
or separately. They are aU in the electro-psychologi- 
cal state, but were brought there through three differ- 
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ent plans. But by whatever means individuals may be 
brought into this state, yet bear in mind, that through 
NUMBER TWO, either with or without contact, you take 
the communication, wHch is the secret, invisible, and 
subtile link of controlling power, and without which no 
effect whatever can be produced. Every principle of 
philosophy is based upon cause, medium, and effect 
Even the Greater Himself, were He completely isolated 
from this globe, could produce no possible effect upon 
it, nor upon the inhabitants of its surface, because there 
would be, in such case, no mediimi of communication 
by which He could come in contact with it, or in the 
least affect its animal and vegetable kingdoms. Touch 
what nerve you please, or obtain the communication, 
with or without contact, as you may — I care not how, 
yet it must be transmitted to the brain through the 
Median Nerve to the organ of Individuality, and from 
thence to the mind. Even if you press the ulnar nerve, 
yet it must be by sympathy communicated from this to 
the Median Nerve, which is much larger, runs parallel 
along the arm with it to the spinal cord, and from 
thence they both imquestionably pass to the organ of 
Individuality in the cerebrum. They are both com- 
pound nerves, by which we mean, that they are both 
susceptible of voluntary motion and sensation, being 
connected with the mind as its agents to transmit the 
electro-nervous fluid to and from it, and through which 
it holds a correspondence with the external world. 
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Through this it receives by impressions its messages, 
and through this bj impressions it returns it^ answers. 
To take the communication, therefore, by acting directly 
upon the Median Nebvs is far preferable to any other 
mode, and particularly so upon persons who are not 
very sensitive or impressible. The more remote we 
take oiu: communication from this nerve, the longer we 
must labor to get control, and perhaps often &il, «nd 
the more feeble will be our action and impxession in 
producing any interesting, brilliant, and startling ex- 
periments. The next best mode to get a communica- 
tion is, as I have uniformly taught, through the ujpiAB 
NERVE, and is the best mode to conceal the secret firom 
others. 

I have now briefly noticed the first thbee plans, 
through which individuals may be brought into the psy- 
chological state, and the subtile medium of commimi- 
cation through which they may be controlled by men- 
tal impressions. In regard to plan numbeb foub I 
woidd remark, that as it involves aU the experiments, 
both electrical and psychological, and as I have already 
syfficiently noticed these in giving directions how to 
perform them, so this part of my subject has been anti- 
cipated, and is fully before you. Permit me, however, 
to remark, that it may be well for you to know whif 
these experiments are conducive to health, and how it 
is possible to perform an ojperation without pain, when 
the patient is wide awake and in his perfect senses. 






LECTURE IX. 199 

These two points I will now pHlosopliically ex- 
plain. 

Wlij the expenments, when properly conducted^ aie 
GondnciTe to health, is because the mind, hj coming in 
contact with the electricity of the nerves, mores it with 
a force equal to the impression which the operator 
makes on the patient, and sends it to that part of the 
^jrstem to which the patient's attention is directed. 
Under its energy the limbs are paralyzed, so that the 
subject, by aE his exertions, is unable to walk, nor 
when walking is he able to stop, and when seated it is 
not in his power to rise. His arms, in an instant, are 
paralyzed, so that he cannot move them, or tbey aare set 
in motion, and he has no power to stop them. By a 
mental impression he is made to see his clothes on fire, 
or the house Mling, and his limbs crushed to pieces. 
Or he is made to see a lion, a tiger, or a huge serpent 
close In pursuit to devour him. Or, at pleasure, he may 
be wrought up to. the most supreme ecstacy of joy and 
delight^ or be made to feel, in the extreme, any other 
emotion or passion of the soul. These various impres- 
sions throw the electricity of the nerves to every part 
of the system with such power as to burst through all; 
fiinetional obstructions, equalize the nervous force, and 
also the circulation of the blood, and thus remove dis- 
ease and still pain. It is a well-know fact in medical 
jurisprudence, that such supreme and sudden excite- 
ments have , often cured rheumatism, and made even 
the lame walk 
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On plan number five, which involves the cure of 
persons who are not in this state, I can say but little. 
It embraces physical action upon their bodies, accord- 
ing to the nature of the disease, and impressions upon 
their minds so far as it is possible to produce them, 
involves external applications or internal remedies, aa 
the case may require. In a word, it involves the excel- 
lences of all medical systems in being, and sums them 
all up in the supreme beauties of one bright and glo« 
rious system, and that system is Electro-Curapathy. 
I now turn to the consideration of the last point I prom* 
ised to notice. 

The true philosophical cause why a tooth can be ex-^ 
tracted, or a surgical operation performed, without pain, 
is, that all feeling or sensation is in the mind, which 
holds its residence in the brain, and which, as a living 
being of immortal form, has its spiritual hands, feet, 
and organs corresponding to those of the body. In- 
deed, the body, in all its complicated organism, is but 
a visible daguerreotype picture of the invisible spirit 
in the brain, and &om which it has drawn all its linea- 
ments of form. Strictly speaking, the body itself haa 
no feeling. If you touch, for instance, the point of a 
needle to the forefinger, it irritates some minute branch 
of a nerve of sensation. This irritation disturbs the 
electricity of the nerve that serves as a telegraph wire 
along which the disturbed electricity passes, and a 
shock is produced upon the identical correspondent spot 
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of the forefinger of the spirit, disturbs the harmony of 
its own beautiful movements in its spiritual sphere, and 
this impression produces pain. 

If, then, the commimication between the mind and 
the electricity of the nerve to which you touched the 
needle could be cut off— if the telegraph wire should be 
so impaired, that the electricity could not pass to the 
mind to shock it, then no pain could be felt. This is 
always the case in paby, when the nerves of sensation 
are paralyzed. Amputation could then be performed 
without pain. Now, excitement will cause the same 
insensibility to suffering and pain, if the impression be 
sufficiently great to produce it. This is evident^ 
because as there is, in the human system, but a certain 
amount of feeling, therefore in the same ratio that you 
excite one part to sensibiEty the other parts are so far 
robbed. The following anecdote related to me of 
Henry Clay will illustrate this. It is as follows: 

A gentleman on the floor in Congress, in his speech, 
made a severe personal attack on Henry Clay. Mr. 
Clay was at the time very much indisposed, and con- 
sidered unable to speak. He whispered to the gentle- 
man who sat next to him, and said, I must answer him, 
but beg of you not to let me speak over half an hour. 
He conamenced and was soon on wing — soaring, and 
uniting the language of Earth and Heaven in his 
defence, till every period seemed to shake the universe. 
He was aroused — was excited — ^his brain stirred 
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proudly* His half hour expired^ and the gentlemaxi 
pulled his coat, but Claj paid no attention to the signal. 
He kicked his Hmbs, but it made no impression. He 
run a pin several times half its length into the calf of 
his leg. Clay heeded it not, spoke two hours, sunk 
exhausted into his seat, and upbraided the sentinel for 
not stopping him ! He had felt nothing. Excitement 
called the electricity of his system to his brain, and he 
threw it off by mental effort. In the same degree that, 
sensation was called to his brain the limbs were robbed. 

Dr. Channing, in his sermon on the burning of the 
steamboat Lexington, when so many lives were lost, 
most eloquently explains this very point. He says: 

"We are created with a susceptibility of pain, and 
severe pain. This is a part of our nature^ as. truly aa 
our susceptibility of enjoyment. €U)d has implanted it, 
and has thus opened in the very centre of our being a 
fountain of suffering. We carry it within us, and can 
no more escape it than we can our power of thought. 
We are apt to throw our pains on outward things as 
their causes. It is the fire, the sea, the sword, or 
human enmity, which gives ua pain. But there is no 
pain in the fixe or the sword, which passes thence into 
our souls. The pain begins and ends in the soul itself. 
Outward things are only the occaaionB. Even the body 
hos nOk pain in it, which it infuees into the mind. Of 
itpelf it is incapable of suffering. This hand may be 
cracked, crushed in the rack of the inquisitor, and that 
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burnt in a slow fire ; but in these cases it is not the 
fibres, the blood-vessels, the bones of the hand which 
endure pain. These are merely connected by the will 
of the Creator with the springs of pain in the soul. 
Here, here is the only origin and seat of suffering. If 
God so willed, the gashing of the flesh with a knife, 
the piercing of the heart with a dagger, might be the 
occasion of exquisite delight. We know that, in the 
heat of battle, a wound is not felt, and that men, dying 
for their faith by instruments of torture, have expired 
with triumph on their lips. In these cases, the spring 
of suffering in the mind is not touched by the lacera- 
tions of the body, in consequence of the absorbing 
action of other principles of the soul. All suffering is 
to be traced to susceptibility, the capacity of pain, 
which belongs to our nature, and which the Creator has 
implanted ineradicably within us". 

I close by remarking, that as the science of Electri- 
cal Psychology is the doctrine of supreme impressions, 
so you will readily perceive why a surgical operation can 
be performed without pain. 
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3. Credencive Induction. 

While engaged in performing various experiments, says 
Prof. Grimes,* I made a very important discovery, which I 
have never before communicated to the public in writing, 
though I have frequently mentioned it privately to my friends, 
and publicly in my lectures. It is this : that when a subject 
is but slightly affected, and when any of the operators in 
Mesmerism, or Neurology, or Pathetism, would send him away 
as improfitable, merely by the application of a very simple 
stimulus, which every one has always at hand, the subject 
may be brought perfectly under your control. Do you ask 
me what this simple and powerful stimulus is? I answer 

that it is AN ASSERTION. 

Assert to the subject, in a decided tone, for instance, 
" You cannot open your eyei*, and if his eyes were shut 
when you made the assertion, he cannot open them afterwards 
untH you again say, ^^ Now you can open them^\ or some- 
thing to that effect. Again, say to the subject, '' PtU yottr 

* This gentleman I believe to be the first to make the discovery, that 
these effects could be produced upon parties in a waking state ; but Dr. 
Dods was the first to call attt'iition to them by public experiments. — 

EdI7K>R. 



206 APPENDIX. 

hands together^ and you cannot separate tJiem\ If, now, he 
puts his hands together, he will try in vain to separate 
them, until you reverse your assertion. Say, " The floor is 
hot", and instantly to him it seems hot. Assert that, 
" Yonder is a lion", and immediately he believes it and sees 
it ; or tell him that he is himself a lion, and he instantly 
assumes the character, and begins to roar and show his teeth ' 
and daws. 

It has long been known that very susceptible subjects may 
be deluded and willed almost into, any state of mind ; but it 
has not before been known, that it requiirea less auaee|)ttbiUty 
to perform these experiments than any other. It has not 
beeoi known that it is on this principle that most of tile suc- 
cessful experiments in Neurology, Pathetism, and Hypnotism, 
are performed.* The gentlemen who have condncted these 
experiments weare evidently ignorant of the real agent that 
produced the phenomena. 

It is a fact, capable of beij9g easily d^non^rated, that 
msoi^ly all subjects caA be madsr to. believe anything, or to 
assume any character, or to conform, tp the wishes, expressed 
or implied, of the operator ; wd this can be done when they 
are afiEected in. the very least degree, while they are wide 
awake, and appear to. know what they are- about. They 
cannot resist an assertion. Put your words in tSie fosm of an 
inquiry,, and they are powerless ; for instance, ask the sal^ect, 
" Can you raise your handf** and he will raise it ; but 
AsamuT, /' Tou cannot raise your hand^y and he cannot do 

* Also ia Electro-Biology and Electro-Psychology 
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it. The same is tnie of any other assertion, as, '' You cannot 
9peak'', '' Yon cannot speak without lisping", '' Yon cannot 
speak withoat stuttering", ^' Yon cannot stop", '' Yon cannot 
rise") Your finger is wounded and bleeding", '^ Your haur is 
wool", " Your hands are iron", or ''fish", or "fire", "You 
are a child' or " an old man". Any of these asserticms pro- 
duce an instantaneous effect. 

Let the Sja])ject suppose that you are gdng to. excite the 
organs of his brain — ^let him believe that you expect, when 
you touch a certain part of his head, that he will be affected 
in a particular way, and he will generally use all his ingennity 
to learn your wishes, and make his utmost endeavors to 
accomplish your expectations. This is a fact which is unde* 
niable, though it has not hitherto been explained. 

Say to the subject, " I am going to excite your Oombatiye- 
ness, and you will be very angry". Now, touch his Com- 
bativenessy and he will be aagiy ; touch his Tune, and if he 
knows what organ you intended to touch, h& will begin to 
make music. If he even suspects what you wish, he will 
oflbentimes act accordingly. But if he has no idea what yon 
expect, he will do nothing. If the subject doea not know the 
location of any organ, and you say nothing and give him no 
clew to your designs, you cannot excke his organs by merdy 
touching them. K you succeed in exciting his organs when 
he is ignorant of your intention, it is done by WiU, by 
Sympathy^ or by Clairvoyance. 

In order to explain these experiments, we must first un- 
derstand the nature of the organ of Credenci^enessj the Im- 
pulsives to act upon testimony or assertion. It is a conforming 
social impulse^ and its natural stimiUus is an assertiqk. 
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1. It is an Impulse^ and operates like every other impulse. 
We mast, in order to understand Credenciveness, therefore, 
acquire a clear notion of the manner in which an impulsive 
operates. It produces a tendency to acf in a peculiar manner. 
It sends an Etherean force through the motor nerves to the 
muscles, and either originates a motion, or modifies a motion 
which other impulsives originate. It antagonizes other im- 
pulsives which are opposed to it, and neutralizes them or 
combines with them. 

When greatly excited by any extraordinary stimulus, it 
governs the individual, and produces such uncontrollable 
tendencies to gratify itself, as to constitute a peculiar species 
of monomania. This is a general definition and description of 
an impulse such as Credenciveness is. 

It produces a state of Consciousness peculiar to itself; 
and when predominant, it causes other impulsives and the 
intellectual faculties to conform to it, and act as its auxiliaries. 

2. It is a social impulse, and every social impulse gives a 
tendency to act with reference to others, and for the benefit 
dbrectly or indirectly of others. Sodal beings are the objects 
from which its stimulus proceeds. 

3. It is a conforming social propensity. The whole group 
to which it belongs have this peculiar character, that they all 
tend to conform to the wishes, feelings, actions, commands, 
and assertions of others. 

The conforming socials, when predominant in an individual, 
give him a yielding, obliging, credulous character, and render 
him highly susceptible to the influence of persuasion, command, 
example, or assertion. These organs include Suhmissivenessj 
the impulse to obey — Kindnessj the impulse to oblige — Imi^ 
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tativeness, the impulse to sympathize and to imitate— and 
Oredenciyeness, the impulse to believe and act upon testimony. 

4. The appropriate stimulus of Credendveness is assertion. 
It is the highest organ of the social dass, and distinguishes 
man fi:x)m the lower animals as much as any other impulse, 
and perhaps more. Were it not for this, human society would 
be reduced to an equally degrading condition with that of the 
brutes. 

The child believes and acts upon the assertion of his parent, 
instinctivdy, and thus avails himself of his experience and 
knowledge. Courts of justice are founded upon the prindples 
of belief ; they act altogether upon the testimony and asser- 
tions of others, and not fi:x)m their own experience and 
knowledge. Hist(»y and tradition is based upon it ; indeed, 
an literature, and all the modes in which ife record or com* 
municate the acts, the experience, or the thoughts of others, 
are dependent upon Credendveness. Any expression of 
others exdtes it ; but an assertion made by one who is sup- 
posed to be of superior authority, power, or knowledge — ^this 
is its highest stimulus, and exdtes it to its highest degree of 
activity — even to monomania. When Credendveness is 
uncommonly large, and Firmness and the Reflectives small, an 
assertion, however extraordinary, is received with confidence. 
It requires but little aid from abnormal induction to render 
some men mere machines in the hands of those whose 
assertions they believe. 

Now, we must consider that the tendency of inducting a 
subject is, to bring him under the influence of the operator ; 
to make him submit and sympathize, conform and confide in 
the operator. Its first and most powerful effect is upon the 
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GoiifoniHng sodflls, to excite them, and to exalt them to 
monomania. The confonmn; sociials w^re designed to he 
stuwiated hj the wordft and examines, the actions and com- 
mands oC others. Their very nature is snch as to cause tibeir 
possessor to he influenced. They are pecnliady open aaid 
SQsceptiUe to all kinds of stimnli which tend to giTe others 
an iaiaence ov^ ns ; aoA, of coarse, they are pecolisrljr sus- 
ceptible to the influence of the currents of Etherium, whidli 
proceed from the op^atQn If they are more affected by his 
attempts to influence the subject than any other organs are, 
it is because it is their function — ^thehr nature — their yocation. 

Let us now consider, thatt when a subject is perfectly in-* 
ducted, the mere silently e^pvessed unll of the operator can 
influence him, and cause him to move or feel in any desired 
way. No assertion in this ease is necessary — ^no sound — ^no 
9ign.--4io external muscuUr motion. There is nothing but 
the operation of the silent bat potent wiU. 

(ki the other hand, let us condtder, that when the subject 
is QOt inducted, but is in his ordinary and normal condition, 
the wMl of the operator has no effect unless expressed ia a 
certain way, by voioe or other sign, which the snlyect per- 
ceives by the aid of Us senses. Here we have two opposiite 
conditions ; one in which the sulsjisct is insulated from the in- 
fluence of &e operator, exeept in a certaia way which the 
Creator has prescribed : the oibfiVj a condition in which th& 
insulation is entirely overcome, so that eveiy motion of llie 
(^erator is a cause of motion, in the subject. 

Now, between these two extr^ne conditions of perfect m- 
d«c1»(^ and non-induction, thisre are, of couise, many inter- 
mediate states or degrees of inductaon* 
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What IS the first degree ? What organs (in most cases) 
first fed the effects of the indneting process? I answer, the 
conformiBg socials, and especially Credenciveness ; for, if ani 
assertion produce a certidn degree of influence npon the mind 
of the subject before the induction commenced, it produces 
more and more as 70U proceed. At first your assertion that 
he cannot open his eyes or raise his hand, merely renders the 
moyement difficidt j^next, it is more difficult ; next, it can only 
be done by a vigorous effort ; then it cannot be done at all. 

You can genffluUy affect his eyes first, then lusmonik 
slightly, then his hands. His hands will at first be so sfightly 
affected, that when you assert that he cannot separate them, 
you must hold them together lightly by pressing upon them ; 
next tbey will adhere without pressure ; and finally, proceed- 
ing from one step to another, with a degree of rapidity very 
different in different subjects, we acquire control over every 
power of mind and body, so that he will frown, or smile, or 
weep, at our command or assertion merely. If we i^oceed 
still farther, we gradually, in many subjects, acquire a power 
of moving their organs by merely willing, and without ex- 
pressing our will by any sign; but, in these cases, though 
neither assertion nor sign is necessary to influence the subject, 
yet an assertion, if made, is wonderfully potent. The influence 
of assertions, and the disposition to conform, is in proportion 
to the degree of induction of the conforming socials. It is 
generally supposed by those who see experiments of this kind 
performed, that the operator accompanies his assertion by an 
effort of his will. This, however, is not the case. If the 
operator make an assertion, it will have nearly as much effect, 



212 APPENDIX. 

thoagh he will that it shall have no effect whatever.* This 
proves that it is the assertion, and not the will. We are so 
constituted, that we take the assertion of onr fellow-beings as 
the trae expression of their will, and we sometimes bdieve 
them in spite of all onr efforts to resist the belief. 

In order to understand these experiments, another pecnlia* 
rity of the mind mast be taken into account, with which 
keepers of the insane are familiar; and that is, that the nature 
of ddttsion is such, that the patient or subject is positive that 
he is not deluded. To him it seems like reality and truth ; 
his Consciousness does not inform him that one of his propen* 
sities has obtained a masteiy over the rest, and is misleading 
him. It is common to see insane persons believing themselves 
to be animals, plants, or glass vessels; and the most positive 
and palpable proof of their error has no convincing effect 
upon their minds. Indeed, we see many persons who are 
generally supposed to be sane, who, being possessed with a 
favorite idea, seem incapable of appreciating the most condu- 
fiive arguments which show its erroneousness. In these cases 
I presume that there is a slight degree of monomania. 

We also find many insane persons who are rational on every 
subject bat one, and the instant that is mentioned they betray 
the highest degree of monomania. 

The antagonism of the organs must aliso be understood, in 
order to explain the hesitation, doubt, and wavering, which 

* This fact directly controverts the commonly received opinion upon 
this subject, and cannot well be explained except by the original theory 
of Professor Grimes, viz., the induction of the organ of Credenciveness. 
This also furnishes strong corroborative evidence of the truth of hifl 
phrenological theory. 
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subjects often exhibit when bnt slightly affected. It is com- 
mon for them to deny that they believe the assertion of the 
operator, and yet they will act as if they do believe it. For 
instance, say to the subject, " That piece of silver is red hot^ 
and will hum you if you touch it*\ He will perhaps answer 
that he does not believe it, and will advance towards it, and 
pat forth his hand to touch it ; but the very way in which he 
moves shows that he at least suspects it may be true. He 
first holds his fingers very near, then cautiously touches it, 
and perhaps expresses his surprise that it is actually hot. 
Sometimes, though rarely, he will say, " I know it is not so, 
though it seems so". Ask him how he knows that it is not 
really so, and he will answer, that former experience and the 
testimony of all around, that he is deluded by the inductive 
operation, make him think that it must be so, though his 
senses assure him that they are all mistaken. This contradic- 
tion arises in a great measure from the opposing ^ects of the 
Ipseals and the governing socials, especially Imperativeness 
and Firmness. They are the natural antagonists of the con- 
forming sodals ; they give a tendency to act independently of 
the influence of others ; atid it is from them that the sugges- 
tions arise in opposition to the assertions of the operator, when 
those assertions contradict our own experience. 

K the process of induction did not operate as a stimulus to 
the conforming socials in particular, if it stimulated the go- 
verning equally with the conforming socials, the experiments 
which depend upon the influence of assertion could not be 
performed at alL 

Strange as it may seem, however, it is a fact, that a person 
of education and intelligence, with whom I am acquainted, 
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although I have explained to him the nature of the infliie&ce 
which I have obtamed orer him — althoagh he knows as weU 
as I do that it is his own Credenciveness that paralyzes hu 
muscles, yet when I assert that he cannot open his eyes, he 
instantly loses all control over them. 

Such is the nature of Credenciveness, that it responds to 
its appropriate stimulus involuntarily and irresistibly. In 
this respect it is like Sanativeness or Pneumativeness, or any 
other impulsive. When Sanativeness receives its appropriate 
stimulus, it instantly acts, and with uncontrollable power. 
For instance, when we are wounded or burned, we caafiot 
help feeling pain, for Sanativeness is instantly roused, and 
produces pain, and a kind of action calculated to relieve the 
pain. This affection of Sanativeness is irresistible and invo^- 
luntaiy ; precisely as it is with Credenciveness when escited 
by an assertion. 

But there is another and more complicated process to be 
explained. When the operator asserts that a piece of silver 
will bum the subject's finger if he tonehes it, the assertion, 
being the natural stimulus of Credenciveness, of course, 
excites it; the subject touches the piece of silver, and instantly 
feels pain. Now, pain ia a state of Consciousness produced by 
Sanativeness, and not by Credenciveness; and an assertion is 
not the appropriate stimulus of Sanativeness. The question 
is, What roused Sanativeness? If the assertion did not excite 
it, what did ? I answer, that the assertion excited Creden* 
civeness; and Credenciveness, through Conscio^ness, excited 
Sanativeness; according to the principle which I have ex- 
plained in the article upon the inter-phreno senses. It must. 
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however, be constantly bome in mind, that the brain of the 
etherized or inducted subject is in a condition which renders it 
liable to be affected in an extreme and morbid degree. The 
principle that one highly stimulated organ may etherize or 
induct the rest of the brain, or that it may at least act as 
auxiliaiy to the operator, is of very great importance in 
explaining the fact that a subject can be put to sleep without 
the will of the operator. 

I say, for instance, to a subject, " Sij; down, close your eyes, 
and let me put you to sleep". He sits down, and I put my 
hand upon him, or stand and look at him, or pretend to look 
at him, and pretend to be willing him to sleep; though in fact, 
I am thinking all the time of something else; perhaps I am 
actually willing that he shall not go to sleep ; yet he does go 
to sleep just as usual. Now, in this case his own Creden- 
civeness was the principal operator, and inducted all the other 
organs — neutralized some and made others auxiliaries. Again, 
I say to the subject, " To-morrow at one o'clock you will go 
to sleep". When the time arrives, he actually goes to sleep, 
unless he forgets my assertion. I have known them to forget, 
and, in that case, not be affected at all when the time arrived. 
Does not this prove that the power that affects them is within 
themselves? 

Credenciveness may be excited to a peculiar and morbid 
action by the process of the operator, or by disease; but, 
when thus excited, it produces the phenomena without any 
other aid from external influences. This explanation of the 
natm^e of Credenciveness, is a key to most of the wonderful 
experiments and discoveries of Buchanan and Sunderland ; of 
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Braid, Hall, and EUiotson. It explains, also, the apparent 
contradictions and absurdities which embarrassed the cele- 
brated French committee of which Dr. Franklin was a 
member. 



THE END. 
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